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editors: letter 


Anticipation is building for the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show. It’s a source of inspiration and 
excitement for design and plant enthusiasts alike. 
A chance to see established designers alongside 
first-time exhibitors, as well as seek out new must- 
have plants. There’s always an incredible amount 
to see at Chelsea and our insider’s guide, starting 
on page 37, previews what promise to be the most 


outstanding gardens this year. We also asked 
experienced judges, and talked to last year’s winner, to attempt to pin down 
the magic that makes one garden the Best in Show, and why this isn’t 
necessarily the same one that scoops the People’s Choice award. 
Gardens Illustrated has a long tradition of sharing the best in classic 


and contemporary design. In this issue we visit Rockcliffe House, a es ee ae contempae 


traditional Cotswold garden with classic style, that has clipped topiary, = ssarotind an eco-friendly 


incredible vistas and a carefully selected palette of plants. For contrast 
we also take a look at the carbon-neutral home of ecological architect 


Martijn De Coster and his partner Leilah Lierman, in Bruges, where the 
garden has been designed to be as sustainable as the house. Created in 
just five years, it has been allowed to evolve spontaneously in part. 
This issue also marks my first as editor — a new shoot, if you like, on 
firmly established roots. For me, like the Chelsea newcomers, it’s hugely 
exciting. I’m thrilled to be joining a magazine that is regarded by 


Lun 


LUCY BELLAMY, EDITOR 


many as a National Treasure. Enjoy May, 


Save money when you subscribe to Newcomer Charlotte Harris has created a bold design, evoking 
the digital edition — see page 28 Canada’s forests, for her first Chelsea show garden, page 44. 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 
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A classic beauty Emma Keswick has lovingly 
developed her Cotswold garden over a period of 
more than three decades to create a classic 
English garden that combines majestic vistas 
with topiary and exuberant planting 

Go green On a suburban street in Bruges, 
architect Martijn De Coster and his partner 
Leilah Lierman have planted a garden to match 
the green credentials of their eco-friendly home 
Shared vision Two households, both alike in 
style, share a stunning garden in tune with its 
natural environment and offering breathtaking 
sea views thanks to the creative genius of 
Swedish landscape architect Ulf Nordfjell 
Unlocking the mystery of Japan Everything 
about this Japanese-style garden is shrouded 

in mystery, and for decades it was hidden away 
with only one key holder 
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Who’s who Designer Ann-Marie Powell talks 
about her career and tells us why she would 
like visitors to her show gardens to be able to 
sit down and enjoy a picnic 

First love Peonies were Frank's first flower 
love, and his devotion to them remains true, 
even though their beauty is so fleeting 


Design update Including a major exhibition of 
sculptures by Tony Cragg, highlights of this 
year’s Chaumont-sur-Loire International 
Garden Festival and a new category of garden 
for RHS Malvern Spring Festival 
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warm summer evenings with our choice of 
lanterns to bring a little light into your garden 
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Gardener cook Columnist Jojo Tulloh reminds 
us May is the month to sow new things 
Gardening talent Meet Vance Green, planter of 
meadows at Trentham Gardens 

Books Our pick of new books, including 

Roy Lancaster's My LIfe with Plants 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Shop Find out what's on offer in the 

Gardens Illustrated online shop 

Next issue What's coming up in June 


ANNIE GATTI 


Annie is an award-winning writer 
and editor, with a special interest 
in garden design and sustainable 
gardening. After several years as 
gardening editor at The Times 
she is now a freelance writer. 

On page 74 she discovers Ulf 
Nordfjell’s breathaking garden 
on Sweden's Varmd6é Island. 


“Ulf Nordfjell’s design for Villa Norrnas is a masterclass in how 
to connect a garden to its surrounding landscape.” 


CELIA HART 


Celia is an illustrator and 
printmaker who creates 
beautiful linocuts and woodcuts 
from her garden studio in 
Suffolk. Each month she 
illustrates Frank Ronan’s 
column (see page 130), finding 
inspiration from her walks in 
the East Anglian countryside. 


“L enjoy finding a plant's peculiar shapes and using them to set 
the scene and to tell a story that complements Frank's words.” 


PERNILLA HED 


Pernilla is a Swedish interior 
and garden photographer, 
based in Stockholm. She loves 
the opportunity her job gives 
her to meet interesting and 
creative people and to visit 
wonderful homes and gardens. 
She photographed the Varmd6 
Island garden on page 74. 


“lL loved the layered planting, textures and colours of this elegant 
seaside garden with its stunning blue camassia.” 


MARIEKE VAN GESSEL 


. Having trained as an art historian 
(5 AZ E BR U RV | | | and journalist, Marieke now 
S/ f specialises in features on 
Britain’s Finest Outdoor Furniture & Kitchens = interiors and gardens, and loves 
growing things on her roof 
terrace in Amsterdam. On 
page 62 she visits Martijn De 
Coster and Leilah Lierman’s 


01420 588444 info@gazeburvill.com eco garden in Bruges. 


‘ “The black tiles of Martijn and Leilah’s eco house create a 
WWW.2aZe burvill.com gloriously dramatic backdrop for their Piet Oudolf-style planting.” 
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Visit us at RHS Chelsea Flower Show - Stand 332 
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5 June 2017 


The Great Dixter Cookbook 


Plot to plate in the kitchen garden 


Join Aaron Bertelsen, Great Dixter’s gardener-cook to discover the secrets 
of a successful plot that provides ample ingredients for the kitchen 


Back in 2001, the late Christopher Lloyd — gardener, writer and Booking details 
owner of Great Dixter in East Sussex — published Gardener 
Cook bringing together his two great passions and revealing his pate Mondey-aduneZOt 
commitment to using simple ingredients and fresh, seasonal Held at Great Dixter, 
produce. Now, Aaron Bertelsen, Great Dixter’s current gardener-cook, Northiam, Rye, East 
has collated a selection of recipes and growing advice in a new book Sussex TN31 6PH 
The Great Dixter Cookbook (published by Phaidon) that brings the 
Dixter tradition of flavourful, fresh food to the fore once again. Programme 
To celebrate the book’s publication, we invite readers to join iam Accivalacddoties 
THE SPEAKER Aaron for a day at Great Dixter to learn more about creating and / 
Aaron Bertelsen grew up maintaining a plot full of seasonal fruit and veg. There will be tips on ena 


Bertelsen on the kitchen 
garden and growing for 
seasonal recipes 


12.30pm Lunch in the 
Great Hall featuring 
recipes from the book 


in New Zealand, where he 
helped his grandfather to 
grow vegetables. He went how to create delicious meals using your fresh produce. Plus Aaron 
on to train at Kew and 
now works as Great 
Dixter’s kitchen gardener 
and cook. discount. The Great Dixter Cookbook will be available to buy. 


cultivar choice and cultivation through the year, along with ideas on 


will serve you a home-cooked lunch. You'll also have the opportunity 
to tour the gardens and buy plants from the nursery at a 10 per cent 


2pm Guided tour of 
Great Dixter gardens 


3pm Tea in the Plant 
Nursery with 10% 
discount on plants 


Gardens Illustrated reserves the 
right to change any element of 
any event due to circumstances 
beyond its reasonable control. 
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What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 


NEWS COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


Singing the blues 

Few sights are quite so joyful in May as asea of English bluebells 
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta). The UK is thought to have around half of the 
world's population of bluebells, and whether carpeting the floors of ancient 
woodland in dappled light or forming a blue haze across open moorland, 
the bell-shaped flowers are always a magical sight. Two great walks 
where you can enjoy the flowers are Holwell Lawn (pictured here) near 
Widecombe-in-the-Moor in Dartmoor National Park (dartmoor.gov.uk), 
and the coastal grassland and heathland of Skomer Island, off the 
Pembrokeshire coast (visitpembrokeshire.com) — both take in heritage 
sites and stunning views along the way. For details of 
other bluebell walks visit gardensillustrated.com 
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dig in news 


NEW ROSES 


A fine romance 


She may have a record eight Olivier Awards and an Oscar 


nal 
under her belt, but now Dame Judi Dench has been given 


the ultimate accolade of having a David Austin rose named 
in her honour. Rosa Dame Judi Dench (right) has rich 
apricot blooms with a medium-strong fragrance and 
strong arching stems. It makes its debut at this 

year’s Chelsea Flower Show alongside a free- 


flowering shrub rose, R. Vanessa Bell, named in P, 
honour of the Bloomsbury artist, with pink-tinged 

buds that open up to reveal fragrant, lemon-yellow 
petals, and R. James L Austin, an English rose with 
numerous petals and a notable fruity scent. It is hamed 
after David Austin seniors son. All three TORT ETEL . 
as bare-root plants (£19.95) or as potted roses (£24.95) 


from 22 May. davidaustinroses.co.uk 


NATURAL PROTECTION 
There’s no need to let hay fever 
stop you getting out into the 
garden with this drug-free 
solution from HayMax. By 
applying its Barrier Balm 
around your nostrils or eyes, 
you can reduce irritation by 
trapping the pollen before it 
can enter the body. 
Available for adults 
and children, the 

balm comes in three 
fragrances — Lavender, 
Frankincense and Aloe 
vera — plus a pure 
option for 
those with 
ra sensitive skin. 
<<. oo From £6.99, 
=O cel haymax.biz 


ANNIVERSARY 

Silver lining 

Almost six million visitors have 
been to the Lost Gardens of 
Heligan in Cornwall since they 
began their journey from 
neglect and decay 25 years 
ago. The gardens celebrate their 
silver anniversary with a new 
educational barn, new ravine 
planting and host of special 
events. Find out more at 


? heligan.com 
The discovery of this ramshackled door 
, ‘the walled garden began Héligans's revival 
” oo" aN Jie 


CHELSEA IN BLOOM 

Animal magic 

Don't be surprised to see flocks of floral 
animals on the streets of Chelsea this 
month. Floral Safari is the theme for the { 
12th Chelsea in Bloom Festival (22-27 “Ss : 
May), in which local retailers create exotic ir 
shop-front designs and compete to win the 
coveted prize of Best Floral Display. See 

all entries at chelseainbloom.co.uk 


“The water is amazing, it’s like 
swimming in silk. We had a couple 
of dragonflies buzzing past us... you 


definitely feel you’re one with nature. 


There were lots of things we wanted 
to do to the house but this was the 
one thing that we felt everybody 
benefited from. Having the pond has 
made a big difference to the way we 
use the garden. We all love it.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 
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To request a brochure please go to www.gartenart.co.uk or call 020 7183 3333. 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 105 Screenworks, 
22 Highbury Grove, 


london N5 2 


ag 


O20 718353339 


www.gartenart.co.uk 


CO3R/A 


Lawnmowers that really are as good as they look 
With the largest range of lawnmowers in the UK. Cobra have over 50 models in their portfolio to 
suit your specific gardening needs. These include rear roller, cylinder, petrol hover and professional 


models with prices starting from just £89.99*. 


At the heart of these powerful, stylish lawnmowers is a choice of either electric, cordless or petrol 
engines powered by Cobra Briggs & Stratton & Honda. 


Cobra products are available across the UK, throughout our network of approved specialist dealers. 


Cylinder Mowers Electric Mowers Cordless Mowers Petrol Mowers 
From Just £89.99* From Just £89.99* From Just £299.99* From Just £159.99* 


To find you local dealer visit www.cobragarden.co.uk | or call 0115 986 6646 


HONDA Lion] 
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Petrol Hover Mowers 
From Just £279.99* 


*Promotional prices only at participating dealers 


GARDEN MUSEUM/FORBES MASSIE 


Ben Russell’s cactus sculptui 
are at the Hignell Gallery, Londen. 


| 


See more than 100 different 
tulips in traditional borders 
and fun containers at RHS 
Garden Harlow Carr. There 
will also be a tulip-filled boat 
floating on the Queen 
Mother’s Lake. 1-31 May, 
9.30am-6pm. £11. RHS 
Garden Harlow Carr, Crag 
Lane, Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire HG3 1QB. Tel 01423 
565418, rhs.org.uk 

Explore the fabulous private 
gardens of the Odney Club as 
the setting for an exhibition 
of more than 100 sculptures 
by 30 artists. Part of the 
Cookham Festival of the 
Arts. 6-21 May, 10am-5pm. 
£2. Odney Club, Odney Lane, 
Cookham, Berkshire SL6 
9SR. Tel 07976 612623, 
thesulpturegarden.co.uk 
Award-winning sculptor 

Ben Russell unveils a new 
installation to showcase 

his cactus sculptures carved 
out of alabaster, onyx and 
Portland limestone. 11 May — 
3 July. Hignell Gallery, 12-14 
Shepherd Street, Shepherd 
Market, London W1J 7JF. 

Tel 020 7499 4528, 
hignellgallery.com 

Learn a range of propagation 
techniques from seed sowing 


to grafting with hands-on 
demonstrations and lectures. 
13 May, llam-4pm. £45. 
Hopleys Plants, High 

Street, Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG10 6BU. 

Tel 01279 842509, rhs.org.uk 
Enjoy flower displays, show 
gardens and talks from 
gardening experts, such as 
Monty Don. Plus, shop for 
plants, hand-made crafts and 
fine food. 19-21 May, 10am- 
5pm. Tickets from £9. Hyland 
House and Estate, Hylands 
Park, London Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 
8WQ. Tel 01702 549623, 
nationalflowershow.co.uk 
Browse more than 30 
specialist nurseries offering 
a stunning array of flowers, 
shrubs and trees. 27 May. 
10am-4pm. £4. Creake 
Abbey, North Creake, 
Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 9LF. 
Tel 07801 418907, 
creakeabbey.co.uk 

Discover local plant 
nurseries, rural crafts and 
fresh cut flowers in the 
glorious grounds of Stockton 
Bury Gardens. 28 May, 
10am-4pm. £7. Kimbolton, 
Leominster, Hereford HR6 
OHB. Tel 07880 712649, 
stocktonbury.co.uk 
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\, GARDENING APP 

_ Grow together 

| The RHS Greening Grey Britain campaign, the 

| National Garden Scheme and horticultural 
charity Perennial have all joined the free 
gardening app, Gardentags, helping to grow its 


extensive database of plants and gardens. The 


app allows users to swap gardening ideas and 
advice, identify unknown plants, and create a 
wishlist of gardens to visit and must-have 


thagreesinggreybritaln 


plants for their own gardens. Available for all 
Apple and Android devices. gardentags.com 


MUS 


NING 
Custodians of the ark 


After an extensive 18-month re-development, the Garden Museum in 
London re-opens this month. Based within a former church, St Mary- 
at-Lambeth, the museum now hosts the UK's first archive of garden 
design and two education pavilions in a garden designed by Dan 
Pearson. A new café will look out on part of the old churchyard, the 
resting place of both Elias Ashmole, founder of the Ashmolean 
Museum in Oxford, and the 17th-century botanist John Tradescant, 
whose famous Ark — a collection of rare objects and exotic plants 


1 
XL 


(many collected by his son John) — formed the foundation of the 
Ashmolean collection. A new Wolfson Ark Gallery will recreate part of 
Tradescant’s Ark and display 20 objects from his collection on long- 
term loan from the Ashmolean. aes 
gardenmuseum.org.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


NOBLE CALEDONIA 


RIVER CRUISING WITH NOBLE CALEDONIA 


BOOK EARLY & SAVE £300 PER PERSON 


GARDENS OF THE RHONE 


A horticultural journey along the Rhone aboard the Amadeus Provence — 19th to 26th April 2018 


France, and Provence in particular offers fascinating old buildings and picturesque landscapes 
and gardens which are a joy to behold. Stifling summers and harsh winters present challenges to 
the Provencal gardener, and yet this region produces some of the most stunning botanical gems 
in Europe. Join us for a leisurely springtime cruise as we meander along the scenic Rhone River 
aboard the delightful Amadeus Provence and visit some of the most romantic and attractive 
horticultural delights of this beautiful region. Our programme combines excursions ashore as 
well as time at leisure, so you can truly relax and experience all that Provence has to offer. You 
will be joined by a Guest Speaker who will add to your enjoyment by giving a series of talks and 


informal discussions on board. 


The Itinerary in Brief 


Day 1 London to Lyon, France. Fly by 
scheduled flight or travel by train from 
London St Pancras. Transfer to the 
Amadeus Provence and embark. 

Day 2 Vienne. Sail this morning to 
Vienne. After lunch, we will spend 
the afternoon in the fine Roman 
town of Vienne. On a guided walking 
tour, learn about its Roman era with 
a visit to the Temple of Augustus & 
Livia and the Roman theatre. 

Day 3 Vienne to Viviers. Enjoy a 
leisurely day cruising on the Rhone. 
Day 4 Ardeche Gorges. From our 
mooring in the sleepy town of 
Viviers, we will visit the Ardeche 
Gorges with its magnificent scenery, 
most notably the spectacular 


limestone cliffs and the Pont d’‘Arc, 
the largest natural arch in Europe. 
Day 5 Avignon & Gardens of 
Abbaye Saint-Andre. We will spend 
this morning in Avignon. Enclosed 
by Medieval walls, this great City of 
the Popes boasts a number of 
splendid museums, churches and 
palaces. Our guided tour will 
include the Palais des Papes, one of 
the wonders of Provence and the 
largest and most important 
Medieval Gothic buildings in 
Europe. We also visit the Cathedral 
and famous Pont Benezet. After 
lunch on board, we will visit Abbaye 
Saint-Andre’s beautiful gardens with 
its Florentine inspiration and 
excellent views of Avignon and the 
Rhone Valley. 


Amadeus Provence 


Launched in spring 2017, the Amadeus Provence accommodates a maximum 
of 140 passengers in well-appointed, outside cabins. The cabins all have 
en-suite bathrooms and feature individual climate control, flat screen TV, 

a safety deposit box, generous closet space and a choice of bed 
configuration. Public spaces include a bar and lounge for socialising and 


relaxation as well as a fitness area and 
massage room. The stylish restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and serves delicious cuisine that will be 
freshly prepared for you each day. There 
is a spacious Sun Deck with an outdoor 
swimming pool and comfortable deck 
furniture, the perfect place to relax and 
appreciate the passing scenery. 


Day 6 Chateau Val Joanis & Arles. 
From our mooring in Arles we will 
drive to Chateau Val Joanis. Enjoy 
an introduction to the winery 
followed by a tour around the 
beautiful gardens which are built on 
three terraces and cut into a hillside 
overlooking the vineyards. The 
lower terrace is devoted to fruit 
trees, the middle terrace to flowers 
and ornamental plants and the 
upper terrace is the vegetable 
garden, mixing flowers to 
vegetables. The three terraces are 
linked under the long arbour which 
is covered with roses and trumpet 
vines. Return to the ship for lunch 
and enjoy a guided walking tour of 
Arles this afternoon. 

Day 7 Uzes, Le Jardin Medieval & 
La Bambouseraie. This morning we 
visit historic Uzes, a gem of a town 
with a captivating history and some 
imposing and very beautiful 
buildings, including the castle of the 
Ducs d'Uzes. Visit the intimate 
Medieval Castle Garden set within 
its walls. This garden focuses on 
plants used during the Middle Ages 
for feeding, healing and many other 
uses in domestic life. We will enjoy 
lunch in a local restaurant before 
continuing to La Bambouseraie, a 
private botanical garden featuring 
exotic and rare plants, hundred-year 
old trees, giant bamboos and 
Victorian greenhouses. 


For full details on this holiday call us today on 020 7752 0000 for your copy of 


our brochure. Alternatively view or request online at www.noble-caledonia.co.uk 
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Day 8 Avignon to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to Marseille or Nice airport 
for your return scheduled flight or 
travel by train to London St Pancras. 


Prices & Inclusions 


Special offer prices per person 
based on double occupancy 
start from £1995 for a category 
C twin cabin. 


What’s Included: 


e Economy class scheduled air 
or train travel 


e Seven nights aboard the 
MS Amadeus Provence on 
full board basis 


© House wine, beer and soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner 

e Shore excursions 

e Use of Quietvox headphones 
during excursions 

¢ Cruise Director, Tour Manager 
& Guest Speaker 

° Gratuities 

¢ Transfers 

NB. All special offers are subject 

to availability. Travel insurance is 

not included in the price. Our 


current booking conditions apply 
to all reservations. 
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SMALL SHIPS - BIG EXPERIENCES 
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THE PICTURE PANTRY 
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Discoversiowto mix your own herbal pee, 


and floral'teas at.a Garden ina Teacup ' 


Paddington Basin will be home to the 
Floating Pocket Park, complete with + 
lawns, seating and flower beds. 


dig in news 


Chelsea Fringe 20 May — 4 June 


The alternative garden festival is back for its sixth year, with a host of nationwide 
and international arts and community events celebrating the joy of plants 


Floating Pocket Park 

Tony Woods of garden and landscape design 

specialist, the Garden Club has designed a 730 

square metre floating park on the Grand 

Union Canal. Located in Paddington Basin, 

west London, the park consists of a series of 

interlocking floating platforms and walkways 

with open lawn areas, communal seating and 

diverse planting to encourage wildlife and 

birds. Its launch will tie in with the Chelsea 

Fringe and include special events. 

* When From 20 May. Merchant Square, 
Paddington Basin, London W2 WS. 

* Tel 020 7298 0800. 

* Web merchantsquare.co.uk 


Urban Eden 

Three squares close to London’s Liverpool 
Street Station are to be transformed into 
themed gardens with a focus on health, 


WORDS ALYS HURN 


vitality and wellbeing for Broadgate’s Urban 
Eden campaign. Broadgate Plaza, Finsbury 
Avenue Square and Exchange Square will be 
hosting open-air workouts, mood-boosting 
massages and art exhibitions in a bid to 
create a stimulating green space in the City. 
* When 20 May — 4 June, 9am-5pm. 

London EC2M. 
* Tel 020 7505 4100. 
¢ Web broadgate.co.uk/ExchangeSquare 


A Garden in a Teacup 
Take part in a tea-tasting ceremony in 
London’s Spitalfields and learn how to create 
specially blended tea infusions to benefit your 
health and wellbeing. 
* When 3 June, 11.30am-lpm. £15. 

5 Fournier Street, London E1 6QE. 
* Tel 020 7247 4745. 
¢ Web townhousespitalfields.com 


El Jardin de Papel 

The Rebecca Hossack Art Gallery will host 

award-winning poet Edward Barker for an 

evening of poetry reading on the theme of 

flowers and gardens. The reading will take 

place amid the work of Spanish artist 

Mersuka Dopazo who creates large-scale 

floral collages using hand-made papers and 

fabrics covered in garden motifs. 

¢ When 25 May, 6-7.30pm. 2a Conway Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6BA. 

* Tel 020 7436 4899. 

* Web rebeccahossack.com 


Daisy-Chain Trail 

Designed by local radio station Corinium 
Radio, the tour of Cirencester’s community 
gardens and allotments opens with a pop-up 
garden at the Abbey Grounds Bandstand 

on 20 May and concludes with a flower tea [> 
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dig in news 


ondon's Solthwark Street." « 


> party on 4 June. Meet the gardeners who 
make this Cotswold market town so attractive 
for visitors and take part in a programme of 
events throughout the Fringe. 
¢ When 20 May — 4 June. 

Cirencester, Gloucestershire. 
* Tel 07776 144033. 
* Web coriniumradio.co.uk 


Bloomin Jewels 
An exhibition presented by Contemporary 
Applied Arts exploring how botanic forms 
and floral motifs inspire jewellery design, 
will showcase work from more than 20 
contemporary jewellers designed especially 
for the Chelsea Fringe. 
¢ When 27 April — 3 June, 10am-6pm. 

89 Southwark Street, London SE1 OHX. 
* Tel 020 7620 0086. 
¢ Web caa.org.uk 


The Inner Temple Dog Show 
London’s Inner Temple Garden will once 
again throw open its gates to dogs and their 
owners for the Fringe’s most illustrious 
competition. There are five categories: garden 
agility, best floral outfit, dog with the 
waggiest tail, best junior handler and public’s 
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favourite. Handlers of all ages are welcome to 

compete but you must register in advance. 

* When 21 May, 1-4pm. Inner Temple Garden 
(enter via Tudor Street), London EC4Y 7HL. 

* Tel 020 7797 8243. 

¢ Web innertemple.org.uk 


Inside Out 

The gardeners at Leeds Castle, Kent are 

turning their world inside out and 

reinventing the garden shed this year, 

with a miniature version of Leeds Castle 

gardens on the inside and their gardening 

tools presented on the outside. 

* When 20 May — 4 June, 10am-6pm. 
Leeds Castle, Maidstone, Kent ME17 1PL. 

* Tel 01622 765400. 

* Web leeds-castle.com 


Blossom and Bloom 
Enjoy the blossom and blooms of the Geffrye 
Museum’s period gardens at their best during 
this Chelsea Fringe guided walk, led by the 
Geffrye gardeners. 
* When 24 May, 2-3pm. Geffrye Museum, 

136 Kingsland Road, London E2 8EA. 
* Tel 020 7739 9893. 
« Web geffrye-museum.org.uk 


The Secret Victorian 

Walled Garden 

The historic Bohemia Walled Garden in 

Hastings is hosting an open day for the 

Fringe. Swap seeds with fellow gardeners, 

browse the plant sale and hear lectures on 

medicinal herbs. Refreshments available. 

* When 21 May, 1Oam-3pm. Bohemia Walled 
Garden, Summerfields Wood Nature 
Reserve, Hastings, East Sussex TN34 1ET. 

¢ Web bohemiawga.org.uk 


Behind the Wall 

Take part in a free tour of the new premises 

of the UR’s largest wholesale flower market, 

New Covent Garden. After 40 years in its old 

home on Nine Elms Lane, Vauxhall it is 

moving to a new home down the road. 

¢ When 2 June, 7-8.30am. New Covent 
Garden, London SW8 5EH. 

* Tel 020 7720 2211. 

¢ Web newcoventgardenmarket.com 


This is just a selection of events taking 
place. Find out more at chelseafringe.com. 
Please check event details with venue 
before travelling. Follow #Chelsea Fringe 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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ith winter now behind us, lawnmowers across the country are again 
coming out of hibernation ready to return lawns to their former glory. 
The quintessentially British striped lawn is idealised across the world 
and in celebration of this Allett Mowers, a leading British manufacturer of cylinder, 
walk behind mowers-the ultimate tool for creating perfect stripes, once again 
invites you to show off your own creation to find the most creative grass stripes 
and patterns in 2017. 


The competition encourages anyone with a flair for creativity and pride in their 

turf to enter and compete for the title, creating the most aesthetically pleasing 
striped turf in the world. This year the winning entry will be judged on creativity by 
Allett's team of lawn experts with final placement decided by Jonathan Thompson, 
Greenkeeper at a private estate in Thirsk who won the competition last year with his 
entry shown to the right and receiving his prize below it. 


The winner for 2017 will again receive an Allett Kensington 17K cylinder lawnmower, 
along with the ALLETT Complete Lawn Care System of six interchangeable 
cartridges consisting of an aerator, a scarifier, a lawn brush, a dethatcher, 
averticutter and a 10—blade cartridge together with two cartridge stands. 


The runner up will receive an Allett Liberty 35. This Lithium lon battery powered 
cylinder lawnmower, launched in 2017 uses the latest advances in new technology 
to give you all the benefits and convenience of cordless mowing. Free from trailing 
or being tethered to an electric cable, it offers a greener, quieter alternative to help 
keep your lawn perfectly striped and in prime condition. In addition to the Liberty 35 
the runner up will also receive a scarifier cartridge which can easily be interchanged 
with the cutting cylinder as all the 14” cartridges from the Allett Complete Lawn Care 
System can be. 


This year to celebrate the launch the Liberty range all entrants who meet the entry 
conditions will be entered into a draw, the first picked from a hat at random will win 
a Liberty 30, smaller brother to the Liberty 35 giving everyone a chance to win. 


All entries are welcome, regardless of how big or small your lawn is. We will y 
be looking for the most creative, eye catching design that truly shows off the 
craftsmanship and dedication that goes into grass maintenance. That special 
“wow" factor. 


To enter the competition simply email a photograph of your creation to 
2017lawnstripescompetition@allett.co.uk along with your full address and contact 
details before midnight GMT on 31 August 2017. For more information please visit 
www.allett.co.uk. 
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The Return of the 
Main Fountain Garden 
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Shop front 


Refresh your spring kit with pops of vibrant colour 


COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


Salladskal Watering Can, 
£15, 020 3645 0015, 
ikea.com 


£79, 020 7288 1996, 
twentytwentyone.com 


Red Swedish Combi 
Bird Feeder, 
£22.95, 01531 631044, 

husandhem.co.uk 


Dib Dab, 
£10.95, 01963 363809, 
netherwalloptrading.uk 


Low Mound Support, 
£36.99, 01344 578111, 
crocus.co.uk 


XL Jug Wild Flower Meadow, 
€165, +353 (0)56 772 7505, 
nicholasmosse.com 


Redecker Green 
Dustpan and Brush Set, 
£20, 01484 680073, 
plainuseful.com 


Hardwood Obelisk 

in Down Pipe Grey, 

£65, 0345 605 2505, 
worm.co.uk 


Mini Shears, 
£39, 01747 445059, 
niwaki.com 


In, a 
vs DA has 


Turn the page for more products 
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Royal Sussex 
Cucumber Trug, 
£80, 020 7148 3190, 
thenewcraftsmen.com 


from £94,°01608 65244255 "4 % 
raptureandwright.co.uk se 


Ergo Snips, 
£14.95, 
0345 092 0283, 
sarahraven.com 


Kitchen Garden Gardening Bag, 
£39.99, 020 7352 5656, 


chelseagardener.com Skargaarden Reso Dining 


Chair in light green, 
from £349, 0330 363 0330, 
houseology.com 


RHS Endorsed Digging Fork, 
£39.99, 0114 233 8262, 
burgonandball.com 


Hunter Lightweight 
Pulltab Wellington Boots, 
£140, 01989 730217 
thewellyshop.com 


Red Grow Table on Wheels, 
€129, +31 (0)346 218 111, 
dewiltfang.nl 


Castor Trowel, 
£33, 024 7639 2497, 
implementations.co.uk 
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Mat Reese 

is head gardener at 
Malverleys, a private 
garden in Hampshire. 


Matteuccia struthiopteris 
Appearing earlier than many ferns, the 
shuttlecock fern is best planted in bold 
groups in a cool, damp woodland or on 
the margins of a pond or brook. Once 
established it will make suckering colonies 
of funnel-shaped plants with thin, almost 
translucent, green fronds. It dislikes drying 
out, and will show signs of scorch if it does. 


’ Plant in good soil and protect from cold, 


easterly weather. Cut old fronds away in 
autumn and marry with snowdrops — when 
the fern is dormant the snowdrops can take 
centre stage and vice versa. AGM. 


Height 1.3m. 

Origin Europe, Asia and North America. 
Conditions Moist soil that does not get 
too dry during the growing seasons. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 9b-11. 
Season Spring and summer. 
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Dicentra formosa 

This bleeding heart is a particularly good 
coloniser that creates lovely drifts of 
soft-green, fern-like foliage, above which 
numerous blossoms are held in thin, 
drooping racemes. Looks pretty when 
growing among other spreading 
woodlanders with contrasting foliage, 
such as epimediums or bergenias. 

These combinations can be quite 
satisfying creating tapestry-like carpets 
of different textures and shapes that also 
help to keep weeds at bay by sewing up 
the ground and hiding the soil. 


Height 40cm. 

Origin Western North America. 
Conditions Humus-rich soil; sun or 
shade. Not too wet. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-10b. 
Season Spring. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


and evergreen foliage that will help to smooth the transition 


Galium odoratum 

Abundant throughout the British Isles, this 
terribly pretty woodlander is well worth 
using in the garden. In spring, the 


fresh-green carpets of scented foliage are 
embroidered with clusters of small, white 
flowers. It should be kept away from 
delicate plants, which it might otherwise 
smother, but can be left to embrace more 
robust plants, such as ferns, shrubs and 
trees. Will grow on most soils, though 
prefers a layer of humus-rich leaf mould to 
run through. I normally lift and pot on any 
unwanted plants in autumn. 


Height 15cm. 

Origin Europe and north Africa. 
Conditions Woodland conditions — but 
not too wet. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season Spring. 
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Geranium pyrenaicum ‘|sparta’ 
This extremely polite self-sower is good at 
finding its way through perennials and 
shrubs without ever becoming a menace. 
Plants can break up predictable plantings as 
they wend hither and thither, but also strike 
lovely, accidental combinations with 
perennial neighbours, such as catmint and 
sedums. ‘Isparta’ is a more robust clone with 
larger flowers than some others, although 
none of the wild charm is lost as it sends out 
scrambling sprays of typical cranesbill 
flowers from spring into autumn. 


Height 40-50cm. 

Origin Southern Europe, northern Africa 
and western Asia. Selected in Turkey. 
Conditions Sun with good, 

well-drained soil. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season Summer into autumn. 


Daphniphyllum macropodum 
Superficially, this evergreen shrub is similar 
to rhododendron, but has a denser canopy, 
rounder habit and a greater tolerance of 
bright sunshine. In spring, the canopy is 
flushed with whorls of copper-tinted leaves 
held on bright-red petioles. Leaves gradually 
fade to green and develop a striking, 
glaucous underside. Its flowers are 
inconspicuous, but the loose bunches of 
blueberry-like fruit (on female plants) are 
notable in autumn. Plants propagated from 
seed will show considerable variation, so 
shop in spring to select the best forms. 


Height 4-8m. 

Origin Japan, Korea and China. 

Conditions Shelter from strong winds, good 
well-drained soil; can tolerate sun or shade. 
Hardiness RHS H4. 

Season Year-round. 


Places 
to visit 
Recommended places 


to see seasonal plants 
at their best 
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May is the nicest month to 
visit gardens, the days are 
long and the gardens are full 
of youthful vigour. Inverewe 
in northwest Scotland is one 
of the finest gardens in the 
UK. It nestles on the shores 
of the beautiful Loch Ewe 
and is bathed in the Gulf 
Stream-warmed winds. It’s 
notable for the collections of 
rare trees and shrubs, mixed 
borders and for its collection 
of somewhat-tender plants 
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Fapaver cambricum 

‘Frances Perry’ 

I acquired this tomato-red form of the 
Welsh poppy from the treasure trove that is 
Cally Gardens. The typical poppy flowers 
are produced through the spring on thin, 
graceful stems. Though not particularly 
unusual, it is certainly charming and a 
determined volunteer that comes true from 
seed. Seedlings will appear here and there 
but are most keen to find a foothold on the 
edge of borders where drainage is sharp. 
Chop plants back before the seed capsules 
ripen if you wish to avoid self-sowing. 


Height 40cm. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Any good garden soil, but not 
saturated conditions. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-1l. 

Season Spring into early summer. 


growing at a northerly 
extreme. The gorgeous 
vegetable garden looks out 
over the loch and is very well 
kept. Inverewe, Achnasheen, 
Poolewe IV22 2LG. Tel 0131 
458 0200, nts.org.uk 

May is an especially good 
month to visit the Beth 
Chatto Gardens and see all 
the elements from the 
famous gravel garden to the 
woodland doing really well. 
The garden not only boasts 


Neolitsea sericea 

Plants with decent evergreen foliage are 
always useful, particularly in winter when 
the bulk of the garden is resting, and this 
Japanese silver tree is one of the best. Its 
sizable, elliptical leaves are attractively 
patterned with prominent veins, and the 


undersides are silver with a golden lustre. In 
spring, new leaves, with the appearance and 
feel of golden silk, unfurl from sharp- 
pointed golden buds. The gold coating 
fades as the leaves mature turning olive 
green. Best planted in a sheltered position 
protected from north easterlies. 


Height 8m. 

Origin China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan. 
Conditions Sheltered position and shade 
tolerant; any good garden soil. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 8a-11. 

Season Year-round. 


lovely compositions but 
interesting collections of 
plants. It has a fine nursery, 
which is worth a trip alone. 
Elmstead Market, Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB. Tel 01206 
822007, bethchatto.co.uk 
Rhododendrons are 
at their best in May and 
Bowood House in Wiltshire 
has a very notable and 
historic collection in the 
woodland gardens, which 
are open from 28 April until 


early June. It is home to 
extensive plantings originally 
conceived in 1854 and the 
planting continues today 
with the addition of many 
rare and exciting species. 
Bowood House and Gardens, 
Calne, Wiltshire SN11 OLZ. 
Tel 01249 81210, bowood.org 
Should you be planning a 
trip to Italy this month, then 
now is the perfect time to 
visit one of the world’s most 
romantic gardens, Ninfa, 


Lychnis flos-cuculi Jenny 

(= ‘Lychjen’) 

With powder-puff, pink blooms, this is a 
delightful take on the native ragged robin. It 
resents drying out — much like its resident 
cousin — and is best grown in a cooler, damp 
border, although it also does very well in a 
pot. I tend to use it in pots or slipped into 
the border as a filler, especially among cold 
blues. I also cut flowers for the house as it 
does particularly well. The flowers are very 
long lasting and can be had from May into 
August; deadheading and light pea-sticking 
will help keep the show going. 


Height 40cm. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Moist soil that does not dry 
out; part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season Spring into summer. 
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dig in plantsman’s favourites 
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Julipa Evergreen’ 
This is possibly the longest-flowering tulip 


of all with flowers continuing well into June 
and lasting for weeks in the house as a cut 
flower. The secret of this extraordinary 
stamina is the chlorophyll held within the 
petals, which photosynthesise in much 

the same way as foliage does to provide 
sustenance to the plant. The soft, green 
flowers are useful in the more quiet areas of 
the garden where loud colours might look 
too brazen. ‘Evergreer’ sits well with 
wallflowers or sweet rocket. If using as a cut 
flower, arrange with alliums and honesty 
for a striking display. 


Height 45cm. 

Origin Garden origin. 
Conditions Any garden soil. 
Hardiness RHS H7. 

Season Spring. 


near Rome. It's the stunning 
combination of ruins, 
climbing roses and a chalk 
stream that make the garden 
so very special. Roses and 
wisteria tumble from the 
ruins and trees into the clear, 
slinking waters — all beneath 
a Mediterranean sun. 
Bellissimo! Giardino di Ninfa, 
Doganella di Ninfa, Via 
Provinciale Ninfina 68, 04012 
Cisterna di Latina, Latina, 
Italy. fondazionecaetani.org 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, Gardens Illustrated 
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most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 
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Gardens to 
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Discover an incredible expanse of gardens that both 


‘’ hark back to a gloriously regal England and promise an 


ver the past three years, 
6) Leeds Castle head 

gardener Andrew McCoryn 
has been working on a vision to 
bring the gardens back to their 
true potential. He wanted them 
to burst with year-round colour, 
display flora and fauna from all 
around the world and introduce 
visitors to the contrasting 
gardens across the estate. 

The 12th-century moated 
Leeds Castle is set within 500 
acres of beautiful grounds in 
the heart of Kent — the county 
described as the garden of 
England. Last year, the Leeds 
Castle gardeners developed the 
Castle Island Gardens to create 
an ancient feel, with traditional 
flowers such as magnolias, roses 
and lavenders in creams and 
white. By contrast, the Barbican 
Mill rockery boasts flora and 
fauna from all corners of the 
world, with Turkish bulbs and 


Australian tree ferns. 

The Culpeper Garden has an 
informal layout and low box 
hedges as a border featuring 
roses, lupins and poppies to 
create a profusion of colour and 
scent. This traditional English 
cottage garden was designed in 
1980 by garden designer 
Russell Page. 

The Lady Baillie Mediterranean 
Garden is head gardener 
Andrew McCoryn’'s ‘must-visit’ 
garden for visitors: “We've 
introduced more palm trees, 
bananas and cacti along a 300 
metre-long border. The Lady 
Baillie garden is the Castle's 
hidden gem and has a warm 
south-facing aspect with superb 
views across the Great Water.” 

Leeds Castle is located near 
Maidstone in Kent, just off 
Junction 8 of the M20 and within 
easy reach of London. Grounds 
open at 10am daily. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT LEEDS-CASTLE.COM 
OR CALL 01622 765400 


experience of the exotic, all within the grounds of Leeds Castle 


ANDREW’S GARDENING 
TRENDS PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2017: 


A renewed interest in 
English gardening; growing 
hardy plants such as tulips, 
irises, clematis and roses. 
The seasons will be 
celebrated more, especially 
autumn with late flowering 
plants and leaves. 

Colour combinations 

in flowers, particularly 
herbaceous perennials, will 
create more comments. 


Conifers will finally gain 
more attention late in 2017. 


SORREL 


“TRIDOLO. 


IN THE GARDEN 


gardener cook 


GREEKYCRESS. 


Jojo is in curious mood this month creating a patchwork planet of leaves that 
can transport her to far-off lands without ever leaving her allotment 
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he fashion for cabinets of wonder or wunderkammers — 

curated rooms or boxes of curiosities gathered from the 

natural world — began in the 16th century and carried on 
right through to the 18th. More recently, modern artists, such as 
Joseph Cornell have taken the concept and made it new again. It’s a 
good idea for gardeners too. Now we can all travel the world in the 
pages of a seed catalogue, why not set aside a small patch of ground 
and fill it with squares sown with leaves (salads and herbs) from every 
corner of the globe? In time you'll have a patchwork of tastes capable 
of transporting you from Mexico to the Mediterranean. You could mix 
some once popular but now forgotten herbs, such as hyssop and sweet 
cicely, with familiar favourites, such as rosemary and thyme, but if 
youre looking for inspiration I would recommend the following: 
Fenugreek (Trigonella foenum-graecum) is often grown as a green 
manure but is used widely in Indian cookery; the obovate leaves have 
a faint curryish aroma and pleasant, pea-like taste. It should be sown 
successionally (eat only tender young leaves) at three-week intervals. 
Greek cress (Lepidium sativum) is a peppery, vigorous-growing 
cress with a curly parsley-like leaf and a nutty, clean, fresh, cressy 
taste with a hot follow on. It can be grown year round. 


WHAT TO DO NOW 


Sorrel (Rumex acetosa) is a herb no garden should be without. It is 
shade tolerant so a good choice for overlooked gardens. The common 
herb has large, shield-shaped leaves, and if picked often it carries on 
producing small tender leaves throughout the year. French or buckler 
leaved sorrel (Rumex scutatus) has smaller leaves, and is supposedly 
superior but I have always been very happy with the larger-leaved 
species. Propagate by division. 

Stridolo (Silene vulgaris), also known as sculpit, is an European 

herb with a subtle, mild tarragon-like flavour with hints of chicory 
and peppery rocket. Its unusual flowers — like a speckled, pink, hot 
air balloon fringed with white petals — are a bonus. Excellent in 
omelettes or chopped into pasta. 

Pipiche (Porophyllum linaria) is a fast-growing, Mexican herb 

that has a fresh, citrus and coriander flavour, with notes of anise; 
the narrow leaves have glands that secrete essential oils. It has 

tufty, pod-like, blueish-purple blooms, which make it an attractive 
addition to the herb garden. 

Wild rocket (Diplotaxis tenuifolia) is more fiery than the fatter-leaved 
salad rocket with deeply serrated, narrow leaves. It self seeds all over 
my allotment and its bright-yellow flowers are always a welcome sight. 


As the base leaf in your salad bowl ‘Little Gem’ 


is an excellent choice, but if you're looking for 
fresh ideas to sow this season then try the 
sweet-tasting ‘May Queen’ a 19th-century, 
heirloom butterhead cultivar, with pale-lemon 
hearts, flushed pink. Make sure your soil is in 


good heart (so it can retain moisture). Direct 
sow Shallowly into damp soil. Back up with 
plants grown in modules indoors, to fill gaps 
later on. Remember to thin seedlings out to 
avoid overcrowding and disease. Control slugs 
with beer traps or pick them off at night by 


torchlight. Harvest lettuces by picking off the 
larger leaves from the outside leaving a 
minimum of three remaining, this ‘lettuce tree’ 
method makes plants productive for longer, 
while the constant harvesting keeps plants 
small and cuts down on the need for watering. 
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gardener cook 


IN THE KITCHEN 


Thoughts of journeying to exotic lands and the green leaves of early 
summer inspire a fresh-tasting salad and spicy filled flatoreads 


ate spring, before hotter temperatures wither and harden 

leaves, is the best time to try dishes made with cime di rape 

(turnip tops), chard, spinach and sorrel, and make use of 
herbs, such as parsley, tarragon, chives and dill, with a generous 
hand. One of my favourite sandwiches is egg mayonnaise, chopped 
not with cress but with a handful of fresh sorrel sliced into thin 
ribbons. At this time of year you can use fresh dill to make a dish of 
cured mackerel. In a bowl, mix together 85g of sugar, 70g of salt, 
10g of crushed black peppercorns and a bunch of finely chopped 


RECIPES 
Potatoes with fenugreek 


Aspring sowing of fenugreek as a green 
manure meant | had a glut of fresh, 
pea-flavoured fenugreek leaves to make this 
early summer potato salad. The leaves can 
also be added to a salad or eaten with peas in 
a lightly spiced broth. If you find the taste too 
bitter squeeze over some lemon juice. 


* 1 large bunch of fresh fenugreek 

* 500g small, new potatoes (waxy 
salad type) 

° 2tbsp butter 

* 1tbsp olive oil 

¢ 1ltsp ground coriander 

¢ Y4tsp ground turmeric 

* Sea salt and pepper to taste 


Cut off and discard the stalks and roots of 
the fenugreek and wash the leaves. Soak 
these in a bowl of water while you scrub the 
potatoes, halving any larger than an egg. Ina 
heavy-bottomed pan heat half the butter 
and all the oil and cook the potatoes, tossing 
frequently for 10 minutes until lightly 
browned. Add the greens and toss to wilt 
them (2 min) add the rest of the butter. 

Put the lid on and lower the heat. Cook 

until tender (10 min) check often and add 

a little water if they are sticking. Finally, take 
off the lid, turn up the heat and add the salt, 
pepper and spices, stir for a minute then 
serve with lemon wedges on the side. 
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Boulanee 

Lesley Blanch (1904-2007) was a traveller 
and writer, most famous for her book The 
Wilder Shores of Love. Alongside her historical 
and biographical works she published 

a couple of light-hearted collections of 
recipes gleaned from her travels, filled with 
descriptions of meals that read like scenes 
from a lost Fellini film. In her From Wilder 
Shores: The Tables of My Travel she describes 
a journey across Afghanistan sustained by 
boulanee, a type of flatbread filled with 
Afghan leeks (gandana), which inspired me 
to make these stuffed, half-moon-shaped 
flatbreads for myself using an abundant crop 
of the green leaves of bunching onion ‘Kyoto 


dill (around 100g). Sprinkle a third of this herb mixture on the 
bottom of a gratin dish and lay two, fresh mackerel fillets, skin side 
down on top. Cover with another third of the herb mixture, and 
place two more mackerel fillets (flesh to flesh) on top of this. Sprinkle 
over the remaining third of the herb mixture and cover with cling 
film, then weigh down with a wooden chopping board and leave 

in the fridge to cure for at least 24 hours. When the mackerel is 

ready, scrape off the herb mixture and cut the fillets into thin slices 
(watching out for bones). Serve with rye bread and a beetroot salad. 


Market’ for the filling, but small leeks or green 
onion tops will also do fine. 


For the flatbreads 

* 250g strong white bread flour 

« Yetsp dried yeast 

« Yetsp sea salt 

* IZtsp sugar 

* 200ml tepid water 

For the filling 

* 250g leeks or spring onions 
(trimmed weight) 

¢ Ztsp salt 

* Ytsp chilli flakes 

* 1tbsp vegetable oil 


Mix together the flour, dried yeast, sea salt, 
sugar and water to form a dough. Mix for 5 
minutes, let it relax for 3 minutes then knead 
again for 5 minutes. Place the dough in an 
oiled bowl and leave to rest for half an hour. 
Meanwhile finely slice the leeks or spring 
onions and place in a bowl. Add salt and chilli 
flakes and massage the seasoning into the 
chopped greens, squeezing hard. Rub in the 
vegetable oil and set aside for a few minutes 
in acolander to drain. When the dough is 
ready, flour a counter top and cut dough into 
6 pieces, form each into a ball then roll out 
(3mm thick). Place 3tbsp of leek mixture on 
one side of each flatbread, moisten the edges 
with water and fold over. Fry in batches with a 


little oil until golden brown on both sides. 


RADICEPURA 
FONDAZIONE 
ADIC 


f= 
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GARDEN FESTIVAL 


radicepurafestival.com 


@radicepurafestival.com 


via Fogazzaro 19, 95014, Giart 


FROM 215' APRIL 
To 21°' OCTOBER 


protagonists 


MICHEL PENA 

SARAH EBERLE 
JAMES BASSON 
KAMELIA ZAAL 

PABLO GEORGIEFF 
STEFANO PASSEROTTI 
ALFIO BONANNO 


EMILIO ISGRO 


+ 7 YOUNG DESIGNERS 


Mediterranean essence 


ART DESIGN - NATURE - GARDENS - EVENTS - SENSORY PATHS 


Land art, hybrid sounds, sensory paths and garden 
design: come discover the Mediterranean essence. 
The event re-writes the relationship between man and 
the environment, mirrors the new way of conceiving 


POWERED BY MAIN PARTNER 


FONDAZIONE 


open spaces and communities. The Radicepura 
Garden Festival brings young emerging talents 
together to address the environmental issues that 
face current and future generations. 


Harrod >< 


UK DESIGN & 
MANUFACTURE 


HORTICULTURAL SINCE 1954 


MADE FGTHEASURE & Oe SIENNAHOSTA 


DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE 
* FRUIT CAGES * RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 


- ARCHES + PERGOLAS + OBELISKS & SUPPORTS Online hosta specialist nursery. 
* GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT * WATERING Hostas of the finest quality. 


www.siennahosta.co.uk 


10% OFF 222 
Oo SVADGL4 

CALL 0333 400 1500 (local rate) 
VISIT www.harrodhorticultural.com 


gardening talent 


Vance Green 


Looking for a new career he could really love, Vance became a trainee at Trentham 
Gardens. Now he’s a key part of the Trentham team, planting the garden’s new meadows 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest garden memory | can vividly remember observing my 
grandmother taking cuttings and potting them up in the shed 

while | watched on in amazement. 

Is gardening a career change? My prior job was selling carpets and 
measuring up customers’ houses — | always seemed to look in the 
garden and discuss the plants with the owners (I never told my boss 
that). When my eldest daughter was born | decided to change my 
career to horticulture. | wanted to show that a job is not just something 
that we have to endure, but can be something that you love doing. 
Favourite garden It would have to be Trentham, | did my training 
here as part of the Historic and Botanic Garden Trainee Programme. 

| made good friends, learned worthwhile skills, as-well as being 
inspired on a daily basis by world-class designers, such as ‘Capability’ 
Brown, Piet Oudolf, Tom Stuart-Smith and Nigel Dunnett. 

Most valuable training My RHS qualifications are my most valuable 
training, giving me an in-depth knowledge of horticulture. Also the 
NPTC qualifications | have gained at Trentham and certificates gained 
with the help of the Professional Gardeners Trust. 


Favourite planting style This would have to be Trentham’s new 
woodland meadow, designed by Nigel Dunnett and created by the 
staff at Trentham. We will see the first full display from this spring. 
Biggest challenge facing gardeners today Getting young people in 
he industry to become the head gardeners of the future. However, 
schemes such as the Historic and Botanic Garden Bursary Scheme 
give young people or career changers a chance to get paid while 
earning new skills in some of our most amazing gardens. 

Favourite gardening blogs or books Keeping up to date with the 
atest horticultural news in industry magazines while reading articles 
on new gardens and relevant tasks for the time of year has become a 
avourite dinner-time routine. | can’t think of many professions where 
staff read about the job on their break, but | guess that’s what sets this 
industry apart from others. 


Contact green_vl@sky.com 

Trentham Gardens new meadows will be coming into their own this 
season. Details at trentham.co.uk. For more information about the 
Historic and Botanic Garden Trainee Programme, go to hbgtp.org.uk 
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Est 1920 


Barlow Tyrie has been making exceptional outdoor furniture since 1920, with collections 
in premium teak wood, stainless steel, powder-coated aluminium, and hand-woven 
synthetic fibre. Receipt of eighteen international design excellence awards. 


Barlow Tyrie Limited, Braintree CM7 2RN, England 
Tel: +44 (0)1376 557600 Email:sales@teak.com Visit: www.teak.com 


Adirondack 
collection 


STURGEON, SPONSOR: THE TELEGRAPH 


S, DESIGNER: ANDY 


GAPPHOTO 


OANNA KOSSA 


Chelsea 2017 preview 


We look at what are likely to be this year’s most talked-about gardens, highlight the 
hottest plants and products, and find out what it takes to become Best in Show 


Show details 


Opening dates 23-27 May 2017. 


Buying tickets 
Advance purchase only. Tickets are limited — go to rhs.org.uk/shows- 
events/rhs-chelsea-flower-show to check availability. 


Gardens Illustrated at Chelsea 
Come and see us at Stand EA430 on Eastern Avenue. Plus go to 
gardensillustrated.com for our podcast recorded at Chelsea. 


Contents 


38 Designer profiles 
The faces behind the main gardens vying for Best in Show, 
as well as the best Artisan and Fresh gardens 


48 Simply the best 
What makes a Best in Show garden stand out from the rest 


51 What not to miss this year 
A selection of products and plants to look out for at the show 
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Profile 


Name James Basson. 


Training BA Garden 
Design. 

Chelsea history 
Three gold medals 
and one silver gilt. 


38 


James Basson 


My wife Helen and | moved to France in 2000 and 
started our own design and build company. | had to 
make all the errors to learn that the books were 
probably right: if you want to do sustainable gardens 
you have to be very true to horticultural practice. 
Clients want their gardens now — they don't want to 
wait — and so we were planting in spring to start with 
but in fact you can't plant in spring if you want to 
make a sustainable garden. If you do, the plants die 
unless you water them constantly — and if you water 
them in the heat they'll probably die too. So you have 
to plant in autumn. 

My inspiration was landscape. I've always been 
inspired by what grows around me. So far, we've 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI 


_.» Designer profiles 


We preview the show gardens vying for this year’s 
SES. in Show and talk to the designers about the plants, 
eople and| ee that have inspired their designs 


really been doing one thing — making sustainable 
gardens — and we've just been concentrating on 
getting better at it. Our design philosophy hasn't 
changed. We came in with an idea and we've been 
evolving and developing it ever since. 

| love the creative process of making show 
gardens — that you can bring in mythology or goa 
bit crazy. Although this year’s Maltese garden is 
a natural Mediterranean landscape, it’s inspired by 
a striking quarry structure, something we're unlikely 
to ever have the opportunity to do in the real world. 
Doing show gardens is reassuring for us as it Shows 
that we're not formulaic designers, as every one we've 
done — Chelsea, Singapore, Japan — is different. 


Chelsea Flower Show cesicnerprofiles 


HELEN THOMAS 


James Basson's garden makes 
use of limestone and shrubby 
native plants found in Malta. 


Plot MA320. 
Sponsor 

M&G Investments. 
Contractor Crocus. 
Theme A sculptural 
garden that’s been 
carved out of an 

old quarry and 
softened with 
Mediterranean plants. 


SCAPE DESIGN 


iS 


1 It is not only the plants that suit the local environment in 
James's gardens. Often he chooses materials and structures 
that also relate to the landscape, such as this stone shelter for 
the seating area on his 2016 Chelsea garden for L'Occitane. 


3 James has used euphorbias and other drought-tolerant 
plants for this gravel garden in Cagnes-sur-Mer in the south of 
France. Rusted sculptural iron bars complement their colours 
and create a wave-like pattern that mirrors the winding path. 


len (pictured above, left) 


Until now, James’s show gardens have drawn on the 
landscape of the south of France for inspiration. This 
time it was a painting of a Maltese quarry that led 
him to visit these man-made landscapes and create 
his garden. Two monumental stone pillars (the tallest 
is 8m high) soar above the garden on its open side, 
signalling a different design approach both for James 
and sponsors M&G. James has imagined a quarry 
that has been worked, where native plants have taken 
root between the pieces of stone, and where people 
are now carving out a garden. Lines of quarried 
Franca, the Maltese name for the honey-coloured 
soft limestone that is cut into standard-sized blocks, 
create a strong sculptural element, softened by the 


2 A palette of low, hummocky, drought-tolerant plants line 
the paths in this garden built on a rocky scree slope in the south 
of France. The paths themselves use irregular paving slabs to 
create a natural-looking route through the planting. 


4 Different grasses, including Carex appressa var. virgata, 
add movement and texture as well as a feeling of calm to many 
of James's gardens. In this garden in Antibes, he has also used 
several Australian shrubs, such as grevilleas and melaleucas. 


perennials and low shrubby plants found in Malta 
and other parts of southern Europe. Steps lead down 
to a deep pool which suggests the water that collects 
at the bottom of a quarry. As the garden gently rises, 
the planting becomes taller and more shrubby, and 
brick walls, also made from Franca, create raised 
beds in which trees, such as Pistacia lentiscus and 
carob (Ceratonia siliqua), are grown. From here steps 
lead up to a stone platform from where you can 
enjoy a view across the soft planting in shades of lime 
green (from species of euphorbia, including the 
native Euphorbia melitensis, and giant fennel, Ferula 
communis), and in yellow and white. 

Contact +377 (0)97971536, scapedesign.com 
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- r ies 2 > 
PVisitors to Darren Hawkes's garden 
will get'the Chance to view'the 
Tplanting from'an elevated concrete ” 

walkway, seén here on the left: 


Darren Hawkes 


The landscape of Somerset, where | grew up, has 
been an influence on my design work, subconsciously. 
Sporadic strong accents of Lombardy poplars were 


always on my horizon and, as a consequence, | really 
like the rhythm of strong vertical accents. 
The influence of words and drama and the stage 


Name Darren Hawkes. and theatricality have also had a massive influence on 
Training Built gardens the way | feel about space and how | want people to 
for Robin Williams and react when they walk into a garden or sit on a bench 
Ivan Hicks. Now runs his beside planting I've designed. | think acting and 
own company. garden design — | trained as an actor before becoming 
Chelsea history a landscape gardener and then a designer — are very 
One gold medal, transferable skills. Both are concerned with the 
one silver gilt. question of how does our immediate space affect the 
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way we feel, the way we communicate. The gardens 
that | design and build are primarily a means of me 
affecting people, their emotions, the way they relate 
to one another. | want to be able to create these 
moments where you allow people to stop and think or 
allow them to escape from the crowd and take a book 
and find a little moment's tranquillity. 

I'm still learning about plants, probably always will 
be. | love repetition, and there are certain plants I've 
used again and again that work really well here in 
Cornwall where | live, in terms of coping with coastal 
conditions and wet weather. | use a lot of Pittosporum 
tobira and grasses, such as Calamagrostis, and 
Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Tom Thumb’ instead of box. 


Chelsea FE lower Show designer profiles 


Plot RGB2. 
Sponsor Linklaters. 
Contractor 

Bowles & Wyer. 
Theme A tranquil, 
enclosed space with 
bold concrete 


elements that 
draw in the visitor. 


DARREN HAWKE 


ALLAN POLLOK-MOR 


CHARLES FRANCIS 


1 Hand-cut pieces of slate were used to create the floating 
and tilting platforms in Darren's 2016 Chelsea garden for Brewin 
Dolphin. These offered an elevated view of the garden's relaxed 
planting, while also adding an element of adventure and fun. 


3 Darren specifies Lavandula x intermedia ‘Grosso’ for his 
Cornish gardens because it copes so well with wet winters. In this 
coastal garden — a slowly evolving mix of perennials, grasses, fruit 
and meadow - it helps soften the edge of a stone wall. 


(pictured above, left) 


The sloping nature of the Rock Bank site gives Darren 
the chance to do something groundbreaking for 
Chelsea: let the public enter his garden and climb, via 

a yew-enclosed flight of steps, to an elevated walkway. 
From here they will be able to lean over a waist-high 
hornbeam hedge and view the strong forms and layered 
planting. At the front, the enclosing hedge only allows 
glimpses through slits in the hornbeam and through 
gates that frame a set-piece water feature in basalt 
concrete (used for all the hard landscaping). The garden 
is designed as a sanctuary for cancer charity Maggie’s, 
and as a metaphor for how lives can be put back 
together after a cancer diagnosis, the walkways, benches 
and two structures suggest torn-apart buildings are all 


2 Wind-resistant Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Tom Thumb’ is 
used as an informal hedge and a repeat plant, in many of Darren's 
coastal gardens. Its dark-red foliage here works in contrast to the 
bright-red flowers of Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora ‘Mephistopheles’ 


4 Steel piping — to suggest tunnel vision — formed a tactile 
wall, softened by pink alliums, in Darren's 2013 garden for 
SeeAbility. Planting in blocks of complementary colours 
allowed those with sight loss to see it more clearly. 


created from a single cube of basalt concrete that could 
be reassembled to form a single mass. The garden offers 
intimate areas for refuge and an open, sunny terrace 
that looks across to a large border of plants with strong 
foliage, such as cardoons, and Rodgersia podophylla 
“Criig’s Colossus, which sweeps around to the base of a 
multi-stemmed amelanchier underplanted with 
crocosmia, used for its fresh foliage. Natural forms of 
multi-stemmed Buxus create a rhythm across the 
garden, and Rosa “The Garland’ provides scent in 
alcoves in the hedge at the back. Flowers in pink, violet, 
purple and white soften the dark forms. 

Contact 07577 250839, 
darrenhawkeslandscapes.co.uk 


Al 


Name Laurie Chetwood 
(left) and Patrick Collins. 
Training BA Dip Arch RIBA 
(Laurie). MA Landscape 
Design, CMLI (Patrick). 
Chelsea history Three gold 
medals. Patrick has another 


gold and two silver gilts. 
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Laurie Chetwood and Patrick Collins's 
bold architectural design features the 
circular Golden Symbol of Chengdu, 

which depicts the Sichuan legend of the 
Sun and the Immortal Birds. 


Laurie Chetwood and Patrick Collins 


Laurie When the RHS suggested we did a Chelsea 
garden in 2007, | thought “wow - this is fantastic”. The 
trouble with architecture is that it takes so long to get 
a building up and running. With a show garden you 
can send a message out quickly. | love that energy. A 
show garden gives you the opportunity to really flex 
your design muscles. | love the idea that people trust 
you to get on with the design. As a student, | 
discovered the work of to Gertrude Jekyll. | live near 
Godalming in Surrey so | know all her gardens. The 
link between the architect Edwin Lutyens and her 
gardens is something I've grown up with. | regret the 
fact that in the commercial world architects and 
landscape architects don't work together enough. 


Patrick Our Chelsea gardens have all been on the 
Triangle site, where there is no backdrop so you 
have to create a strong architectural element as 
the main focus. Laurie develops that and | develop 
the planting and landscaping. The challenge at 
Chelsea is trying to create something original. 
With the plants it could be the use of an unfamiliar 
or new cultivar, or using familiar species in a more 
unconventional way. | have been inspired by American 
landscape architects, such as Bernard Trainor, who 
always respond so beautifully to the location and 
character of a site. Their designs are inspired by 
nature but often incorporate strong architectural 
elements that give a very dynamic feel. 


Plot TR1. 

Sponsor 

Chengdu Government. 
Contractor Willerby 
Landscapes Ltd. 
Theme A garden that 
celebrates the capital of 
Sichuan province and the 
ancient trade route, the 
Silk Road, that winds 
through it. 


CHURCHILL 


Chelsea Flower Show cesiznerprofiles 


1 Lines of clipped herbs created strong bands of texture on 
the pair's 2011 Chelsea garden for B&Q. This mirrors planting on 
the walls of the garden's 9m-high ‘tower block’ (see right), 
showing many surfaces can be used for growing food. 


3 The Urban Oasis sculpture the duo created for their first 
Chelsea garden in 2007 made a dramatic statement. It was fitted 
with photovoltaic cells that harnessed energy and watered plants 
on demand; at dusk it lit up in shades of pink, blue and mauve. 


en (pictured above, left) 


Architect Laurie Chetwood and designer Patrick Collins 
have embraced the challenges of the Triangle site— and 
the fact that their garden will be rebuilt in the city of 
Chengdu after the show — with a strongly architectural 
design that celebrates Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan 
province, and the Silk Road, the ancient trade route that 
winds through it. Prefabricated formers, in gradated 
shades of red marine plywood, sweep up the rising 
landscape, like a series of breakwaters, to a peak of 6m, 
before falling away down the slope on the far side. Silk 
prayer flags flutter high above, from the highest 
pinnacles. Towards the bottom of the slope a plywood 
path, edged with a steel balustrade swathed in strips of 
colourful material, represents the Silk Road. On the 


2 Pleached limes and table-top mulberries reinforced the 
lines of the rectilinear ‘tower block’ that dominated the pair's 2011 
garden. The garden focussed on the multiple ways of growing 
food in cities, including in vertical greenhouses and balconies. 


4 Just as this year’s garden will be themed around the huge 
range of plants from Sichuan province, the duo’s 2009 Chelsea 
garden incorporated a large selection of plants used to make 
perfume, including roses, irises, lavender, ferns and sweet flag. 


level plain, a circular meeting place is decorated with 
imagery depicting the Sichuan legend of the Sun and 
the Immortal Birds, and will give the impression of a 
stage set, with clouds and the sun overhanging the scene 
below. The varied planting will draw on many of the 
species found in Sichuan province — including plants 
familiar to UK gardeners, such as rhododendrons, 
primulas and meconopsis — and will be lush and 
colourful on the plains and lower slopes, and sparser 
towards the peaks. Mounded shrubs represent the trees 
of the real landscape, with Euonymus alatus and various 
viburnums forming the main structural plants. 
Contact 020 7490 2400, chetwoods.com; 

07792 930303, patrickcollins-design.co.uk 
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In Charlotte Harris's first show garden for 
Chelsea, granite is used both in its natural 
boulder form and repeated in the terrace 

and in the larch and copper shelter. 


Name Charlotte Harris. 
Training Garden Design 
Diploma, Landscape 
Construction NVQ. 
Chelsea history First 
show garden. She has 
worked on planting 
teams at Chelsea. 
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Charlotte Harris 


My earliest memories of gardening are being in the 
garden with my grandfather and mother. | hada 
lovely childhood climbing trees, making forts, being 
very free. At weekends | helped my mother in the 
garden — that was our time together. It’s been quite 
informative in my thinking about how important 
green spaces are — however small they are, or in 
any kind of rough-and-tumble urban environment — 
and that we really should be defending those. 

| am a career changer (| came from a not-for- 
profit background) and after doing my garden design 
diploma | started working with Tom Stuart-Smith. 
Everyone is aware of his mastery in planting but his 
skill in design and his absolute rigour around hard 


This garden evokes the 
essence of Canada’s forests. 
Boardwalks cross a pool to 
a granite terrace, with a 
larch and copper shelter by 
architect Julia Feix. Pinus 
banksiana create dappled 


conditions for Gaultheria 
procumbens, ferns and 
Fragaria vesca. In more 
open spaces, Aquilegia 
canadensis, Lilium 
canadense and Geum 
rivale provide accents of 
copper and orange. The 
water edge is softened with 
a native grass, Hierochloe 
odorata, along with other 
natives Andromeda 
polifolia, Myrica gale and 
Cornus canadensis. 
Contact 07976 071141, 
charlotteharris.com 


Plot MA336. 

Sponsor Royal Bank 

of Canada. 

Contractor Landscape 
Associates. 

Theme Inspired by the 
ecologically rich boreal forests 
and waterways of Canada. 


IOON 


SARAH JANE M 


landscaping gave me the greatest training you could 
ever have. There was a real generosity in the studio 
around sharing and learning. 

The gardens |’m drawn to and aspire to make are 
places you could lose yourself in, where you don't 
quite know where the garden ends and landscape 
begins. They will also, perhaps, encompass a 
slowness in the reveal, and that might not just be the 
movement through it but also a seasonal reveal. |'m 
drawn to gardens that are timeless. When | was in 
Toronto | went to Martha Schwartz's lovely city park, 
Yorkville. lt was made in the mid 1990s and while you 
could tell it was of a different planting era it felt 
timeless and that to me is an incredible skill. 
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Chris Beardshaw’s garden 
features a pavilion that appears 
to be lightly suspended on two 
tree trunk-style supports. 


Profile 


Name Chris Beardshaw. 


Training Degrees in 
Horticulture and 
Landscape Architecture. 
Chelsea history Six 
gold medals, one silver 
gilt, one bronze; three 


times People's Choice. 


Chris Beardshaw 


One of the big differences for me between designing a 


private garden versus a community or public space is 
that in a private garden you are very much able to get 
to grips with who your client is, whereas in a public 
space | am acting as designer and client. Often ina 
public space people are motivated to be there for a 
very different reason than we are in our own gardens. 
In Greenwich Park, for example, the garden | 
designed is on an axial route so people are 
experiencing it while journeying from one end of 
the park to another. This requires it to be more 
ambitious, more flamboyant, to steal your attention 
away from the wider surroundings. In contrast my 
garden for Great Ormond Street, which was last 


2017 Chelsea 
garden 

For this garden, Chris has 
worked with musicians 
from the National Youth 
Orchestra to create music 


that conveys the narrative 
and atmosphere of the 
garden. The music (which 
will be played on site at 
certain times) has three 
movements and the 
garden has three parts: 

a leafy woodland area, 
where acers and unclipped 
yew and box form a light 
canopy for naturalistic 
planting, through an open 
oak pavilion to a sunny 
expanse of vibrant South 
African and aromatic 
Mediterranean plants. 
Contact 07721 450355, 
chrisbeardshaw.com 


Plot MA324. 

Sponsor Morgan Stanley. 
Contractor Chris 
Beardshaw Ltd. 

Theme An exploration 

of transition in the 
garden, and the way 
music can enhance 

how it is experienced. 


year’s Morgan Stanley show garden at Chelsea, 
became a green canvas on which people could 
project their own emotions. The garden was 
designed to be rebuilt at the hospital as a private 
and reflective space for parents and families of the 
children undergoing care, so it had to be a very quiet 
and intimate space. 

| think it’s almost impossible to design a garden well 
that doesn’t evoke all the senses. Of course the senses 
are not being stimulated to the same level in every part 
of the garden, all the time, and part of the great 
choreographic challenge we have as designers is to 
temper the rewards we provide, to decide which sense 
to trigger and where it’s going to be most stimulated. 
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Catherine MacDonald 

Plot Artisan garden AR563. 

Sponsor Seedlip. 

Contractor Landform Consultants. 

Theme A garden that evokes the art of distillation, 
using plants that link to the process. 


Catherine has chosen a conceptual approach to tell the story of sponsor 
Seedlip, a distiller of non-alcoholic spirits. An oak and copper framework 
represents a building where a 17th-century apothecary’s bench is paired with 
one from a modern laboratory. Both benches are bisected by copper-lined 
channels that draw water — essential in the process of distillation — across the 
garden in looping pipes. A central copper and bronze installation by sculptor 
Rupert Till, explored via a winding stone path, echoes elements of the 
distilling process. Much of the unusual planting, predominantly in shades of 
grey, green and copper, is drawn from species used in herbal medicine. Look 
out for barley, peas and citrus, ingredients in Seedlip’s first two spirits. 
Contact 01276 856145, landformconsultants.co.uk 


Jonathan Smith and 
Adam Woolcott 


Plot Artisan garden AR567. 

Sponsor World Horse Welfare. 

Contractor Conway Landscapes. 

Theme A garden that highlights the plight of 
neglected horses and their rescue. 


The theme of this charity-sponsored garden suits this duo’s flair for detailed 
native planting in rustic settings. Reclaimed brick, stable floor blocks and 
slate roof tiles are used to create the derelict corner of the garden where 
toxic plants, such as ragwort and spear thistle, and discarded barbed wire, 
pose dangers to a neglected horse. Once rescued, it can enjoy life in the 
meadow, with shade from a Spanish chestnut and shelter from a native 
hedge. The perennial meadow is a mix of native grasses and delicate flowers, 
such as meadow buttercup, with flag irises and marsh marigolds along the 
stream. The full-size horse is sculpted from horse shoes by Tom Hill. 
Contact 01279 755965, woolcottandsmith.com 
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Kate Gould 


Plot Fresh garden FR72. 
Contractor Kate Gould Gardens. 
Theme An urban apartment block that has 


been greened up to provide a tranquil 
outdoor space for its residents. 


Kate has taken on the challenge of making the hard, tight spaces of a 
typical apartment block into places to linger. Each level of this three-storey 
section has been greened up, according to the microclimate it provides. 

In the shady basement, big-leaved evergreens, such as fatsia and Cyathea 
australis, create lush foliage while the planted walls also provide a jungly 
effect. A cantilevered seat is placed where the sound of water falling into a 
trough can be enjoyed. Metal steps lead up to a bamboo deck with further 
seating facing a hawthorn tree. The concrete wall adjoining the steps to the 
upper level, where the planting is more Mediterranean, is inset with fibre 
optic lights that provide gentle illumination at night. 

Contact 01923 839733, kategouldgardens.com 
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Sarah Eberle 

Plot Artisan garden AR560. 

Sponsor Viking Cruises. 

Contractor Belderbos Landscapes. 

Theme A courtyard garden inspired by the shapes, 
textures and planting of Barcelona. 


This garden celebrates the planting and modern arts movement found in 
Barcelona, in particular the textures and shapes of Gaudi’s architecture. 
Three freestanding curved walls, ascending in height from a low vibrant 
mosaic wall (by Gary Drostle) to a 2.4m rugged stone one at the back, 
create sculptural punctuation marks across the garden. They are interleaved 
with architectural plants, such as agaves, opuntias and cycas, shot through 
with tones of orange from flowers such as Digitalis canariensis. Water flows 
from the back wall into a rill that follows the garden boundary to where the 
mosaic wall becomes a bench. A chair made from lightweight concrete 
creates a sculptural element at the front of the garden. 

Contact 01256 895754, saraheberle.com 


David Domoney 


Plot Artisan garden AR564. 

Sponsor Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
Contractor ArunLandscapes Ltd. 

Theme A garden of remembrance that marks 100 


years of Commonwealth War Graves. 


Fittingly for the Artisan category, the construction of this 8m x 6m memorial 
garden, which marks the centenary of the foundation of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission, employs the skills of CWGC craftsmen from 
around the world. The designer incorporates materials and motifs from the 
graves to shape a series of circles and curves in brick, metal and Portland 
stone. The central arch, clad in a memorial wreath, frames a flight of stone 
steps that lead on to a platform. Here the visitor can sit on a circular bench, 
screened from the outside world by the canopies of Acer palmatum. 
Hornbeam hedging encloses the plot, while a sea of alliums above textured 
foliage plants, multiplied in reflective mirrors, suggest the fallen soldiers. 
Contact email info@domoney.tv, daviddomoney.com 


Jack Dunckley 


Plot Fresh garden FR87. 

Sponsor Bermuda Tourism Authority. 

Contractor Jack Dunckley Ltd. 

Theme A colourful exotic garden that represents 


the spectacle of a volcanic eruption. 


Multiple angles and reflections, lush tropical planting and purple and red 
lighting create the energy and drama of a volcanic eruption. Jack has set this 
stylised volcano on Bermuda and is hoping to source a handsome native fan 


palm Sabal bermudana, which is now under threat, as the focal point of this 
Fresh garden. Four triangles of sheet aluminium, laser cut in sections through 
which the ground-level planting can be glimpsed, surround the palm. At the 
centre of each triangle flames dance up through limestone rocks suggesting 
flowing lava and these, with the architectural foliage of plants, such as Alocasia 
‘Calidora, Ensete ventricosum and Philodendron bipinnatifidum, are reflected 
in two boundary walls, creating a series of illusions. 

Contact 01273 494058, jackdunckley.com 
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Simply the best 


All the gold-medal winning gardens at Chelsea are outstanding, but only one can be 
crowned Best in Show. We look at what makes one garden stand out from all the rest 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI 


xperienced Chelsea designers walk down Main Avenue the __ weren’t tied by a particular brief. For his 2016 garden, which 

evening before the medals are awarded and can usually certainly had both an original layout and refreshingly different 

predict the gold medal gardens. It’s trickier, though, to pick _—_ planting, it was the sculptural fins that sparked the design, and 
out Best in Show. On paper, this is the garden that has achieved the __ the night before submitting it to sponsor The Telegraph and 
highest score on the judges’ checklist, which covers nine criteria, contractors Crocus Andy made a model (below) out of 
including design, spatial composition, quality of the build and cardboard and plasticine. “This meant we could get [> 
planting excellence. But what lifts one gold medal winner he 
above another? Veteran Chelsea judge James Alexander- 
Sinclair explains: “You're looking for new and exciting 
design, for someone who’s treating the rectangular plot 
slightly differently. And youre also looking for new and 
exciting planting.” There is no trick he can teach 
designers, he says. “The answer is just do everything really, 
really well — and do it better than the others.” 

Andy Sturgeon, who won the accolade for the second 

time last year, observes that all of the recent Best in Show 
designers were given free reign by their sponsors and 
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This picture Planting for Andy's 2016 Best 

in.Show Telegraph garden was based 

around a shrubby, arid palette, but included 

bursts of bright.colour from Digitalis 

canariensis, with its\architectural leaves and 
¥ striking) burnt-orange flowers. ” 


‘Top right Bronze-coated steel fins — 
inspired by the bony plates of a stegosaurus 
> gave the garden a sculptural feel. 


a AZ ay Wes 


: “Dan Pearson's 2015 Best in 


Show garden for Laurent:Perrier\: 
“emphasised spatial Composition 
‘and planting excellence! 


es i‘ Lat 


The highly designed artist's studio ~~ 
on Phillip Jotinson’s 2013'Best: ve 
if Show“Trailfinders Australian | 
> Garden ‘was inspired by the. 

: petals of a waratah plant. 
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The People’s Choice 


As the name suggests, this award is for the garden with the 
greatest numbers of votes given by the public. Voting is 
online, and doesn't start until all of the main gardens have 
been shown on the BBC. Gardens with energetic media 
teams savvy at using social media may well have an 
advantage, but it’s the ones with a strong back story that 
tend to win it. More than 57,000 people voted in 2015 when 
the Sentebale garden designed by Matt Keightley was the 
winner. It was a boost for the children’s charity but also for 
the designer. “As designers we only ever get the chance to 
receive feedback from a select few — individual clients, and 
even less often our peers and a judging panel — so to 
receive an award that stems from the feedback of 
thousands of people is a fantastic feeling,” says Matt. 
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[> down at eye level and see all the views the judges, the public 
and the cameras would see,” he says. Initially he imagined 
woodland planting for the scheme but changed his mind when 
he remembered that this had been used widely in 2015. As the 
fins took shape, the garden started to feel hot and dry so he 
devised a shrubby, arid palette that would feature many plants 
he had never used before, and which he hoped would also be 
new to most of the judges. 

The build was perhaps more complex than some of 
Andy’s previous gardens — the foundations had to be colossal, 
and the huge scale of the structures meant that everything had 
to be craned in — and a delay in the delivery of the stone meant 
that he was having to plant with the construction team still on 
site. But his biggest challenge, surprisingly, was the 
“embarrassment of plants”. 

“Almost everything succeeded and I had so many that it was hard 
to know what to use,” he admits. Even though they had a practice 
session at Crocus headquarters during the build, Andy wasn’t sure 


Chelsea Flower Show tes: in show 


The 2014 Best in Show garden 


Sav 


~ romanticism with carefully 
controlled planting and colour. 


how the plants would speak to each other, until they assembled them 
on the garden. He spent many hours checking vistas, something he 
does with all his show gardens, to make sure there was a rich layering 
of foliage. He had placed two fins and a tree at the front to force 
people to walk down the side of the garden. “Some people just walk 
down Main Avenue and never see the views from the side or back. 

I go to great lengths to make all the views interesting.” 

There’s no doubt that having an experienced team of contractors is 
beneficial. Crocus has clocked up nine Best in Shows so far and this 
year is the choice of three-times gold medallist James Basson. For a 
designer knowing you can rely on such expertise leaves you time to 
perfect the planting. “Best in Show has to be a garden with a heart and 
soul,” says Andy. “But in the end, it comes down to planting. You have 
to have it nailed to win. It has to be faultless.” 

How did he feel when he had tweaked the last leaf, and the 
garden was ready for the final judging? Did it feel like a Best in 
Show contender? “I very clearly remember standing there and 


thinking there is nothing I would change.” 


JASON INGRAM 


What not to miss this year 


You'll find camassias 
galore on the stand of 
specialist nursery Hare 
Spring Cottage Plants, 
which is exhibiting at 
Chelsea for the first time. 
Look out for the creamy- 
white, semi-double 
Camassia leichtlinii 
‘Semiplena’ (left) and 
the mid-blue beauty, 

C. leichtlinii ‘Blue 
Candle’ GPF199 


¢ David Harber was 
inspired by the phases 

of the moon and the 
shadows of an eclipse 

to create his new 

sculpture The Eclipse (left). 
Interlocking rings in 
sapphire-blue stainless 
steel, with contrasting 

gold leaf on the inner 
surface, create a 
harmonious whole. MA332 


* The centrepiece of Nigel 
Dunnett’s RHS Greening 
Grey Britain garden (part of 
the RHS stand) is a bespoke 
edible table. Made from 
reclaimed timber, it seats up 
to ten people and features 
espaliered fruit trees and 
herbs. The garden also 
includes an apartment 
block with balconies, 

and a 12m wall covered in 
wildflowers and street art 
scenes (left) by Sheffield 
artist Jo Peel (jopeel.com). 


+ The lightweight oak frame 
for this dark-topped table 
(£1,248), and the oak chairs 
(£792 each) that tuck neatly 
beneath it, make the Gaze 
Burvill Levity dining set by 
Sussex-based designer 
Katie Walker an elegant 
option for rooftop or other 
smaller terraces. MA333 
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.. Emma Keswick has lovingly developed her Cotswold garden 
-over'more than threedecades. The result is a triumphant English:gardeny 


LU , ora grand scale,with majestic topiary and exuberant planting 


WORDS ANNIE GATT! PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 
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The kitehen garden'path, edged by cottage 

ee - garden borderspis tramed by hornbeam hedges 
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: a . and espaliered medlars (Mespiliis germanica). 

eh v") * Iwo lines. of-exuberant topiary birds sitting:on 

5 - 
~ yew-plinths draw the eye up to the Cotswold 
storie dovecote, which was designed by owner 


are 
= Emma Keswick with architect Rob Gardner, 


hen Emma Keswick and her husband 
Simon bought Rockcliffe House and the 
surrounding farmland in 1981, there was 
no garden to speak of. The house was 
surrounded on three sides by undulating 
Cotswold farmland and, because for the first 
eight years the couple were living abroad, 
carving out the garden was a gradual process. 

But during return visits Emma, who 
trained in garden design at Merrist Wood 
(and is currently working on a re-design for 
the first Maggie’s Centre in Edinburgh), 
started to create the structure. She planted 
evergreen hedges and topiary, built walls and 
laid Yorkstone paths to make a series of 
interconnecting areas. At the tranquil heart 
of the garden is a wide, closely mown lawn 
framed with two lines of beech obelisks. On 
either side, areas of profusion, in controlled 
colour schemes, create an immaculately 
tended garden of great beauty. I spoke to 
Emma about the garden’s evolution. 


What was your starting point? 

I’ve never had a masterplan; one area led to 
another in my eye. The house drops down 
to a lake at the back, which is not ours, so 

I realised the garden would have to go out 
front, where the cars were parked. The first 
thing I did was move the car park to the side 
of the house. I wanted a clean sweep to the 
view from the front of a perfect Cotswold 
scene with grazing sheep, so we made a 
ha-ha. The only more or less level part of |[> 


Clockwise from top left 


Two rows of beech obelisks stand sentry on either 
side of a neatly mown lawn. Beech was chosen for 
the way it holds its leaves all year, and has wonderful 
fresh-green foliage in spring. 

Plantings of pawn-shaped yew topiary mark 

the crossing points of paths. Longer grass 

contrasts with close-cut grass on pathways. 


Hummock-shaped topiary and herbaceous plants 
ground the planting on the terrace while allowing an 
uninterrupted view, to a distant bronze sculpture by 
Nigel Hall, which Emma adores because you can see 
through it. The view to it is elongated by narrowing the 
lines of beech, a device adapted from the allée of 
statues at the Palazzo Corsini in Florence. 


Topiary birds in the kitchen garden were grown on 
frames and took nearly ten years to develop. 
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> the garden was next to the tithe barns so 
that’s where we made the kitchen garden, 
enclosed with a wall. It’s not ideal, as it’s ina 
frost pocket, but I had nowhere else to put it. 
What kind of gardens are you drawn to? 
My favourite garden is Rousham — I have 
been influenced by the beauty and purity of 
William Kent’s masterpiece. | like my planting 
to be billowing and blowsy but the garden 
must have lots of structure — as that’s what 
you've got to hold your interest in winter. 
From where do you get inspiration for 

your design ideas? 

I find that what you have to play with — the 
lie of the land — dictates what the design 

is going to be. All my ideas are based on 
something I’ve read about, seen or visited. 
Most people adapt a memory they’ve got — 
and therefore the more gardens you go and 
see, the more you've got to play with. 

What has been the trickiest part and why? 
The planting on the terrace in front of the 
house, because I look down on it from my 
bedroom. We pass through it 20 times a day 
and see it from every angle, so it has to look 
good all year round. I’m trying to get it to be 
all shrubby, to have hummocks of green and 
grey, with eruptions of colour in between. 
But it’s difficult because the plants fall over 
on each other all the time. My advice is not 
to have too many small plants — they get lost. 
What is your favourite part of the garden? 
I love looking at the dovecote every day. I 
knew I wanted a focal point at the top of the 
orchard and once I decided on a dovecote 

I looked at endless books, and had endless 
versions of it drawn by architect Rob 
Gardner until eventually we got it right. The 
birds sit on the gilded weathervane, which 

I copied from Eton College chapel, and they 
are so beautiful, especially against a blue sky. 
This is a high-maintenance garden. How 
do you cope with it? 

This is an incredibly labour-intensive garden, 
with so much clipping and cultivating, 

and I want to be on top it. I’m lucky to have 
a very competent team of three full-time 
gardeners and two trainees on the Work [> 


Right A curved yew hedge, separates an area of long 
grass and cow parsley from the herbaceous border, 
where four Irish yews, bought as mature specimens, 
punctuate more formal planting of Rosa ‘Roseraie de 
I'Hay’ Thalictrum ‘Elin’ and Valeriana officinalis. 
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Emma’s approach to planting 


The garden gets very cold in winter, often 
falling to -3°C or -4°C, and the soil is thin so 
there are many plants | can’t use. | have a 
basket of labels (my dead plant cemetery) to 
remind me of ones that have failed. But the 
soil is free draining, which means roses, irises 
and bulbs do very well — especially regal lilies 
(we also grow martagon lilies in rough grass 
under beech trees and are trialling Lilium 
candidum in the arboretum). 


| have two colour-themed areas — the pink 
garden and the blue-and-white — and 
elsewhere | mostly use dark pinks and dark 
reds and mauves. | don't like yellow, except 
in spring, and | don’t use Cyclamen coum 
as | have plenty of daffodils and find that 
pink and yellow don't go together. 


It’s useful to have a few biennials to fill gaps, 
either because you've moved a plant or 
you've put in something new but it’s still small. 
We grow some biennials ourselves. Salvia 
sclarea var. turkestanica, Malva moschata f. 
alba and Digitalis purpurea (both white and 
pink) are favourites. We also buy plug plants 
of things such as violas from Kernock Park 
Plants (kernock.co.uk) and grow them on. 


[> and Retrain As a Gardener Scheme 
who come two days a week. Thomas 
[Unterdorfer, the head gardener] is 
Kew-trained and takes huge trouble teaching 
them, so the standard is extremely high. 
Thomas persuaded me to expand our 
composting area so that we have plenty of 
compost to improve our thin ‘Cotswold 
Brash’ every autumn. In spring we put leaf 
mould on, which looks good and improves 
the composition. 
What advice do you have for gardeners 
who are making a garden from scratch? 
If I were writing a book for those new to 
designing a garden, I would say first plant 
a handkerchief tree (Davidia involucrata). 
They take 20 years to flower but are so 
beautiful. In fact the most important thing [> 


Right Emma uses foxgloves liberally in the borders. 
Although she generally dislikes yellow except in 
spring, she makes an exception here for the self- 
seeding, yellow Welsh poppy (Papaver cambricum), 
which she loves for being ‘sweet and light’ 
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key plants from this 
classic Cotswold garden 


1 Cardiocrinum giganteum 

Emma grew this giant Himalayan lily in 

a pot. It looked wonderful but, being 
monocarpic, died after flowering. She 
collected the seed but it can take seven 
years to flower. 2m. RHS H5, USDA 7a-9bt. 


2 Lonicera caprifolium ‘Anna Fletcher’ 
This stunner is the first climber in the 
Pree = garden to bloom, producing a profusion 
of creamy-white, fragrant flowers in 


The sunken garden to the side of the house is ~ . spring. 4m. RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 
framed in early summer by a band of Iris “Silver 

Edge’ The central pool is shaded bya delicate d 

canopy of six Cornus controversa‘‘Variegata’ trees. = 3 Geranium palmatum 


Divided evergreen foliage surrounds pink 
flowers. Marginally tender but worth the 


[> is to do as much research as you can on there with waders on, because it’s difficult to gamble as it self-seeds prolifically. 

your plant choices, to see if they'll suit your change it once you've installed it. 1m. AGM* RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 
conditions. It’s better to take your time —I 

don’t do anything until ’'m absolutely sure it’s 4 Syringa vulgaris ‘Sensation’ 

what I want. If putting up something new, USEFUL INFORMATION Easy to grow and one of Emma's 

such as a statue or a trough, it’s better to make | Address Rockcliffe House, Upper Slaughter, favourite lilacs. Each individual flower is 
a template first and try it in position as it will = Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL54 2JW. surrounded by distinct white margins 
save you time and money. Even if it’s in the Open for the NGS on 7 and 28 June 2017. and it looks pretty cut for the house. 
middle of the pond, get someone to climb in Web ngs.org.uk 5m. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-7b. 


5 Paeonia emodi 
This beautiful species peony has deeply 
GARDEN P LAN divided leaves with flowers, in May, of great 


purity. 80cm. RHS H8, USDA 7a-10b. 


1 Arboretum 7 Herbaceous border 

2 Dovecote in orchard 8 Croquet lawn 

3 Kitchen garden 9 Pink garden 6 Amsonia tabernaemontana 
4 House 10 Blue-and-white var. Salicifolia 

5 Beech obelisk lawn garden 


This clump-forming, sky-blue perennial is 


6 Sunken garden 11 Martagon walk 


useful and easy to grow for the front of 
any border. 60cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 


7 Geranium phaeum ‘Samobor’ 

This grows easily in shade, so is useful, and 
flowers in early spring. Emma loves the 
colour. 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


8 Chaerophyllum hirsutum ‘Roseum’ 
This lovely, hairy chervil looks like pink 
cow parsley. It is easily grown and flowers 
in May. Im. RHS H7, USDA 6a-9a. 


9 Cydonia oblonga 

The deciduous quince tree grows in 

a most satisfying rounded shape. The 

single, very pale-pink, flowers are pure 
and pretty. 5m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 
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Pee ~ a st 
=~ What L-shaped town gardenithat._ 
encourages biodiversity, with wild 


Herbaceous borders‘and a productive 
/wegetable’plot on the roof of the shed. 
= Where/Bruges, northwest Belgium. 
i SiteAs0 square metres. = 
Climate Temperate maritime. 
Soil Sandy, improved with compost: ~ 
Hardiness rating USDA 8. 


eco-friendly garden 


Go green 


To balance their sleek, 
carbon-neutral home 
Leilah Lierman and Martijn 
De Coster have created a 
wildlife-friendly garden 
bursting with colour 

and packed with clever 
Space-saving ideas 
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Above Leilah Lierman and Martijn De Coster. 


Left To the side of the house, Leilah and Martijn have 
created a wild garden made up of two large, lushly 
planted borders filled with wildlife-friendly plants, 
including salvias and knautias. The tall, white phlox 
in the centre was a gift to Martijn's grandmother and 
is now one of his most treasured plants. 


o, we don’t have any begonias,” says schoolteacher Leilah Lierman, 
laughing. When she and her partner, architect Martijn De Coster, were 
looking for a site on which to build an eco-friendly home it was 
Begoniastraat’s proximity to public transport links not its floral name 
that attracted them. The contemporary-looking house the couple 
eventually built certainly stands out in this quiet, tree-lined street in the 
Bruges suburb of Assebroek. Martijn, the co-founder of the ecological 
architectural firm eA Plus, designed and built it himself, using 
sustainable building materials, and has made it almost entirely carbon- 
neutral with solar panels that are linked to a solar water boiler, leaving 
the couple with heating bills of just €250 a year. 

Martijn constructed the house around a timber frame and clad the 
exterior in sleek black tiles. It’s a bold design that was inspired in part 
by the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion for 2011 —a totally black structure, 
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Above left Black ceramic tiles on the front of the 
house create a dramatic backdrop to the effective 
planting, combing the tall, fluffy heads of Thalictrum 
‘Elin’ and the dark-green foliage of Sanguisorba 
officinalis ‘Red Thunder’ and Buxus sempervirens. 

A band of Salvia nemorosa ‘Ostfriesland’ at the front 
edge, provides a burst of rich-purple colour and is 

a magnet for butterflies and bees. 


Above right Timber cladding, made from sustainable 

platonised wood, helps to insulate the house, while a 
large picture window affords Leilah and Martijn a front 
row seat for “some of the best nature documentaries” 


Right A neat lawn enclosed with Taxus baccata, 
hedging and a mix of shrubs including the rounded 
Elaeagnus x ebbingei, borders the wild garden. 
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designed by Swiss architect Peter Zumthor. The pavilion surrounded 
an inner garden by the influential Dutch designer Piet Oudolf, and 
Zumthor’s concept was to create a hortus conclusus or enclosed garden 
that would provide a sheltered, contemplative space. And this is 
exactly what Martijn and Leilah have created in their Belgian suburb. 

When the couple started work on the garden about five years 
ago, the land around the house had only a few plants in it and 
there was hardly any connection between the house and the 
garden. “We really wanted a garden that encourages biodiversity 
and we wanted to be able to enjoy it while we were indoors 
almost as much as when we were outside,” says Martijn. 

One of the first things the couple did was to build a pond, to 
attract wildlife, and constructed what can only be described as ‘an 
insect city. Made out of 20 or more wooden poles with holes [> 


eco-friendly garden 
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Left Planting around the natural pond — including 
marginal plants, such as Ranunculus lingua, and 
shade-loving Hosta sieboldiana var. elegans — was 
chosen largely for the variety of its foliage. The 
pond was one of the first features Leilah and Martijn 
installed, and just beneath its surface they have 
placed a large, flat rock to create an attractive spot 
for birds to drink and wash themselves. 


Below left This striking Centaurea jacea is one of the 
showstoppers in the wild garden. Before it flowers it 
has the most amazing buds for weeks on end. 


Below right This sun terrace, overlooking the pond, is 
a favourite seating spot where Leilah and Martijn love 
to eat breakfast on sunny mornings. The decking, like 
the cladding on the walls, is made of Platowood, an 
environmentally friendly, sustainable, treated wood. 


5 ways to create an ecological wildlife haven 


1 Chose wildlife-friendly plants, such as 
salvias or Verbena bonariensis, that attract 
butterflies and bees, and trees and 
evergreen shrubs that will provide shelter 
for birds. Try to leave a patch of nettles, as 
they are beneficial as food to caterpillars. 
2 Use certified FSC wood and re-use old 
materials. Martijn has used remnants of 
the timber used for the house to make the 
trellis for the garden shed. He adds chipped 
pruned wood to the paths every year. 


3 Create a water feature or a pond and 
collect rainwater to refill the pond, which 
helps prevent flooding. Make sure small 
animals can get out of the pond easily by 
creating a boggy area around it. 

4 Enhance biodiversity. Don’t tidy your 
garden too much. In autumn, Martijn and 
Leilah leave all plants and leaves that have 
died off and don't start cleaning them up 
until February. The dead plant material 
offers protection against frost and shelter 


for insects and other small animals. Most 
insects like cool, moist conditions, but bees 
prefer a sunny spot. Never use pesticides. 
5 Grow some fruit and vegetables. By 
producing your own food you eliminate 
any food miles and help cut down on CO, 
emissions. You can maximise space by 
using walls and even roofs to grow edible 
plants. And if you're feeling very generous, 
leave some cabbage in your vegetable plot 
as food for the cabbage white butterfly. 
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[> drilled into them, the ‘city’ attracts an impressive list of insects, 
which thrive alongside various other small birds and animals. 
“We have salamanders, frogs, toads, bee beetles, solitary bees, 
bumblebees, dragonflies, butterflies, a hedgehog, bats and many 


birds, including a kingfisher,” says Martijn. 


By constructing large windows and by placing lots of plants 
near the house, the garden has become very much part of the 
home. “We don’t have television, but we have a widescreen view of 
the garden and the pond, so we see the best nature documentaries 
—in real time,” says Martijn. “One of our house guests said he felt 
as though he was inside an observation hide. Leilah and I thought 


that was a great compliment.” 


The L-shaped garden is divided into six parts. One of the most 
striking features is the way the different shapes and colours of 
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Top left Cool plantings of pale-pink asters and 


Astrantia major ‘Star of Royals’ line either side of a 
brick path. The blue-and-white Lupinus ‘The Governor’ 


and a rich-red hollyhock add spots of colour. A 


Buddleja davidii supplies more vibrant colour later 
in the year and sustenance for visiting butterflies. 


Top right In the vegetable patch near their shed 
Leilah and Martijn have created an ‘insect city’ out of 
wooden poles drilled with holes to provide homes for 


many different species of insects and bees. 


GARDEN PLAN 


1 Front garden 

2 House 

3 Decking area 

4 Natural pond 

5 Wild garden 

6 Lawn 

7 Shed with vegetable garden roof 
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foliage and flowers stand out against the dark background of the 
house and the garden shed. In the generously planted ‘wild 
garder there are large groups of the couple’s favourite plants and 


special cultivars, such as Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Lavendelturm, 


Rhaponticum centaureoides, Agastache cana ‘Heatwave’, Astrantia 
major ‘Star of Royals’ and Eurybia radula ‘August Sky’. The plants 
are allowed to spread across the narrow, brick garden paths. 
Spontaneous seedlings are positively welcomed in this 
ecologically maintained garden. “Quite a few wild helleborine 
orchids have popped up, and we don’t mind the occasional 
nettle, because it is beneficial to several butterfly species,” says 
Leilah. Next to the wild garden is a more formal garden made 
up of a lawn with a seating area, surrounded by hedges and 
clipped blocks of Taxus baccata, Elaeagnus x ebbingei and 


HANNAH McVICAR 


Viburnum tinus ‘Eve Price’, which provide a green structure in 
winter. “That was the only mistake we made and had to correct: 
we needed more evergreen plants and shrubs,” admits Leilah. 

A hand-made trellis against the shed is covered by fruit 
bushes, and the even more ingeniously the couple’s food 
production has now extended to the roof shed. “We’ve filled 
20cm-deep boxes with a mixture of fresh soil and compost,” says 
Martijn. “Our cabbage, celery, pumpkins, courgettes, 
strawberries, potatoes and lettuce are doing well up there — 
they’re certainly benefitting from lots of rainwater.” 

Luckily, the couple are both still relatively young and fit, 
because they spend a lot of time climbing ladders to reach their 
crops, and carrying plants and crops from garden to house in 
numerous baskets and sieves. Rainwater, which they collect from 


eco-friendly garden 
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Left Ornamental grasses, such as Stipa tenuissima 


‘Pony Tails’ provide movement in the borders and 
interest in autumn and winter. 


Below left The roof of Leilah and Martijn's shed 
provides ample space for the couple to grow 
vegetables and collect rainwater. 


Below right Trellises on the side of the shed, up which 
fruit bushes grow, were made using recycled wood. 


the roof, supplies the pond, around which are plants mainly 
selected for the variety of foliage. Most of the plants in the garden 
come from two nearby nurseries: Epimedium (epimedium.be), 
which specialises in grasses and shrubs, and Jan De Busschere 
(tuinplantendebusschere.be), which has a large collection of 
salvias, many of which have found their way into Leilah and 
Martijn’s garden. “To be honest,” laughs Leilah. “I would much 


rather we lived on Salviastraat than on Begoniastraat.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Begoniastraat 2, 8310 Assebroek, Belgium. 

Email martijn@eaplus.eu 

Open Sunday, 2 July, 1Oam-6pm, and at other times by appointment. 


- dil 
t. oN: ays 


¢ “I 
7 
- 
a econd of hi fies On container displays, 
_ gard@ner Thomas Unt Orfer anticipates summerjby planting 
up pots to complement the warmer weather = 
. e "iy. a ee é a 


;. “WORDS THOMAS UNTERDORFER PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY « “Ne 


’ 


tt 


¢ 


Cool customer 


May is the time for planting up summer displays. Most of the plants in the garden at 


Rockcliffe are grown from cuttings from the previous season, but a few are bought or traded 


in. The display on the terrace is kept very cool and calm to work with the surrounding green 


and grey planting and with the box, Osmanthus and yew topiary. The moss growing on the 
pot links it beautifully with the old Yorkstone and the white paint sets off the planting. 


, How to achieve the look 


~ Colours and shapes 

= | fell in love with Pelargonium ‘White Boar’ 

es when | spotted it outside the front door 

3 of a Cotswolds vicarage. To complement the 
: dark-patterned foliage, | combine it with 

= Plectranthus ciliatus, pinching out the tips of 
3 the shoots regularly to prevent it from 

© flowering. Pelargonium ‘Blandifordianum 

5 helps to link the colour of the planting with 

© the pot. Glandularia Aztec Silver Magic 

. (=‘Balazsilma’) provides more depth with its 


= dark-green, divided leaves, and the flowers 


= provide additional interest in shape and colour. 


Container, cultivation and care 
7 The old terracotta pot was whitewashed 


a with greenhouse shading paint and after one 


season was colonised by algae and moss. 
The container will spend the summer on the 
terrace, with a lot of sun and attention. A 
layer of crocks provides good drainage and 
an equal mixture of John Innes No. 2 anda 
high-quality, multi-purpose compost 

will give it a good start. 

Deadheading is essential and | feed all 
containers weekly with a balanced liquid 
fertiliser to make sure plants flower well into 
the autumn. | also weave shoots through the 
display to ensure balanced development. 
Some staking may be necessary, especially in 
an exposed position. There is always a plant 
that wants to take over and one that is happy 
to retreat, but by the end of summer this 
should be an interesting display. 


planting ideas 


+ 


Plants (see above left) 

1 Pelargonium ‘Blandifordianum’ 
Very often trailing, this pelargonium is 
easy to weave through other plants. 
Grey, deep-cut leaves add interest to 
any scheme and the flower markings 
are just divine. April — September. 
90cm. USDA 9a-11'. 

2 Pelargonium ‘White Boar’ 

With simple, pure-white flowers, this 
plant withstands rain well and is free 
flowering. April — October. 40cm. 

3 Plectranthus ciliatus 
Maroon-purple leaves with lilac-pink 
flowers. Sun and semi-shade. 

June — September. 

60cm. USDA 10a-11. 

4 Glandularia Aztec Silver Magic 
(= ‘Balazsilma’) 

Lush, dark-green leaves and lavender- 
coloured flowers all summer. 

Keep deadheading. May — October. 
30cm. AGM* USDA 10a-11. 
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Summer splash 


When I found this tarnished old chest, I knew it would make the perfect house-warming 
gift for a friend who had just moved and had other things to think about ahead of furnishing 
her south-facing balcony. I love the container for its shape and colour and knew it was right 


when I discovered the ultramarine colour inside of the lid. Naturally, the plant selection has 
to have an exotic feel, radiate summer and heat, and thrive in bright sunlight. 


How to achieve the look 


Container 

A deep, metal container lends itself well to 
planting as it can accommodate a generous 
quantity of compost and a decent layer of 
drainage. As this container was for a gift, 

| wanted it to be light, so | covered the 
drainage holes with crocks and filled a third of 
the planter with hydroleca, a useful aggregate 
for drainage and used in horticulture. Use a 
good-quality, multi-purpose compost with 
added slow-release fertiliser to give the plants 
sufficient nutrients for the first few weeks. 


Plants, cultivation and care 

Persicaria runcinata ‘Purple Fantasy’ is the 
star of this arrangement. | love its leaves and it 
develops small, white flowers in late summer. 
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Hibiscus ‘Mahogany Splendour’ picks up 
the colour of the markings on the leaves of 
Persicaria, but its deeply lobed, serrated 
outline contrasts with their shape. Both 
Calibrachoa and Sanvitalia are reliable 
performers and will flower all summer long. 
| use stronger plants as support, and weave 
them through the display for effect. These 
plants are generally not frost tolerant, so keep 
them ina sheltered position or cover them 
with horticultural fleece or any light fabric 
overnight until the danger of frost has passed. 
If you tease some shoots of Persicaria and 
Hibiscus through the other plants and vice 
versa, slightly control their growth and feed 
the container with liquid food weekly, you will 
create a stunning, long-lasting display. 


Plants (see above) 

1 Hibiscus ‘Mahogany Splendour’ 

A versatile foliage plant that is also 
fantastic for flower arrangements, the 
leaves are darker in direct sun, but it 
also grows well in semi-shade. Hardy 
in mild climes. 75cm. USDA 8a-11. 

2 Calibrachoa Superbells Red 
(=‘Uscali28’) 

Free flowering all summer with no 
need to deadhead. Blood-red flowers. 
May — October. 45cm. 

3 Persicaria runcinata 

‘Purple Fantasy’ 

Small, white pompoms of flowers 
from August onwards. Hardy in mild 
areas, spreads slowly from rhizomes. 
August — September. 50cm. RHS H5. 
4 Calibrachoa Can-can Black Cherry 
A darker-red form of Superbells Red, 
above. May — October. 45cm. 

5 Sanvitalia ‘Inca’ 

Golden-yellow flowers with healthy, 
dark-green leaves. 

May — October. 10-20cm. 
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Shady companions 


Just outside of my bathroom window sits one of my most important pots. This is the 


first pot I see in the morning and the last one I look at in the evening. In May, I concentrate 


on just three plants for this pot to last well into the autumn. A recent visit to Roberto Burle 
Marx’s garden near Rio de Janeiro inspired me to choose strong foliage and a pot full of 


character, such as this one that I discovered in an antiques centre. 


How to achieve the look 


Colours and shapes 

Ashady position with a dark, lichen-patterned 
background provides a great opportunity to 
play with texture. Heuchera are available in 
many sizes and colours and | have chosen 
‘Silver Scrolls’ for its predominant silver ona 
burgundy background, mirrored in the colour 
of the pot. Its dainty flowers seem to hover 
above the leaves and sway gently with the 
slightest movement of air. Polystichum 
munitum will ultimately grow into a large fern, 
but for this season it will do well in this display 
and anchor the Maianthemum racemosum 
with its creamy-white flowers. Within a few 
weeks the flowers of both the Heuchera and 
Maianthemum will fade, but the display will be 
a reminder of that happy afternoon in Brazil. 


Pots, cultivation and care 

| drilled three holes in the pot and filled a 
third of it with grit to provide enough 
drainage. Being located in the shade, the 
plants will need less water and over-watering 
could be a danger. Well-rotted leaf mould 
mixed with multi-purpose compost are a 
good choice, but a good-quality, ready-mixed 
growing medium should suffice. Cut the 
spent flower stalks off the Heuchera, but 
leave the Maianthemum as the flowers will 
develop into attractive red berries. A weekly 
dose of liquid fertiliser will keep the plants 
growing well, but there is a chance of vine- 
weevil infestation. Vine weevil larvae will eat 
notches out of the leaves, but a treatment 
with nematodes will help break their lifecycle. 


planting ideas 


Plants (see above left) 

1 Polystichum munitum 

Tall, deep-green fronds all year round. 
Trim off old leaves as they turn brown. 
1m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 

2 Heuchera ‘Silver Scrolls’ 

A low, clump-forming, semi-evergreen 
cultivar keeping its leaves through the 
winter. Sun or partial shade in well- 
drained soil. Leaves 45cm, flowers 
60cm in May. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 
3 Maianthemum racemosum 

A favourite for full or partial shade 
with white flowers, later developing 
into red berries. Good autumn colour; 
spreads by rhizomes. May — June. 
75cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


Thomas is head gardener at Rockcliffe 
House in Gloucestershire, which is 
featured this issue on page 52. 
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he approach to Villa Norrnas, two contemporary houses on the 
shores of Varmd6 — an island within commuting distance of 
Stockholm — is through mixed forests of ash, oak and hazel 
interspersed with clearings of rocky grassland. It is this landscape, 
and the swampy shoreline at the bottom of the two-acre plot, that 
provided landscape architect Ulf Nordfjell with the key elements for 
his thoughtful design of this five-year-old garden. “We wanted to 
preserve this lovely natural area and to celebrate the challenging 
topography,” he explains, as we descend the sloping driveway. The 
drop from the top of the drive to the granite parking area is three 
metres, and it’s the same again from here to the main garden where 
the land continues to fall gently down to the sea. 

Seeing the view for the first time — the open sea in front with wooded 
islands on the horizon, an expanse of marshy grassland giving way to 
forest trees, and the vast arc of sky — makes me wonder how you start to 
make a garden with such a distracting outlook? Ulf’s clients built both 
houses, designed by architect Hans Blomqvist, and still live in one (the 
house on the right as you look up from the sea), but they share the 
garden with a colleague who owns the other. They love the wildness of 
the landscape and wanted to ensure the sea view wouldn't be obscured, 
but otherwise gave Ulf free reign to ‘do something nice’ He decided to 
make a symmetrical framework that would contrast with the flowing 
lines and contours of the natural terrain but would also create a visual 
link to the surroundings by incorporating different forms of the plants 
(trees, shrubs, grasses) and materials (primarily granite) found there. 

The planting bordering the lawn is kept low, and is punctuated in 
the space between the houses by a cluster of elegant oaks — Quercus 
robur ‘Koster’. Although each half of the garden has its own identity, 
the repetition of plants and materials creates cohesion — the overall 
effect is one of tranquillity. “It’s very lovely to have a piece of land 
that’s free of clutter,” says Ulf. 

The shared entrance to the garden, via a gap in a circular clipped 
hornbeam hedge, creates the first of many framed views. Pre-grown 
mats of Waldsteinia, chosen for its foliage, form a green apron between 
the houses. In front of the left-hand house, this ground-hugging [> 


Main image 

Massed planting of the grass Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ links the 
mown lawn to the marshy grasslands of the original site. Low-level planting affords 
both houses a stunning view across the shared lawn to the sea and beyond to the 
rich forests on neighbouring islands. 


Bottom row left to right 


At the rear of the houses, Ulf has used gravel for the narrower, more intimate 
pathways that lead through the rock garden. Shrubs and small trees, such as 
Malus sargentii and Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Nivalis; form an intermediate layer 
against the backdrop of soaring native pines. 


Granite stepping stones lead across a rectangular pool to a circular terrace that 
forms the entrance to the garden. A gap in the framework of clipped hornbeam 
hedges offers a tantalising first glimpse of the sea. 


Crisply cut granite steps, descending at right angles through ground cover of 
Waldsteinia ternata, provide a sculptural solution to the change in levels from the 
garden entrance to a sunken terrace. 
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designer garden 


[> evergreen accentuates the changes in level on either side of granite 
steps that lead down to a sunken terrace. From an indoor pool room a 
sculptural combination of staggered slate steps and granite cobbles lead 
the eye up to the lawn and on to the two timber guest houses, separated 
by a fishpond, on the shore. A meadow of Calamagrostis x acutiflora 
‘Karl Foerster’ interspersed with Betula utilis var. jacquemontii anchors 
these buildings and references the swamp grasses that were cleared when 
this part of the land was built up to make the garden. On the far side of 
the meadow is a boardwalk made of the hard-wearing hardwood ipe, 
where boats can tie up and sunsets can be enjoyed on summer evenings. 

The boundary on the left side is a high hornbeam hedge, screening 
a large, neighbouring house. The 4m-wide border in front of this is a 
multi-layered composition of trees, shrubs, perennials, grasses and 
bulbs selected for their robustness, and include Pyrus salicifolia, 
Crambe cordifolia, Stachys byzantina and Sesleria nitida. Some 
glaucous-leaved species, including Hippophae rhamnoides (the dwarf 
form H. rhamnoides “Hikul is used as an understorey) and Elaeagnus 
angustifolia were chosen for their association with the seashore. The 
warm tones of Chaenomeles x superba ‘Crimson and Gold; Euphorbia 
griffithii Fireglow’ and the new growth of Amelanchier lamarckii fire up 
the border in spring. Ribbons of camassia, Calamagrostis x acutiflora 
‘Overdam and Iris ‘Silver Edge’ introduce grey tones at ground level. 

On the right-hand side, the planting near the house is in blocks 
of cool blues and whites. In the deep boundary border that leads [> 


Key to the success of this shared garden is the repetition of plants 
and hard-landscaping materials. Here are some considerations. 


At ground level 

Bold blocks of single-species planting, such as the blue camassias 
and low-growing waldsteinia (1), create repetitions of colour and 
texture that draw the eye across the space. In the main perennial 
borders (2), which line both sides of the garden, Ulf has used the 
Siberian conifer, Microbiota decussata, as textured ground cover. 
Norwegian slate (2), used for the main paths at the rear, is laid in 
repetitions of different widths - 40cm, 30cm and 20cm - to create 
a softer rhythm in the hard landscaping. 


At mid height 

Cylindrical slabs of granite (3), from Ulf's garden product range, 
provide casual seating throughout the garden, while angled slabs 
break up the geometry of the metal-edged beds and suggest a visual 
link to the granite outcrops of the natural landscape. 

Umbrella forms of the dwarf Scots pine, Pinus sylvestris ‘Watereri’ 
are repeated through the beds (4) on both sides of the garden, 
creating a series of rounded punctuation points. 


At head height 

Four powder-coated steel arches (4) have been positioned facing 
each other on both sides of the garden to provide each house with a 
framed view of the sea and the forested islands. In summer some are 
softened in summer with clematis and roses; others are left unplanted. 
The tapering crowns of Quercus robur ‘Koster’ (4) planted in both 
main perennial borders create an aerial rhythm from one side of the 
garden to the other. Near the entrance, six of the same oaks, planted in 
a grid (1), have been left clear stemmed to create a more slender profile. 
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It was agreed the sea view wouldn't 

be obscured and a framework of 

geometric borders, linear hedging and 
pathways define a square lawn 


HILDT, LINELSON 


GARDEN MAINTEN 
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9 Staggered slate steps 14 Lawn — 
10 Grid of Quercus i Glasshous 

robe ‘Kose 16 Steel arc! 
Waldsteinia ternata — 


Flower bed 
ree onal 
allées 
i border 


1 Camassia leichtlinii 
subsp. suksdorfii 
This camassia, with a vivid- 


blue flower spike offset by a 
dark stem, is a relatively new 
introduction to Sweden. It 
spreads easily and Ulf likes to 
plant it in big clumps. 1.5m. 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-9bi. 


2 Fritillaria ‘Beethoven’ 

This new cultivar is a pretty 
soft orange, with a brownish 
red stem. It tones beautifully 
with the branches of the 
bushes in early spring before 
they come into leaf. 60cm. 
RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


JESSICA DAHLMAN 


3 Sesleria nitida 
This greyish-blue moor grass 


GARDEN PLAN BY 


F 


is Ulf’s signature grass for 
spring. It has silvery buds 
[> down to the sea the planting is multi-layered combining the and combines really well 
small tree Amelanchier lamarckii with Hippophae rhamnoides, and with early bulbs, especially 
fruit trees including Pyrus communis and heirloom apple trees, with narcissi and camassias, 
a band of Philadelphus ‘Mont Blanc. This border blends seamlessly 


into the tree canopy of the surrounding forest. Ligustrum hedges 


and later with Crocosmia 
‘Lucifer. 60cm. RHS H6, 
frame a small kitchen garden where asparagus, potatoes and currants USDA 4a-9b. 

are grown. In an open-sided glasshouse, peaches and grapes get 

4 Exochorda x macrantha 
‘The Bride’ 


In bud, this lovely bush looks 


enough protection to produce fruit. 
Remarkably, without the use of a single fence, wall or screen, 
Ulf has given each house its own unique garden and yet also created 


a harmonious shared space. as if it’s covered in silvery 


pearls. In this garden UIf 


has combined it with a 
USEFUL INFORMATION 
You can contact Ulf Nordfjell at ulf.nordfjell@hammarbysjostad.se 


multi-stemmed crab apple 
Malus sargentii. 2.5m. AGM*. 
and find out more about his work and products at nordfjellcollection.se RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
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spring plants recommended 
by Ulf Nordfjell 


5 Viola ‘Belmont Blue’ 
This reliably hardy viola is 
a soft shade of blue. It is 
low-growing and one 

of Ulf’s favourite edging 
plants. 10cm. RHS H6, 
USDA 7b-9b. 


6 Chaenomeles x superba 
‘Crimson and Gold’ 

The burnished colour of the 
flowers of this robust bush, 
known as the Japanese 
quince, looks stunning 
combined with silver grasses 
and bushes. An excellent 
choice for a seashore 
garden. 1.5m. AGM. RHS H6, 
USDA 4a-9b. 


7 Tulipa orphanidea 
Whittallii Group 

The flowers of this little 
species tulip have warm 
brownish red tones that 
contrast beautifully with 
the silver-grey foliage of 
Stachys byzantina. 
30cm. AGM. RHS H6, 
USDA 3a-8b. 


8 Euphorbia griffithii 
‘Fireglow’ 

Ulf finds this is of the best long- 
living spurge cultivars suitable 
for Sweden. However, its bright 
colour means it's one he uses 
sparingly, otherwise he feels it 
can be too dominant. 60cm. 
RHS H7, USDA 5a-10b. 


9 Amelanchier lamarckii 

In this garden, Ulf has used 
the umbrella form of this 
shrub or multi-stemmed 
tree, also known as snowy 
mespilus. He loves the colour 
of its coppery early foliage 
followed by starbursts of 
white flowers. 8-12m. AGM. 
RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 
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In brief 


What A genus of at least 70 species of 

annual, biennial and herbaceous plants. 

Origins Mainly northern hemisphere, 

including within the Arctic Circle, with 

a few species found in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Season Summer flowering. 

Size Alpine species grow to just 10cm tall while 
some Papaver orientale cultivars reach 1.2m tall. 
Conditions Specific growing conditions vary with 
the species but in general Papaver need open, 
sunny situations and well-drained soil. 


The scarlet field poppy is recognisable as a symbol of 
remembrance, but with more than 70 species of Papaver, in 
a range of shapes and colours, there’s one for every occasion 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 
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papaleommenten ‘Ladybird’ 
Similar to the common field 

poppy, this has smaller, bowl-shaped 
flowers that are an intense scarlet. 


The black blotches at the base of the 


petals make this an eye-catching plant. 
40cm. AGM* RHS H5, USDA 1-11". 


John Hoyland 
is a plantsman 
and garden writer 
who has gardens 
in both southeast 
England and 
southwest France. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 

from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available. 


plant profile papaver 


“TV ew flowers are as widely recognised as 
I—{ the poppy and people with little 
p | knowledge of plants will generally be 
able to identify one. In part this is due to its 
tenacious presence both in rural lanes and 
fields and on wasteland and verges in towns. 
Mainly, though, it is the poppy’s status as an 
emblem of remembrance that has ensured it 
is deeply embedded in our psyches. 

The fragility of the flowers and 
ephemeral nature of the field poppy make 
it a perfect symbol of mourning and 
remembering. A far less benign influence 
on humanity is found in another poppy, the 
source of opium. These two extremes are 
reflected in the wide range of the genus, 
which encompasses species whose flowers 
are elegant and fragile, while others produce 
flowers that are burly and flamboyant. 

Papaver is made up of at least 70 species 
of annuals, biennials and perennials, growing 
mainly in the northern hemisphere, including 
within the Arctic Circle, with one species 
found in southern Africa. They are part of 
the Papaveraceae family, which includes other 
genera commonly referred to as poppies, 
including Meconopsis (the blue poppy) 
and Eschscholzia (the Californian poppy). 

The common field poppy, Papaver rhoeas, 
is widespread in Europe and north Africa, 
usually flowering from late May until the end 
of July. Typically scarlet, in the wild occasional 
colour variations appear, and in 1880 a 
botanising vicar, the Rev W Wilks, found a 
single red flower with a narrow, white edge 
around the petals. He selected seedlings that 
had no black blotching but that retained the 
white edge and named this the Shirley poppy 
after his Surrey parish of Shirley. 

Several other selections of P. rhoeas have 
been made. After the Second World War the 
artist and gardener Sir Cedric Morris scoured 
the Suffolk countryside for variations in the 
native poppy and eventually produced a 
range with a smoky-grey sheen on the petals. 
More recently, Thompson & Morgan has_ [> 
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[> developed a seed strain of semi-double 
flowers, the Mother of Pearl Group, in 
mainly pastel colours. All of the seed 
strains produce the occasional bright-red 
flowers and their progeny will be 
unpredictable, especially when grown 
near other forms of P. rhoeas. 

The opium poppy, P. somniferum, is 
equally unrestrained in its ability to 
produce seedlings in a dazzling array of 
colours and shapes. In the wild the plant is 
about 1m tall, with glaucous foliage and 
white or purple flowers. Cultivated plants 
tend to retain a blue-grey sheen on the 
leaves but most standard flowers tend to be 
a muddy pinkish-purple colour. Dozens of 
cultivars have been bred, ranging from the 
deep-maroon flowers of P. somniferum 
‘Black Beauty’ to the glistening white of 
‘White Cloud’ Some flowers are fully 
double (the Paeoniiflorum Group) with a 
mass of crumpled petals resembling a 
peony. Others (the Laciniatum Group) 
have fringed or lacerated petals. A drift of 
opium poppies is an arresting sight and 
even the gaudier cultivars have a place in 
bold planting schemes. 

The most widely grown perennial is 
P orientale, whose typically blousy flowers 
have made it popular in exuberant planting 
designs. Most cultivars were bred in Britain 
in the early 20th century, particularly by 
nurseryman Amos Perry. A second wave 
of interest later in the century saw new 
cultivars from German and Dutch 
breeders. Many of Perry’s plants are 
unsurpassed by later cultivars, particularly 
P orientale ‘Perry’s White’ (see right) and 
‘Indian Chief; which has large flowers of 
a deep-mahogany-red on strong stems. 

In general, the oriental poppies are taller 
than other poppies (75cm to 1m tall) with 
larger and more vibrant flowers. 

The trend in breeding new oriental 
poppies has been towards extravagant 
flowers. P. orientale “Miss Piggy, for 
example, has enormous (25cm wide), 
pale-pink flowers with tasselled petals. 
Although red or orange flamboyant flowers 
dominate there are more demure cultivars. 
P orientale ‘Karine’ bred by Countess von 
Zeppelin in the 1970s, is a floriferous 
selection with modest, pale-salmon-pink 
flowers. Whether your taste veers towards 
the ostentatious, or you are happy with 
simplicity, there’s a poppy for you. 

* John's recommendations for poppies 
continue over the next six pages. 
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Papaver orientale 


Papaver orientale ‘Beauty of Livermere’ 
Shiny, blood-red flowers that are 20cm 


wide on tall stems make this an outstanding 


plant. It is often grown from seed, resulting 
in paler flowers or shorter plants. 
1.2m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 


P orientale ‘Perry’s White’ 

One of many oriental poppies bred by the 
Edwardian nurseryman Amos Perry. The 
petals are ruffled and overlap, and each 
one has a deep-pink stain at the base. 
85cm. RHS H7, USDA 6a. 


P orientale ‘Cedric Morris’ 

A popular cultivar among people who dislike 
the more strident colours of oriental poppies. 
Bred by the eponymous Suffolk artist, it is 

a rounded, compact plant that is very 
floriferous. 70cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 6a. 


P orientale ‘Forncett Summer’ 
Eye-catching, bright-salmon-pink flowers 


with an irregularly shaped fringe along the 
edge of the petals. Difficult to place, it looks 
stunning against the dark leaves of cannas. 
75cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


GAP PHOTOS 


RICHARD BLOOM / 


GAP PHOTOS 


MARK BOLTON / ( 


a 
= 
ie 
ira 


AR 


INATHAN BUCKLEY, DESIGN: S 


P orientale ‘Patty’s Plum’ 

Found growing on the compost 
heap of one Mrs Patricia Marrow in 
the 1980s, its dusky plum-coloured 
flowers caused a sensation when 
the plant was first introduced. The 
flowers keep their colour best 
when grown in partial shade. 
80cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 


plant profile papaver 


Papaver somniferum seedling 

In the wild the opium poppy has 
variable flowers, ranging from white to 
deep purple. Garden-sown seedlings 
can exhibit an even wider range of 
colours and flower shapes, including, 
as shown here, double flowers. 

All have the same glaucous foliage. 
1m. RHS H5, USDA 1-11. 


GAP PHOTOS 


JONATHAN BUCKLEY 


JONATHAN BUCKLEY 


Papaver somniferum 


P. somniferum ‘Swansdown’ 

Creamy-white flowers with a shaggy look 
created by the deeply lacerated margins of the 
petals. Forms with this kind of fringed petals 
are sometimes referred to as carnation 
poppies. 1m. RHS H5, USDA 1a-10a. 


Papaver somniferum ‘Candy Floss’ 

The sumptuous, peony-like, pale-lilac flowers 
can grow up to 10cm wide. Recently 
introduced by Thompson & Morgan, this 
cultivar was originally bred for the cut-flower 
market. Im. RHS H5, USDA 7b-8a. 
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Papaver somniferum ‘Cherry Glow’ 
The deep-scarlet petals have a polished 
surface, which gives the flower its 
lustrous quality, further enhanced by 
the smoky blotches at its base. 

80cm. RHS H5, USDA 7b-8a. 


P. somniferum ‘Lauren's Grape’ 

A cultivar that comes reliably true from 
saved seed if no other forms are grown 
nearby. The single, bowl-shaped flowers 
are the deepest purple and grow up to 
10cm wide. 90cm. RHS H5, USDA 7b-8a. 


plant profile papaver 


Cultivation 


¢ The annual poppies are among 

the easiest plants to raise from seed. 
Most do not like the disturbance 
caused by transplanting so are 

best sown in the spring in the place 
where you want them to flower. 


* Overcrowding will produce weedy 
plants so sow seed thinly and be 
ruthless in removing seedlings to 
ensure the plants you are left with 
have the space to flourish. 


« Annual poppies prefer an open, 
sunny aspect in well-drained, 
relatively poor soil but will adapt 
to any soil that is not waterlogged. 
They will not grow well in deep 
shade. All produce copious amounts 
of seed and most will self-seed, 
although it is a bit of a lottery 
what colour the flowers of named 
cultivars of PR somniferum and 

of P. rhoeas will be. 


* The perennial species tend to be 
more demanding than the annual 
ones and although in the wild 

P orientale grows in poor, rocky soil 
or in meadows with thin soil, to 
perform well in the garden the 
plant needs rich, well-drained soil. 
Too much moisture and the crown 
of the plant will rot; too poor a soil 
and it will not flower. 


+ After flowering you are left with 
tatty foliage. The renowned designer 
Gertrude Jekyll advised hiding it with 
a scrambling plant, such as Lathyrus 
latifolius, but P. orientale can be cut 
down to the ground, which will 
encourage fresh, healthy looking 
leaves as well as the occasional 
second flowering. 


Culinary uses 


As long ago as 2700 BCE the 
Minoans, a sophisticated civilisation 
based around Crete, are known to 
have cultivated poppies for their 
seed. Culinary poppy seed is derived 
mainly from the opium poppy 

P. somniferum, although the ripe 
seed has negligible narcotic 
properties. The seeds are a source 
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of minerals, calcium and iron and in 
Eastern Europe are used extensively 
in breads and pastries. In the Balkans 
achildren’s treat is a biscuit made 
with boiled poppy seeds and honey. 
Poppy seeds are also used in Indian 
cuisine, where many recipes call for 
seeds, often ground into a paste to 
be used as a thickening agent. In 
China, Taiwan and Singapore the 
seeds are banned because of their 
potential to be used to grow opium 
poppies and even food containing 
the seeds is prohibited. 


Further reading 


* Poppies: The Poppy Family in the 
Wild and in Cultivation by Christopher 
Grey-Wilson (Batsford, 2005). A 
comprehensive selection of members 
of the Papaver genus, as well as plants 
we have come to know as poppies. 


* Poppy by Andrew Lack (Reaktion 
Books, 2016).Explores the history 
and the horticulture of poppies, their 
use in art and their symbolism. 


Where to buy 


* Beth Chatto Gardens 
Elmstead Market, Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB. 

Tel 01206 822007, 
bethchatto.co.uk 


* Chiltern Seeds 
Crowmarsh Battle Barns, 
114 Preston Crowmarsh, 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 6SL. 
Tel 01491 824675, 
chilternseeds.co.uk 


* Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Sands Lane, Badsey, Evesham, 
Worcestershire WR11 7EZ. 

Tel 01386 422829, cgf.net 


* Plant World Seeds 
St Marychurch Road, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ12 4SE. 
Tel 01803 872939, 
plant-world-seeds.com 


Reader offer 


Readers can enjoy a 20% discount on 
poppies and other seeds from Chiltern 
Seeds. See page 121 for details. 
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P.rupifragum 

A perennial species from southern Spain that 
has adapted well to northern gardens. Flowers 
for several weeks in early summer and often 
self-seeds. Several double-flowered forms 
available. 45cm. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


P. rhoeas ‘Bridal Silk’ 

The common field poppy has always 
thrown up the occasional white flower but 
this is a stable seed strain that reliably 
produces white flowers with the look of 
crumpled silk. 35cm. USDA 1la-11. 


P. nudicaule ‘Pacino’ 

Aneat dome of grey-green foliage on small 
flower stems. Disliking winter wet, it grows 
well in gravel. Some nurseries still sell it under 
its previous name: P miyabeanum ‘Pacino: 
15cm. RHS H7, USDA €a. 


P. nudicaule Pulcinella Series 

A seed mix noted for producing plants with 
long-lasting, large flowers in vibrant colours, 
mainly bright oranges and fiery reds. Single- 
colour seed packets are occasionally sold. 
40cm. RHS H7, USDA 2a-8b. 


plant profile papaver 


P. nudicaule Gartenzwerg Group 
Sometimes known as the 

Garden Gnome Group, this 

dwarf strain produces flowers 

in a range of reds, pinks, yellows, 
oranges and white. A short-lived 
perennial, almost always grown as 
an annual for use as a cut-flower. 
30cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 6a. 


Ann-Marie Powell 


The colourful garden designer on her Damascene conversion to gardening, her trepidation 
over TV presenting and why she wants to encourage visitors to picnic in her show gardens 


WORDS JODIE JONES PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


her destiny. “I was in New Zealand, on the last leg of a gap year, 
and that ocean of colour just stopped me in my tracks. 
I was overcome by a vision of Mother Nature flying free with her 
skirts in the air, and I knew I wanted to create gardens.” 
This revelation came as something of a bolt from the blue. 
Ann-Marie was an outdoorsy sort of girl, but gardening certainly 
hadn’t featured in her life plans up until that point. Her father was 


I t was on a hillside full of lupins that Ann-Marie Powell found 


in the army, so Ann-Marie and her little sister moved every couple 
of years and attended boarding school, which was good for building 
social skills but not horticultural ones. 

From there she went to Trent Polytechnic to study textile design, 
but had more fun on the party circuit than the course, and left early 
to travel and rethink her future. “I had always loved being outdoors, 
but it took a while for me to connect that with my creative side. 
When I got to New Zealand, a switch just flipped in me and I fell 
suddenly, wallopingly, in love with Nature.” 

At the end of the trip she signed up for the garden design course 
at Capel Manor College. “It was great,” she says. “We had 20 acres 
of grounds with proper demonstration gardens and, unlike a lot of 
courses, Capel Manor taught hard landscaping, which I absolutely 
loved. I don’t know if I still can, but back in the day I could lay a 
very serviceable patio all by myself” 

She graduated with Distinction, and then went to Tendercare 
Nurseries, to consolidate her plant knowledge. “The co-owner, 
Angela Halksworth (a very glamorous and forthcoming woman), 
let me stage plant combinations near the office, just picking a 
bunch of pots I thought looked good together, and customers 
would come up and buy the whole lot.” 

She was surrounded by plants all day, and in the evenings tuned in 
to a new television programme called Garden Doctors (presented by a 
lovely young man call Dan Pearson), which was taking Channel 4 
by storm. “I loved everything about that programme. It showed 
how, as a gardener, you can enhance people’s lives.” 

And then a fax arrived in the office, scouting for new presenters 
for Garden Doctors. “I flatly refused to apply, but Angela put me in 
for it without saying anything. I got one heck of a shock when the 
production company called me in for a try out.” 

Despite huge misgivings about the whole venture, on the 
morning of the audition she knew she didn’t want to dress “like a 
gardener’, so she borrowed an Armani suit from her boyfriend’s 
mother, and stopped off at a pub near Spitalfields for a spot of Dutch 


courage. “It was the strangest thing. I really didn’t want to go for it, 
then all of a sudden I knew I desperately wanted the job.” 

Needless to say, the producers snapped her up, and she was thrown 
in at the deep end. “It was real hard graft all day long, then in the 
evenings I would go home and research endlessly. It was a baptism of 
fire, but an amazing chance to learn on the job and build my portfolio.” 

By chance, Ann-Marie had hit the sweet spot for television 
gardening, and she went from Garden Doctors to Real Gardens with 
Carol Klein and Monty Don, then Lost Gardens (also with Monty), 
and Take Three Gardeners, with Joe Swift and Cleve West. “We were 
all totally on the same wavelength, determined to make properly 
good gardens for people, not take short cuts for the telly.” 

It was fun, but also extremely hard work. Ann-Marie once filmed 
for 53 consecutive days, so when she found she was expecting her 
first child, it was the ideal excuse to step away from the small screen 
and go back to her drawing board. 

“When I set up the design practice, my first client had such a 
massive garden I couldn't fit the plan on a single sheet of paper. I was 
petrified, but also unbelievably excited. I must have done a reasonable 
job because 15 years later I’m still working for the same client.” 

These days a raft of private and corporate clients are attracted by 
her unique combination of technically impeccable hard landscaping 
and wildly colourful and inventive planting. The private clients often 
ask her to sign a privacy agreement but, fortunately for the rest of us, 
she has also designed a number of high-profile show gardens and has a 
shelf full of medals to prove it. Most recently, she created the Greening 
Grey Britain garden for the RHS at last year’s Chelsea Flower Show. It 
was vintage Powell, full of crazy colour, cleverly steal-able design ideas 
and — most unusually for a Chelsea show garden — people. “I absolutely 
insisted that visitors should be able to walk through it. I wanted them 
to be able to have a close look, to sit down and eat their lunch. 

“T really believe, as the landscape architect Thomas Church said, 
that gardens are for people and as a designer I can open their eyes to a 
wonderful pleasure that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Ann-Marie Powell Gardens, Lower Cowgrove, Heath Farm, Heath Road 
East Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4HT. 

Tel 01730 825650, ann-mariepowell.com 


NEXT MONTH Iris expert Sarah Cook. 


“My first client had such a massive garden I couldnt fit the plan on 
a single sheet of paper. I was petrified, but also unbelievably excited” 
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lassic Japanese gardens are created within the confines of strict 
rules. In Japan, it is the creativity with which the gardener interprets 
those rules that earns praise and admiration. By these strict rules the 
Japanese Garden in the public park of Clingendael near The Hague is 
not strictly speaking a true Japanese garden. Instead it is a garden a la 
Japonaise, or garden in the Japanese style — and a beautiful one at that. 
We don’t know exactly when Marguérite Mary baroness van 
Brienen van de Groote Lindt (1871-1939) — better known as ‘Lady 
Daisy’ (the English translation of her name) — turned part of the 
woodland on her family estate into a Japanese garden. What we do 
know is that she inherited the estate in 1903, and that she travelled to 
Japan in 1895, and again in 1911, apparently shipping back lanterns, 
statues, bridges and possibly even the pavilion, but what she planted 
and when or who was involved in the garden’s design are all shrouded 
in mystery. Archives from the estate did not survive the German 
occupation during the Second World War, and all information about 
the creation of the garden was lost. By the time the estate was acquired 
by the city of The Hague in 1954 and people started to wonder about 
the garden’s history, Lady Daisy had died, single and childless. 
Clues to the original garden can be found in a couple of old black- 
and-white photographs, a barely legible photocopy of a planting list, 


probably compiled between 1905 and 1915, and the garden we see 
today. And what we see is utterly delightful, although markedly 
different from the original garden if the old list is to be believed. This 
shows more than 300 entries, with surprisingly lush and floral 


planting, in accordance with the fashion of the day. Originally, a simple 


log bridge across a narrow canal led to just one Japanese-style gate to 


which only Lady Daisy had the key. Most of the garden’s mature trees 


are remnants of the (planted) woodland that once occupied, and [> 


The 19th-century vogue for all things Japanese 


Ties between Japan and the 
Netherlands are historically 
strong. In fact, between 1639 and 
1854, the Dutch were the only 
Europeans permitted in a country 
that was in a state of almost total 
isolation known as sakoku. 
Japanese citizens were forbidden 
to leave the country, and it was 
closed to all foreign traders other 
than the Dutch and Chinese. Then 
in 1853, Commodore Matthew 
Perry, of the US Navy, led four 
ships into the harbour at Tokyo 
Bay and forced the Japanese to 
open trade links. The following 
year both the USA and the UK 
established diplomatic relations 
with Japan, and in the years that 
followed there was a mania for all 
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things Japanese in the West. 
Japanese aesthetics influenced 
everything from furniture design 
to fashion and the arts, including 
operas in many shades from 
Gilbert and Sullivan's The Mikado 
(1885) to Puccini's Madame 
Butterfly (1904). In 1893, the 
British architect Dr Josiah Conder 
published the first Western book 
on Japanese garden design, 
Landscape Architecture in Japan, 
which started a trend in the UK 
for gardens a la Japonaise. In the 
Netherlands, however, such 
gardens are rare. Perhaps Japan 
was simply less of a novelty for 
the Dutch — which is even more 
reason to cherish this unique 
garden in The Hague. 


The Japanese-style plot was carved out of a 
piece of woodland on the Clingendaél estate 
near The Hague. The pavilion at the north end 
of the garden is thought to have been brought 
back from Japan by Lady Daisy. 
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Name Japansé Tuin (Japanese Garden). 
‘What A Japanese-style garden 
on the Clingendael estate; 
“nowa public park. 
Where Near The Hague, 
the Netherlands. 
Size Roughly one acre. 
é Soil Sandy. ~ 
yah Climate Maritime: 


“Y OMardiness tating USDA 8: 
é A Fa 
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“Everything about, this Japanese- style coder is shrouded 
* in mystery, even the year ‘Of its creation. For ie it was 
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> still surrounds, this space. Today, with much of Lady Daisy’s 
underplanting gone, you can see far more of the structure of paths and 
waterways that meander through swathes of mosses. Beautiful, but the 
element of surprise, typical for a Japanese garden, has largely gone. 
The style of the garden has some of the characteristics of a roji (a 
garden through which one passes to the chashitsu, or tea house), which 
is in essence a stylised version of ‘nature’ instilling a sense of harmony, 
humility and tranquillity. It includes many key elements (see facing 
page), such as lanterns and water basins, and typical Japanese planting, 
including rhododendrons, acers, hinoki cypresses, bamboo, ferns, 
cherry blossoms, hostas, Juniperus procumbens and 40 types of moss. 
Not every plant is strictly speaking Japanese. A gnarled Wisteria 
sinensis (native not to Japan but to China) is a cherished plant from 
Lady Daisy’s days, while one lonely Yucca filamentosa (native not to 
Japan but the USA) is the sole survivor of an original six. Surely, having 
lived so long, they have both earned their place in this unique garden, 


which has miraculously survived both war and changing fashions? 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Address Clingendael 6, 2597 VH The Hague, the Netherlands. 
Open 29 April — 11 June and 14-29 October 2017. 


A Acer japonicum ‘Aconitifolium’ 

This deciduous tree, with its serrated 
leaves, is the perfect Japanese solitaire, 
flowering April to May. It’s a prolific 
self-seeder. But all is forgiven when 

you see its glorious autumn foliage. 
4-8m. AGM* RHS H6, USDA 5a-7bi. 


C Convallaria majalis |n the Japanese 
language of flowers, lily of the valley 
symbolises pure and unconscious 
beauty. Much loved for its ground- 
covering abilities in dappled shade. 
25cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
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Key plants from the garden 


B Polystichum setiferum Acutilobum 
Group To the Japanese, ferns 
symbolise the hope for progeny: as the 
fern multiplies by its offsets, so may 
your family increase. It is evergreen and 
hardy. lm. RHS H7, USDA 6a-8b. 


D Chaenomeles speciosa 

This flowering quince is native to east 
Asia and in Japan it is called kusa-boke 
(tree melon). Slow growing, it was 
widely cultivated as a bonsai during 
the Edo period (1603-1867). 

2.5m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


Bax seenHere growing along the banks 
f the’stream, is a:ssignature plant of 
many Japanese’gardens. To thrive, it 
&needs semi-Shade and damp soil 


In Japanese gardens colour is often introduced — 
through flowering trees,’shrubs and_perennial 
forest flowers, such as’these Primula japonica 
growing through leafy ferns: 


1 Cloud pruning Pruning trees and shrubs into cloud-like, 
sculptural shapes (niwaki), is for many what makes 
a garden feel quintessentially Japanese. 
2 Rhododendrons To the Japanese these symbolise 
fragility and ephemeral beauty, and the garden holds 
several species including this west Asian R. luteum. 

3 Water To wash away evil spirits, streams in a Japanese 
garden should run northeast to southwest, which — 
possibly more by chance than design — they do here. 

4 Lantern Temple lanterns (toro), were introduced to 
Japan, along with Buddhism itself, from China in the 
Asuka period (538-710). This yukimi-doro shape is 
popular as it looks so attractive when covered in snow. 
5 Wisteria The Japanese love wisterias, which have all 
kinds of symbolism, from endurance to unrequited love, 
attached. The wisteria in the garden (albeit from a Chinese 
species, W. sinensis) is around 100 years old. 

6 Bridge Wooden bridges, painted bright-red to ward off 
evil, are part of the Chinese heritage seen in older 
Japanese gardens. This garden also uses simple slabs of 

stone to symbolise crossing from this world to the next. 


Medical Secretary gives something 
back to research and treatment 


Sylvia's friends remembered her for her kind heart, and her strong 
desire to help others. Even though she suffered lifelong poor health, 
while also caring for her critically ill mother. 


But Sylvia did more than put on a brave face: she struck back against 
illness by working as a medical secretary, and following medical 
advances keenly. That's how she found out that with conditions such 
as stroke, the right treatment and back-up can make all the 
difference when given promptly. 


So it's not surprising Sylvia decided that one of the best things she 

could do would be to strike back again, by supporting the work of 

the Stroke Association — and leave us a generous gift in her Will. 

Today, we take time to remember her. Because Sylvia is still playing (OQ 6, 
an important part in helping us create a future free of stroke, and - 

turn around the lives of thousands of stroke survivors each year. association 


“weew 


Together we can conquer stroke. 


Call 020 7566 1505 email legacy@stroke.org.uk or visit stroke.org.uk/legacy 


Registered office: Stroke Association House, 240 City Road, London EC1V 2PR. Registered as a Charity in England and Wales (No 211015) and in Scotland (SC037789). Also registered in Northern Ireland (XT33805), Isle of Man (No 945) 
and Jersey (NPO 369). Stroke Association is a Company Limited by Guarantee in England and Wales (No 61274) 


Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


‘XHIBITION — 
Material world 
A major exhibition of sculptor Tony Cragg’s 
monumental works marks the 40th 
anniversary of Yorkshire Sculpture Park this 
summer. The exhibition, A Rare Category of 
Objects, displays the artist's mastery of 
materials, from his huge, rock-like, bronze 
work Caldera 2008, that stands sentry at 
the park’s entrance, to drawings and 
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Caldera 2008. 


ULPTUREF 
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Points of View 2013. 
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Jungle path 

Designer Sophie Walker is creating an immersive experience 

for visitors to Borde Hill Garden near Haywards Heath in West 
Sussex. Her design for the exotic Round Dell includes a arrow- 
shaped, gravel path that will lead to a concrete pool fed by a 
waterfall. The contemporary-looking path with concrete sides 

will give visitors the chance to explore fully the subtropical, 
foliage-rich planting, which will become denser and more jungly 
as the path narrows, and will include species collected by Bleddyn 
and Sue Wynn-Jones of Crdig Farm Plants. bordehill.co.uk 


Green living 
A garden designed for Antalya EXPO 2016 has become one of the 


Turkish city’s permanent parks. Designed by London-based Lotus 
Design Studio to show the importance of green living in cities, the 
award-winning garden incorporates rain gardens, a green roof, 
permeable paving, a planted table, and several Mediterranean 
trees including olives and Quercus ilex. lotusdesignstudio.co.uk 


99 


update 


Off to a flying start 
underway to transform a disused runway for Longhua 
( hanghai into a linear park. Parts of the original runway will be 
ised to create walkways and squares, and runoff from the new Xuhui 
Runway Park all be filtered through rain gardens and 

Sf wetland terraces. sasaki.com 


From Russia with love 
Russian design duo Denis Kalashnikov and 
Ekaterina Bolotova have won the chance to 


programme that will also see a UK garden 
at the Moscow Flower Show in June. Their 
be mentored by UK designer Jo Thompson Molecular Garden is in the new Spa Garden 
for this year’s RHS Malvern Spring Festival,as | category, which showcases work from new 


part of a new international exchange designers. 11-14 May, rhsmalvern.co.uk 
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Discover the vibrant work of 
landscape artist Adrian Berg — 
including paintings of Regent's 
Park, Kew Gardens and Stourhead 
— inthe first comprehensive 
exhibition of the late artist’s work 
since his death in 2011. Hall Place 
& Gardens, Bexley, Kent DA5 1PQ. 
Until 3 September. Tel 01322 
5265/74, hallplace.org.uk 

The new Radicepura Garden 

Festival has opened in the 
botanical gardens of Fondazione 
Radicepura in Catania, Sicily. 
The festival features 14 gardens, 
from designers such as Michel 
Pena, Stefano Passerotti, James 
Basson and Kamelia Zaal, that 
have been designed to be seen 
throughout the summer. The 
festival will also include a 
three-day, garden-design 
workshop by Sarah Eberle on 
16-18 June that includes visits 
to two private gardens on the 
Mediterranean island. Until 21 
October, radicepurafestival.com 

Join head gardener Caroline 


Mathias for an evening tour of the 


grounds of Jupiter Artland 
Sculpture Garden, Edinburgh on 
11 May. The sculpture park 
re-opens on 6 May until 1 October, 
with further garden tours on 
8 June, 13 July and 10 August. 
6.30-9pm. £15. Tel 01506 
889900, jupiterartland.org 

Learn how to make your own 
decorative willow pieces on 
a one-day workshop with 
willow weaver Nicki Rowling 
at her workshop in Westcott, 
Surrey. 13 May, 1Oam-4.30pm. 
£65. Tel 01306 884741, 
willowandyoga.com 

Book now for a new one-day 
course on Designing Gardens 
for Dementia led by experienced 
designers Debbie Carroll and 
Mark Rendell, at RHS Wisley, 
Surrey. 22 July, 10.30am-4pm. 
From £98. Tel 020 3176 5830, 
rhs.org.uk/education-learning 


OCIATES 


The WOLF-Garten multi-change® system is a lightweight, interchangeable tool system 
that simply “clicks” together. 


This ingenious garden tool solution, comprises of a selection of 15 handles varying 
in length (to suit your height or task at hand) and over 60 tool heads to cater for all 
your gardening tasks, saving time, money and space. 


Have you “clicked” yet? www.wolfgarten-tools.co.uk 
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FREE 


LINE TRIMMER 
WORTH 
£109 


Powered by our unique Arc Lithium 56v battery, EGO Powert 
cordless mowers deliver petrol-matching power with less noise, 
no fuss and no fumes. Available in poly or metal deck, EGO Powert mowers are easy 
to use, simple to maintain and much kinder to the environment. Plus for a limited time, 7 
choose any self-propelled mower and get an EGO Powert ST1210E line trimmer FREE*. q 


*Free EGO Powert ST1210E line trimmer available with every purchase of an EGO Powert LM2014E-SP, LM2024E-SP, 
LM2122E-SP or LM2102E-SP self-propelled mower from participating authorised dealers between 20/03/2017 - 04/06/2017. 
Offers are subject to availability and while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply, for full details visit www.egopowerplus.com 


FOR MORE DETAILS AND WHERE TO BUY 60 T0 ls OC 


OR CALL : 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:304M -5:008M POWER BEYOND BELIEF 


W G GRACE & SON LTD 


DESIGNERS & JOINERS OF 
TRADITIONAL GREENHOUSES 


Both standard range and bespoke Greenhouses 


to find out more and request a brochure: 


www.wggrace.co.uk or telephone 01647 252995 


FESTIVAL 
N 


Sponsored by 
HH Harris + Harris 


#: ning 01749 988111 


[ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Vignamaggio, 
Villa Geggiano, Villa Grabau, Villa Reale 
2017: 4 June, 25 June, 10 September 
From £2,350 per person 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 

Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 

2017: 9 May, 23 May, 6 Jun, 27 Jun, 5 Sep 
From £2,290 per person 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: Villa Rufolo, Caserta, Villa San 
Michele Axel Munthe, La Mortella 

2017: 4 May, 18 May, 8 June, 14 Sep 
From £2,280 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Villa d’Este, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
Giardino di Ninfa, Landriana 

2017: 10 May, 17 May, 7 Jun, 6 Sep 
From £2,250 per person 

VENETO 

Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Villa 
Pisani, Giardino Giusti, Villa Rizzardi 

2017: 7 Jun, 6 Sep 

From £2,240 per person 


e@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Maximum 14 per tour 


e@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


ie Ti : @ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
giz Wize rae hotels, two per tour, 3 
Px : 


ame nights in each 


e@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 
01392 441275 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 


FOUNDED 1989 
sam) 3 


@ 4 wer BY oasra 


www.expressionsholidays.co.uk Cryperessicns 
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design sourcebook 


INSPIRED BY INDIA 
Lantern Bella, 
(88cm), £279, NORR 11, 
0330 001 1370, norrll.com 


HAND-BLOWN ELEGANCE 
Large Captured Glass Lantern, 
(35cm), £40, The White Company, 
020 3758 9222, thewhitecompany.com 


MOORISH CHARM 
Iron Square Lantern, 
(from 46cm), From £45, Graham & Green, 
01225 418200, grahamandgreen.co.uk 


THE SHORT LIST 


Garden lanterns 


Add ambience and charm to your outdoor space 


STYLISHLY SIMPLE 
Coastal Nickel Stirrup Lantern, 
(11cm), £25, John Lewis, 
0345 604 9049, johnlewis.com 


ANTIQUE CHIC 
1920s Italian Lantern, 
(62cm), £1,250, Lorfords Antiques, 
01666 505111, lorfordsantiques.com 


| i} 


PERFECT FOR PARTIES 
Consol Solar Jar, 
(18cm), £50, The Conran Shop, 
0844 848 4000, conranshop.co.uk 


LIGHTING THE WAY 
Chelsea Lantern, 
(52cm), £99.95, The Worm That Turned, 
0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 


STORMING AHEAD 
Battery-Operated LED Lantern, 
(26cm), £9.99, Clas Ohlson, 
020 8247 9300, clasohlson.com 


Azz bi ddl 


BEACH-HUT BELLE 
White Wooden Lantern, 
(30cm), £39.99, Zara Home, 
0800 026 0091, zarahome.com 


103 


E> White Coffage Greenhouses 


ma 
At th LondowColle of Garden” alot 
Design is to providetworld-class,, = 
inspirational garden design+training.. Px 
Our one year Garden Design Diploma 

was created to enable students to learn 
from the very best in the profession. 


Edwardian ref. 685.08 


fried IRS. 
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Specialists in the design, production and installation 
of bespoke traditional glasshouses 


Our students have consistently won the Society of 
Garden Designers’ prestigious ‘Student of the Year 
Award’ competition and recent graduates have won 
medals at RHS Shows. 


We now also offer an intensive 6 month Planting Design 
Course delivered by some of the Uk’s leading planting 
design specialists including Nigel Dunnett, Jo Thompson, 
James Basson and Rosy Hardy. 


With classes at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 
short courses at RHS Garden Wisley and other venues 
you can be sure to get inspirational teaching from 
world-class designers in the heart of London. 


» 


r 


Sa 
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Edwardian ref. 691. 


q @ LONDON CONTACT US 


& 
ee) . +44 (0)1483 762955 
™ K~, GARDEN info@lcegd.org.uk call 01 270 53 826 


‘+i DESIGN Seles or visit www.whitecottage.co.uk 


Nowntools 


Book reviews, crossword, back Issues, reader offers, shop 


The art of establishing perennial plant communities, such 
as this central Asian steppe meadow, created by Cassian 
Schmidt at Hermannshof, Germany, is discussed:in Sowing 
Beauty by James Hitchmough; reviewed on page 108. 


CH ie 
ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 


— CHELSEA — 


Long established as the leader in all design and gardening tuition and 
based at the unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA COURSE - BOOKING NOW 
Sep 2017 — June 2018 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Working sessions at Sissinghurst with head gardener Troy Smith and lectures by many 


leading gardening personalities. Regular visits to outstanding private gardens. 
(1 day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3.! 5pm, over three 10 week terms) 


10 WEEK INTENSIVE GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA COURSE 

January — March 2018 

Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including TWO real design projects and CAD 
tuition. Drawing skills, estimating, plant knowledge, water features, garden lighting and visits to the 
work of leading designers with Rosemary Alexander and other tutors. 

(3 days a week in school, !0.30am-3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


Chelsea Physic Garden 
GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 
Distance Learning Courses — study anytime, anywhere in the world. Not sure which Diploma course is for you? Come 
A stepping stone to a new career. along to an information session to see our location 
These two courses are a step by step guide to either designing your own garden or learning how and find out more. 
to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
month by month tasks etc. Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Taught through a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. Tel: 020 7352 4347 
|-3 years to complete and individual assessment. 


WWW.KRETA-~KERAMIK:-COM 


Amphoras & Planters * Quality Terracotta from Crete 
Handmade = Traditional Craftsmanship * Frostproof 


PALATINA WERKSTATT | HAUPTSTRASSE 51 | 67229 GROSSKARLBACH/GERMANY 
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Y.] PEARSON 


NATURAL SELECTION 

by Dan Pearson 

Illustrated by Clare Melinsky 
Guardian Faber, £20 


ISBN 978-1783351176 


Highlights from ten years of the garden 
writer’s column for the Observer, focusing 
on his gardens in London and Somerset. 


Reviewer Stephanie Donaldson is a garden writer. 


Dan Pearson’s latest book is a 
month-by-month selection of 
ten years of his highly readable 
Observer columns. City and 
country are interwoven as 

he writes about his former 
London garden and his new 
home in Somerset, where he is 
transforming a 20-acre small 
holding into a garden that is a 
distillation of all that he has 
loved about plants and gardens 
from childhood, combined with 
what he has learned over the 
intervening years. Interspersed 
are occasional columns about 
his city allotment, the garden 
of the studio from where he runs 
his design practice, and a few 
enticing glimpses into the 
private domains of his 
international clients. 

Reading this book is like 
meeting up with old friends. 
Some columns are simply 
enjoyable company, others have 
inspired my own planting, (his 
description of falling for a violet- 
scented, double, white Banksian 
rose in Rome set me off on a 


quest to buy my own) while 
there are those that remind me 
of things I’ve been meaning to 
try out in my own garden. The 
book is already bristling with 
page markers. 

Pearson's writing always feels 
personal; the story of his 
gardening childhood is familiar, 
but is enduringly engaging and 
peopled with a wonderful cast of 
characters. But this is not simply 
an exercise in nostalgia, his 
observations are crammed with 
useful advice and great plant 
recommendations for every size 
of garden. For example, using a 
black mulberry in a small garden 
to provide a scaled down tree 
with the character of an oak. 

There is a certain amount of 
repetition with common themes 
recurring, but this isn’t a book to 
be read from cover to cover. 
Rather it is one to pick up and 
come back to later, having 
digested a few juicy morsels. 
Clare Melinsky’s simple graphic 
illustrations capture key plants 
through the year. 
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THE WELL-TENDED 
PERENNIAL GARDEN 
by Tracy DiSabato-Aust 
Timber Press, £25 


ISBN 978-1604697070 


An updated and expanded modern classic 
with practical advice on cultivating and 
maintaining herbaceous perennials. 


Reviewer John Hoyland is a writer and plantsman. 


When The Well-Tended 
Perennial Garden appeared in 
1998 its popularity took both 
Tracy DiSabato-Aust and her 
publisher by surprise. In 
retrospect, we can see that the 
book chimed with the 
gardening zeitgeist, when 
herbaceous perennials had 
become, as they remain, the 
major plant group used by 
garden designers. Volumes had 
previously been written about 
the maintenance and pruning 
of woody plants, but there 
were few books dealing with 
cultivating perennials. 

DiSabato-Aust’s book, 
combined with her lively 
lectures, filled the gap with 
authority and panache, quickly 
becoming the go-to reference. 
This new edition has been 
extensively revised and 
expanded to include new 
plants, updated pruning 
techniques and lots of 
new photographs. 

Techniques for maintaining 
perennials are thoroughly 


described at a level of detail 
that is hard to find elsewhere. 
Basic methods of deadheading, 
for example, are shown and the 
reasons for doing it explained, 
followed by a demonstration of 
the effect. This comprehensive 
level of instruction of a task, 
explaining why it should be 
done and demonstrating its 
results, runs through the entire 
book. Cutting back, staking, 
pinching, disbudding and 
deadheading are all covered. 

Half of the book consists of 
an encyclopaedia of perennials, 
with detailed descriptions and 
cultivation needs, together 
with how to prune and how to 
maintain each plant. It is clear 
that DiSabato-Aust’s hands-on 
experience strongly informs 
this section. 

Although beautifully 
illustrated and designed this is 
not a book that will end up 
sitting on the coffee table. It is 
one that professional and 
amateur gardeners will be 
constantly reaching for. 
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100 PERFECT 
PLANTS 

by Simon Akeroyd 
National Trust Books, 
£14.99 


ISBN 978-1909881952 


A beginner’s guide to selecting the fail-safe 
plants you can use to create perfect borders 
for spring, summer, autumn and winter. 


Reviewer Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained gardener and writer. 


This book is based around a 
list of 100 plants, the personal 
favourites accumulated by the 
author during a distinguished 
horticultural career, most 
notably at RHS Wisley and for 
the National Trust, where he 
manages a suite of gardens in 
the South West. The plants are 
arranged by season, 25 in 
each section. Each group is 
accompanied by planting plans 
and some cultivation advice, 
broadly pertaining to the time 
of year. Therefore the whole 
can be seen as a basic guide to 
selecting plants and installing 
them in your garden. 
Seasoned gardeners may 
not be stunned by the 
originality of the plant 
selection. However, it’s always 
good to be reminded of old 
favourites, and ubiquitous 
plants are often some of the 
best. When planning a garden 
from scratch it is always good 
to have a solid core of plants 
that you can rely on come 
what may; and perhaps the 
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gardening press in general is 
rather skewed towards the 
novel over the dependable. 
The author’s approach to 
planning borders is to group 
plants from each season 
together to create spring, 
summer, autumn and winter 


borders. This works well within 


the structure of the book, but 
it does seem a strangely 


simplistic approach to planting 
— few of us can afford to devote 


sections of our garden to one 
season, and surely it would not 
have been out of place to 
introduce some of the basic 
ideas of succession planting? 
This book could, however, 
be a helpful gift for a beginner 
to assist with the identification 


of some stalwart British garden 


plants. The plants selected are 
all solid performers and would 
make an excellent ‘backbone’ 
to any planting. Their virtues 
are described with enthusiasm 
by a gardener who has no 
doubt grown them over a 
period of many years. 


JAMES 
HITCHMOUGH 


SOWING BEAUTY 
by James Hitchmough 
Timber Press, £25 


ISBN 978-1604696325 


A masterclass in cultivating meadows, from 
the landscape designer behind the Olympic 
Park and Oxford’s Botanic Garden. 


Reviewer Mat Reese is head gardener at private garden Malverleys. 


Here at Malverleys, I have 
created meadows on a small 
scale. I used perennials dug 
from other areas in the garden, 
and then over-sowed with 
wildflower seeds, which I 
found reluctant to thrive. I 
only wish I had had this book 
then as James Hitchmough’s 
studies would have made the 
project more productive. 

Sowing Beauty has all the 
hallmarks of a lifetime’s work; 
so in depth and extensive is the 
research, (and the photographs 
are especially good). The 
ultimate goal is to enable the 
reader to establish perennial 
plant communities from seed 
on a large scale that are not 
only beautiful, but will also 
stand the test of time. 

The book starts with a tour 
of plant communities around 
the world, giving us a better 
understanding of the plants 
and their ecology. We are then 
guided on how to evaluate 
the site and other factors to 
consider regarding design, user 


needs, and species selection. 
Seed selections are considered 
in great detail so that we 
ultimately feel confident to 
produce site-specific mixes that 
are ecologically sustainable, 
and have multiple layers of 
interest from spring into 
autumn. The penultimate 
chapter discusses establishing 
and managing the plant 
communities and what might 
mitigate success or failure. 

In the final chapter come 
the case studies. These are 
particularly interesting and 
candid insights into the 
various projects Hitchmough 
has been involved with over 
the years. Each concludes with 
‘what worked and what didn’t, 
showing how volatile and 
difficult the process of sowing 
and establishing perennials can 
be, but also how wonderful 
they can look when successful. 
I would heartily recommend 
this book to any gardener and 
would expect it be on the shelf 
of every landscape architect. 
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World Horse Welfare is bringing the plight 

of vulnerable horses to life at this year’s 


ee onesea Flower Show 


ors Welfare has transformed the 
lives of many millions of horses since we 

were founded in 1927, but there are still 

many millions who need to be reached 

in the UK and overseas. A gift in your 

Will can transform the bleak life of 


a horse desperately in need. 
Transform Let your love of horses live on 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Name 


ife of a ' anit t line of add 
/ the lite eed by Py leaving a gift in your Will.. = ae 
horse In NEM TY | 
leaving a g! "Please return this coupon to: ne 
: WW il Freepost Plus RRXL-LHJS-YEKK 
in your World Horse Welfare 


Anne Colvin House 


WorldHorseWelfare Snetterton, Norfolk NR16 2LR 
Celebrating 90 years of helping horses 7 7 


Registered charity No. 206658 
Paes E : ind SCO38384 
[ ] Please tick if you wish to receive future wepousrenlescuee 


communications about our work & fundraising UR supporters DeTaits 
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ge MUN TONS 
TRADITIONAL 
PLANT SUPPORTS 


Support your plants and climbers as they mea se See 
come into growth with our beautiful mild steel Sel eae ce Dee 


supports. Now available in a Slimline 8mm Muntons at Cedar Nursery 
Horsley Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 3JX 


range as well as our Traditional 12mm range. 
Muntons at Architectural Plants 
Choose from arches & obelisks; supports for herbaceous Stane Street, North Heath, Pulborough RH20 1DJ 
1 individual ies; An Ile hi ts; 
clumps or individual oye nabelle eres PES! S; Migntgns tat Ruetsegh@ aedeniCumnany, 
clematis G rose cages; standard rose umbrellas; trellises; steel Shilton Road, Burford OX11 4PA 


stakes; step-over apple supports G vegetable cages. 


\ Hortus Loci 
www.muntons.net 0800 130 3421 Hound Green, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LO 
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withplants 


MY LIFE WITH PLANTS 
by Roy Lancaster 
Filbert Press, £25 


ISBN 978-0993389252 


A delight for armchair explorers and 
aspiring plant hunters, it will open your 
eyes to the wonders of the natural world. 


Reviewer Jodie Jones is a garden writer. 


Early on in my career, it was 
my great privilege to telephone 
Roy Lancaster on a monthly 
basis to discuss the column 

he wrote for the gardening 
magazine I then worked on. 
Life in the office was always 
frantic, the view from the 
window included not a single 
patch of greenery, but on those 
days I would make a cup of tea 
and surrender myself to the 
delights of hearing Roy talk 
about plants. Reading this 
book brought back those 
happy days. 

From his boyhood 
discovery of a South American 
tobacco plant in a Bolton 
allotment to more recent tales 
of plant hunting in distant 
lands, this is vintage Lancaster. 
His passion for plants shines 
from every page and it is full of 
fantastic anecdotes, such as the 
tale from his National Service 
in Malaya, when having been 
assigned a hefty Bren machine 
gun, he stowed the bullets in 
his trouser pockets and used 
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the large ammunition pouches 
to store plants, bugs and even 
snakes that he collected during 
jungle manoeuvres. 

Lancaster is widely regarded 
as one of the greatest plant 
hunters of the modern age, 
but he remains unwaveringly 


modest about his achievements. 


This isn’t an autobiography in 
the usual sense. You won't find 
a mention of his OBE or CBE, 
awarded for services to 
horticulture, or the prestigious 
Veitch Memorial Medal and 
Victoria Medal of Honour 
bestowed on him by the 

Royal Horticultural Society. 
Instead, he is generous in 
recognising the importance 
and achievements of his 
youthful mentors and fellow 
plantsmen, emphatic in 
acknowledging the personal 
and professional debt he 

owes to his wife Sue, and 
above all, unwaveringly 
enthusiastic about the joy that 
plants have brought to him 
through his 80 years of life. 


The best of the rest; five new books full of inspiring ideas for 
planting and design, whatever the size of your garden. 


+ 
Daziling plants, design ideas, and 
Proven techniques for your shady 


101 CUNNING STRATAGEMS 
(Ge Gardesing Avedance aed 


Minwtature 
Moss Gardens 


Create: 


‘Own Japanesa Cootainer Gardens 


The 
Gardener’s 
Garden 


GLORIOUS SHADE 

by Jenny Rose Carey 

Timber Press, £17.99 

ISBN 978-1604696813 

A practical guide to maintaining 
a shade garden with a useful 
calendar of seasonal tasks, 
plant directory and inspiring 
design ideas. 


THE DECKCHAIR GARDENER 
by Anne Wareham 

Michael O'Mara Books, £8.99 
ISBN 978-1782436423 

A collection of humorous 

but sensible tips that will 

help you get the most out 

of your garden if you're ideas 
rich but time poor. 


MINIATURE MOSS GARDENS 
by Megumi Oshima and 
Hideshi Kimura 

Tuttle Publishing, £16.99 

ISBN 978-4805314357 

Tips and tricks for using moss 
in miniature gardens, from 
terrariums to bonsai displays 
and kokedama. 


THE CONTAINER GARDENER 
by Frances Tophill 

Kyle Books, £16.99 

ISBN 978-0857833808 

Over 40 ideas for container 
displays, with information on 
how to pair pots and plants, 
covering both sustainable 

and creative projects. 


THE GARDENER’S GARDEN 
by Phaidon Editors 

Phaidon Press, £29.95 

ISBN 978-0714874159 

A more compact format of this 
collection of the world’s best 
gardens. Each entry includes 
key details and imagery, plus 
design and planting features. 
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° SERVICE Over 7000 semi-mature trees at our nursery, MULTI AWARD WINNING NURSERY 


from 12’ to 45’ tall, plus 2 km of instant hedging. 
° SALES A friendly, personal service from experienced Grower Grower 
4 and knowledgeable horticulturists. : ? es AWARDS AWARDS 
DELIVERY ‘AirPot’ grown trees establish faster and have An amazing SSPEHENES from start to finish. 2015 2017 
° PLANTING a superior fibrous root system. Majestic Trees are a fantastic company to 
« AFTERCARE Complete Planting Service, Establishment Warranty deal with. Planting team) were so efficient. WINNER WINNER 
and AfterCare. Would highly recommend. tO NURSERY STOCK 
e ADVICE Nationwide Delivery that goes beyond the kerb. Hannah Leonardi SRN SMENIEE Cane 


Chequers Hill, Flamstead, Nr St.Albans, Herts, AL3 8ET T: 01582 843881 F: 01582 843882 W: www.majestictrees.co.uk E: info@majestictrees.co.uk 


GROWTH CELL ACTIVATOR 


The modern way to feed seedlings, new bulbs, shrubs, 
roses, fruit and vegetables. 


TOTUM 


row 


For Young Plants & 
New Seasonal Growth 


Great for fruit and vegetables 
Totum Grow increases the BRIX (sugar level) making the 
end produce look and taste better. 


Totum Grow Multi-Purpose Spray also removes pesticides 
and bug residue from plants and produce. 


Great for all the garden 
With an increased root mass, plants treated with Totum 
Grow have access to more soil nutrients, thus speeding 
up growth and the vitality of plants. 


an \ = 


Healthier 


Totum 


Grow 


Bigger 
Stronger 


Tastier WWW.TOTUMGROW.CO.UK 


020 3633 4610 | contact@totumflow.co.uk 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the How To CREATE 
Dazzling tulip) me Ay 


magazine published , eth : 4 displays ‘ 
» 1 “ ng 


GARDENS GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


ILLUSTRATED 


up to 12 months 

ago. See below omer Borel 

for details. ; Miles s P 
putt 

DIGITAL VERSION 


Gardens Illustrated is 
available as a digital 
edition — search 
‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


6 Ne, 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


0844 844 0253 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

: L]UK-£4.40 per copy L]UK-£5.50 per copy 

L_] EU - £5.20 per copy _] EU- £6.50 per copy 


L_] Rest of world - £6 per copy [_] Rest of world - £750 per copy 
| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

L] UK-£750 each L] UK- £9.50 each 
L]EU-£8.50 each L] EU-£10.75 each 

y [_] Rest of world — £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


Ll enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
Gardens Illustrated for £ 


[1 would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Visa Mastercard Maestro 


a 
Expiry date L | |_| L| L | Issue no. (Maestro only) LIL 


BSA Date / fo. 
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gp URE eeceeeaeeeeaerennicna anthem niesbanenaneinsnennanneaeuoeeennsbes 
Address 


Crossword 
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ACROSS 

1 Blue-flowering shrub aka ‘California 
lilac} aunt chose to move (9) 

6 Brownish-yellow colour of 
Cortaderia richardii plumes (4) 

8 Genus of mat-forming evergreen 
with star-shaped flowers, a tapir 
disturbed (6) 

9 Sloping garden area in Doncaster 
race-course (7) 

10 Beautifully scented narcissus — 
object of worship (4) 

11/12 Bearded iris with large white 
flowers — ‘Contented Feeling’ (5,4) 
13 Mediterranean ‘rose bay’ enclosed 
by escarole and eryngium (8) 

15 Asign of mosaic virus on tulip — 
priest affected (6) 

17 View in ha-ha — spectacular! (6) 
19 | ask Carl about hardy annuals 
commonly called farewell to spring (8) 
21 See 15 down 

23 Scattered seed — therefore 
spliced? (5) 

25 Vegetable’s gradual liquid 
discharge, say (4) 

26 Monocle actually contains genus 
of deciduous fern (7) 

27 Yew with white winter foliage, a 
pendant of frozen water (6) 

28 Tinged with colour — but withered, 
we hear (4) 

29 Frameworks for climbers, 
renovated tirelessly (end removed) (9) 


DOWN 

1 Genus of plants with tubular flowers, 
cold initially on a dry soil (disturbed) (9) 
2 Plant with sword-like, silvery leaves, 
partly pastel, | admire (7) 

3 Edible spinach-like plant — remove it 
from cultivated haricot (5) 

4 Group of colourful rhododendrons — 
for a rash person? (7) 

5 Swithinbank, initially, to appeal on 
high for a flower arrangement! (5) 

6 Highland Games venue's sprout 
with bright green buttons (7) 

7A fiery-coloured Helenium in Corfu 
eg orchard (5) 

14 Banned insecticide starts to 
devastate daffodil trumpets (3) 
15/21 Speaking endlessly about the 
thrift plant (3,4) 

16 Genus of French bean Saul hopes 
to develop (9) 

18 Henry, 19th-century sweet pea 
breeder — forced to move around 

Kew initially! (7) 

19 Poisonous relative of carrot/ 
parsley, also called water hemlock (7) 
20 Genus of shrubs called calico 
bushes (7) 

22 White, oval Pentland potato 
alternative in Hedera (5) 

23 Divide eg clump of bulbs left in 
skewer (5) 

24 A row of seeds provides physical 
exercise! (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


APRIL'S SOLUTION 


ACROSS 6 Primroses 8 Elwes 10 Pisum 11 Reiss 12 Gel 13 Romneya 15 Gallfly 

17 Schlumbergera 22 Shannon 24 Aloysia 25 Kew 27 Catch 28 Irish 30 Yucca 31 Runcinate. 
DOWN 1 Tips 2 Cromwell 3 Ostrya 4 Teasel 5 Twig 6 Papery 7 Shingle 9 Sollya14 Mocha 

16 Ferns 18 Monstera 19 Gloxinia 20 Ash-key 21 Daphne 23 Nectar 24 Athena 26 Wych 29 Ivan. 


Garden Antiques 


www.]sgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 576881 


gape 8 Ot. SCH (Supplies) have 
qe been manufacturing 
DWH =) | Y an entire range 
(SUPP of machinery for 
outdoor people, in 
Britain, for 30 years 
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THE ROYAL BALLET ’ 
CINEMA 


SEASON 
2016/17 


A LUMINOUS roe = 2 iG 
CHOREOGRAPHER FREDERICK ASHTON 


THE DREAM 
SYMPHONIC VARIATIONS 
MARGUERITE AND ARMAND 


music FELIX MENDELSSOHN | CESAR FRANCK | FRANZ LISZT 
coNDUCTOR EMMANUEL PLASSON 


LIVE IN CINEMAS 7 JUNE AT 7.15PM 


roh.org.uk/cinema 


©2014 ROH. Phot 


OXFORD ® PLANTERS 


The finest in British outdoor joinery 


Designers and manufacturers of 
hardwood planters and garden furnishings 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 
info@oxfordplanters.co.uk 
01608 683022 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Our shop offers practical products for discerning gardeners 
including these handy tools made by the excellent Dutch toolmaker Sneeboer 


ORDER FORM G!247 PLEASE SEND ORDER AND PAYMENT to: 
Hand scratcher Gardens Illustrated Shop, PO BOX 4445, Colchester CO2 8GD. 


A great multi-pirpose 
Hand 


handweeder with a # ane 
scratcner Title Initial Surname 


lovely‘ash wood handle. 
: ] SAO Address 


Postcode 


Mobile 


Email address 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


| enclose a cheque for & made payable to 
‘Gardens Illustrated Shop’ with my name and address on the back. 


Subscriber code (if applicable) 


Or charge my Visa Mastercard Maestro 
Card Number 

Start Date / Expiry Date / 
Switch Issue No Signature 


Item 


Umbrella 


Anti-bramble gauntlets 


Handweeder Tea towel 


Garden kneeler 


Suede apron 


Baker's twine 20m (brown & white) 


£35* 


Baker's twine 100m (brown & white) 


Baker's twine 20m (burgundy) 


Baker's twine 100m (burgundy) 


Exaggerated“ 
handweeder 
Perfect foruse as~ 

a hand hoe-or-for 
uprooting weeds: 

Ash wood handle. 


Baker's twine 20m (grey & white) 


Baker's twine 100m (grey & white) 


Exaggerated handweeder 


Hand scratcher 


Total 


’ Please add P&P*™ 
: gr 
a os »| L2Hos eee aot oe Ses o ee oe eee Koco Seco oe ose Re arcoee mica 


Browse our full range of products online 
Visit gardensillustrated.com/shop247 to order 
Telephone 0344 245 8098' quoting code GI247 


Terms & conditions All prices exclude P&P charges. If ordering more than one item the highest P&P charge applies. Please allow 7 working days for delivery. *To receive the subscriber discount 
please have your subscriber code to hand; for telephone orders you will be prompted for this, for web orders you will find instructions at gardensillustrated.com/subsdiscount. For postal orders 
please add your subscriber number to the back of your cheque. Your subscriber code can be found on the bag in which your magazine is posted. It begins with ‘GILL’ and includes 6 digits. 
Subscriber price is for subscribers only. Your personal information will be used as set out in our Privacy Policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy ‘The cost to call 
0344 numbers is the same as calling a normal local or national landline. If your tariff or call package offers free or inclusive calls to landlines, numbers starting with 03 will be included. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


SHOWS 


Get inspiration on design and planting at this year's crop of garden shows and festivals. 
Meet experts and browse some of the best garden accessories. Look out for these shows 
and exhibitors over the coming month. 


Hand-made from sheets of solid copper, brass and zinc for outside 
and indoors, the fine materials and hand work that characterise 
each Bronzino design sets them apart from ordinary containers. 

Strong enough to contain trees yet light enough for places where 
weight may be an issue such as roof terraces and balconies. 

In 2005 Bronzino was founded by sculptor/designer Kenneth 
Topp to maintain traditional European metalwork techniques and 
was the first craft workshop to remake the classic riveted copper 
cauldron. Since then a new design has been added every year. 

Bronzino designs can be made up to any dimension and in any of 
the metals and finish. Stock is available. 

The informative website is an excellent reference point for 
Bronzinos products and full of beautiful imagery. 


info@bronzino.co.uk bronzino.co.uk 


The Kadai Firebowl® by Wilstone is a versatile firebowl and 
barbecue in one, planter or water feature. Rapidly becoming 

a household name, the idea of the Kadai Firebowl was hit 

upon by company founder Christo over 15 years ago after a 
visit to Rajasthan. He redesigned the Original Kadai, used as a 
ceremonial cooking pot for hundreds of years, to a firebowl and 
barbecue. 

Original Kadai’s are hand selected in India and are available 
from 60m to over 2 metres. Add grills and either a Tudor or 
the higher Gothic Stand for an impressive barbecue fire bowl 
combination. Alternatively, fill with soil and use a large Kadai as a 
striking planter. 

In 2008 Christo developed the Recycled Kadais, handmade 
from recycled oil drums by family workshops in India. Available 
in three sizes to suit any garden, they come complete with high 
stand for barbecuing and low stand for a fire, along with grill, 
tongs, filter and wire brush priced from £142. 

The Kadai’s shape creates a social centrepiece, drawing in 
everyone to enjoy barbecued delights, with the huge grilling area 
for cooking and any of our 30 award-winning accessories. Then 
simply place on the low stand, lift out the grills and throw in some 
wood to enjoy the warmth as you watch the flames flickering late 
into the night. 

Visit the World of Kadai Firebowls at the Chelsea Flower 
Show (stand number RHW284) to be inspired by our varied 
range of Garden and Lifestyle products with gazebos, furniture 
and lanterns to complement your Kadai Firebowl experience. 
Designed in England. Handmade in India. 


01694 771800 kadai.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


CARLOW GARDEN FESTIVAL 
IRELAND: FRIDAY 21 JULY - SUNDAY 30 JULY 2017 


County Carlow, located in the heart of Ireland’s Ancient East is a 
treasure trove of wonderful gardens to visit. Some of the best in the 
country are here and are celebrated during a ten-day garden festival 
held each July. Featuring 16 celebrated garden experts in 16 great 
and unique gardening locations, the 2017 festival kicks off on 21 July. 
Over ten days an interesting mix of top UK gardeners and the best 
of Irish garden broadcasters and writers deliver workshops and talks, 
offering something to interest everyone from novice gardeners to 
garden connoisseurs, and garden designers to nature lovers. 

Monty Don, who has 25 years of experience gardening his garden 
at Longmeadow, heads the panel and opens the festival at Arboretum 
Home and Garden Heaven, regarded as Ireland's best garden centre. 
Other highlights include an extensive series of garden tours and talks 
led by Neil Porteous - Head Gardener at Mount Stewart, Dermot 
O'Neill - broadcaster and garden author, Roy Lancaster — broadcaster 
and gardening expert, James Wong on how to eat better and garden 
designer and presenter Joe Swift. Other gardening experts include 
Chelsea gold medal winner Jane Fearnley-Whittingstall, Mary 
Keenan of the renowned Gash Gardens, Jimi Blake of Huntingbrook 
Gardens in County Wicklow, and Mary Reynolds who leads talks 
around Shankill Castle and Borris House. 

The Carlow Garden Festival is a wonderful opportunity to explore 
the diversity of the Carlow Garden Trail, a collection of 20 different 
gardening attractions. 

Great value accommodation breaks, along with details of the 
festival programme, can be found at carlowgardentrail.com or 
alternatively ring Carlow Tourism on + 353 (0) 59 9130411 for 


further details. 


TEL + 353 (0) 59 9130411 \\VE8 carlowgardentrail.com 
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ROLLINS & SONS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW: 
STAND EA485; HAMPTON COURT FLOWER SHOW; 
TATTON FLOWER SHOW 


Bulldog Tools will be showcasing its fantastic new Pedigree Garden 
tool range at RHS Chelsea Flower Show (stand EA485), RHS 
Hampton Court Flower, and the RHS Tatton Flower Show. 

The tools, bred from 235 years of heritage, craftsmanship and 
manufacturing bloodlines, have been ‘born’ to meet the demands of 
the new generation of gardener where design, elegance, good-looks 
and performance matter in equal measure. 

Hugo our new bulldog does a rather nice job of representing the 
range made from strong, lightweight stainless steel, with quality- 
checked, FSC-accredited ash handles, all of which come complete 
with a lifetime guarantee for a lifetime of use. 


'EL 01279 401570 \\VEB pedigreegarden.co.uk 


m House, Wight6n, Norfolk, NR23 1AL 


UK. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


FINALIST 


Chilstone, maker of handcrafted architectural cast stone and garden 
ornaments in Tunbridge Wells, is back at the world-famous RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show. 

Beautiful Garden Trade Stand 

Chilstone have collaborated with RHS Hampton Court medal winner 
Ali Dempster to create a compact but elegant garden trade stand to 
display the beauty and versatility of our stonework. Our classic Kew 
fountain will operate with recycled rain water collected from the 
living sedum roof of Ali Dempster’s specially designed garden studio, 
demonstrating how water usage can be economised as an alternative 
to running the fountain from mains water. The planting will 

reflect Chilstone’s corporate colours in shades of purple and white, 
showcasing some of Chilstone’s world-famous garden ornaments 
suitable for gardens of all sizes. 

Proud Finalists for RHS Product of the Year 2017 

Chilstone is delighted to be chosen as one of the 12 finalists for the 
prestigious RHS Product of the Year, from over 350 exhibitors. 
Modern twist on classical design 

Our new sculpture will be displayed at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
on our stand at 84 Royal Hospital Way and on the RHS Product of 
the Year stand. Our sleek statue is a contemporary portrayal of the 
conception of Helen of Troy as an expression of equal beauty between 
the swan Zeus and Leda’ femininity. Many artists have depicted this 
Greek myth, but Chilstone’s design is totally unique within the genre. 
Sleek new material for contemporary sculpture design 

Handcrafted in a material that is new to our range, using Cornish 
marble, we've created a modern, tactile art piece, distinctly different 
from our traditional stonework and we are excited to unveil it at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 


01892 740 866 \VEB chilstone.com 


The only bespoke swing & 
bench maker licensed 
by The RHS 


See us at. 


= Flower Show 


Visit us online at sittingspiritually.co.uk 
or call us on 01297 443084 


SITTING SPIRITUALLY 
— Of Lyme Regis — 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


ANGELA HARDING 


BLOCK PRINTING KIT 


Learn a new, 
ON, N creative skill 
e High quality Swiss in 2017! 
made cutters — 


* quality ‘Heritage’ 
paper 

* safewash ink 

* soft Japanese vinyl 

* newsprint for 
proofing 

* burnishing and ink 
spreading tools. 

‘Introduction to Printmaking’ by 

Angela Harding provides detailed 

instruction and lots of hints and tips 

to help you achieve great results. 


Buy online from twenty-twenty.co.uk 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 


RHS Chelsea 


21 April every day to 6 May 
30,000. tulips in 100 varieties 
» ~ SCULPTURE IN 
PARTICULAR 


5 27 May-every day to 3 June 


AP — 


‘East Sussex/Kent bo. 


Natural wildflower turf 


from Lindum 


Benefits of Wildflower turf 


sz Create beautiful swathes of wildflower 
meadows across the garden 


ye Prolonged flowering period 


ve Pre-grown wildflower turf, means 
that plants are ready established 


ys Attracts butterflies and pollinators 


ve Low maintenance 


turf.co.uk/wildflower-turf 
01904 448675 
lindum@turf.co.uk 
@lindumturf 


Lindum 


Reader offers 


Win a visit to the new RHS Chatsworth show and overnight stay 


The first-ever RHS Chatsworth Flower 
Show will take place this summer in the 
spectacular grounds of Chatsworth House 
in Derbyshire’s Peak District. Running from 
7-11 June, the new show, complete with 
stunning show gardens and plant displays, 
will celebrate ‘Design Revolutionaries’ and 
the innovation that has changed the way we 
think about gardens and garden design. 


Competition 

Wealth manager Brewin Dolphin is 
sponsoring one of the show gardens and to 
celebrate the event's first year, is offering 
two readers the chance to win a pair of 
tickets to visit the show on Wednesday 7 
June along with an exclusive private tour of 
the Brewin Dolphin garden with award- 
winning designer Jo Thompson. The prize 
also includes overnight accommodation on 
7 June with dinner and breakfast at the 
Ringwood Hall Hotel & Spa in nearby 
Brimington (ringwoodhallhotel.com). 


The Brewin Dolphin garden at RHS 
Chatsworth Flower Show 
The Brewin Dolphin garden, designed by 
award-winning designer Jo Thompson, will 
create a spectacular horticultural 
installation in the new FreeForm category. 
Sitting on the banks of the River Derwent, 
the garden will reflect the grandeur of its 
setting and provide a spectacular 
contemporary view of the historic vistas. 
A striking steel sculpture will sweep 
through the space ina series of wide 
curves, with the garden areas dotted along 
the sculpture’s main frame interspersed 
by wildflower meadows, connecting a 
glade of trees at one end and an 
ornamental garden at the other. A soft 
pastel planting palette of blues and pinks 
with highlights of apricot will contrast with 
the patina of the steel, while paving and 
sculptural seating used throughout the 
garden will reference the millstones found 
across the Peak District. 


reader offers 


Jo ThoMpearre fiver-side design for 
her Brewirt Dolphin Show garden at the 
new RHS Chatsworth Flower Show. 


Jo Thompson has been named as one of 
the country’s top ten designers and is a 
leading plantswoman. For Brewin Dolphin, 
RHS Chatsworth is the flagship event in its 
2017 annual programme of gardening 
events. gardening.brewin.co.uk 


How to enter 

For your chance to win one of two pairs of 
tickets to visit RHS Chatsworth Flower 
Show and overnight stay at the Ringwood 
Hall Hotel & Spa, answer the question: 


Name the famous 19th-century 
English gardener and architect 
associated with Chatsworth. 


Enter by post Send your answer along with 
your name, address, telephone number 
and/or email to Gardens Illustrated 247/ 
Chatsworth, PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA. 
Enter online at gardensillustrated.com 
Closing date 17 May 2017. 


Terms and conditions: 1 Promoter: Gardens Illustrated, Immediate Media Co, Bristol. 2 Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding the Promoter's employees. 3 By entering you agree to be bound by all the rules of 

the promotion. 4 Only one entry per person allowed. 5 No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. 6 Closing date for entries is noon on 17/5/17. Winners will be notified within one week. 7 The draw is final 

and no correspondence will be entered into. 8 For details of the winner send an SAE to Immediate Media Company Bristol within two months of the closing date. 9 If any winner is unable to be contacted within one month of the closing date, 
the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner up. 10 Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. 11 The prize does not include transport to and from RHS 
Chatsworth or The Ringwood Hall Hotel. Your meals at the hotel exclude alcohol and any other expenses associated with your stay must be paid for. The prize offers a double or twin room. 12 The promotion is subject to the laws of England. 
13 Immediate Media Company Limited (publishers of Gardens Illustrated) would love to keep you informed by post or telephone of special offers and promotions from the Immediate Media Company Group. Please write ‘Do not contact: 
Immediate Media Co Ltd’ if you would prefer not to receive these. Gardens Illustrated would like to keep you informed of newsletters, special offers and other promotions by email or text message. Please write your email address and mobile 
number on your postcard if you would like to receive these. You may unsubscribe from these at any time. 
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DUAL ACTION 


Stru 


The Mineralised Straw Mulch 
for Organic Gardening 
with slug & snail deterrent 


Eden Project 
— SSR 


5 SNPS 
3k UGRIIRESZ® 


Available in bulk 
from us and small 
amounts from our 
stockists 


Our best-selling gardening 
trousers feature: 


Breathable and 
waterproof kneepads 


Stab-proof pockets 5 
for sharp tools 


Waterproof 6 
seat panel 


A range of 
beautiful hand 
crafted steel 
plant supports 
and obelisks 
designed 
to provide 
architectural 
structure within 
the garden 
whilst also 
complimenting 
and enhancing 
the plants 
features. 


Raised waistband 
for back protection 


Zipped pocket 
for valuables 


Showerproof, lightweight, 
durable fabric 


Visit our website or telephone to request a brochure: 


Email: info@artis 


side Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kin 


Vw.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 


Tel: 01538 75< 


Moor, Staffordshir 


yplantsupports.co.uk 


reader offers 


Reader offers 


Poppies bring a burst of colour, produced in 


New cultivars: 


profusion throughout the summer — see this Papaver rhoeaSppandora 


month's plant profile (page 82). Chiltern 
Seeds offers a good selection of poppy seeds 
from annuals to perennials and Gardens 
Illustrated readers are being offered a 20% 
discount on orders this month. 

You can find the full range of flower and 
vegetable seeds in the Chiltern Seeds’ Spring 
2017 Catalogue, which includes a unique 
new poppy Papaver rhoeas ‘Pandora’ with 
beautiful double blooms in shades from 
deepest, vintage-burgundy red to paler pinky 
reds, with silvery-grey stripes on the lower 
petals. There's also a great selection of 
zinnias, cosmos and new vegetable cultivars. 


Reader offer To gain your 20% discount, go 
to chilternseeds.co.uk and choose your 
seeds from the range. Then use the code 
Illustrated17 when prompted. 
Offer valid until 31 May 2017 we: 

Zinnia elegans 
To request a copy of the 2017 catalogue either Zinderella Peach. 
go to chilternseeds.co.uk or call 01491 824675. 


20% off at Designers Guild 


"ae 


Designers Guild is delighted to offer Gardens 
Illustrated readers an exclusive 20 per cent 
discount on its Spring Summer 2017 
upholstered furniture and home accessories 
ranges, both in-store and online*. This spring, 
collections are inspired by two extraordinary art 
forms — the elegance of Majolica ceramics and 
the brilliance of Murano glassware. Abstract 
damasks and geometrics mix with beautiful 
painterly flowers in truly gorgeous colours. 
The range includes exquisite cushions, 
luxurious throws and quilts, contemporary 


DESIGNERS GUILD 


bed linen, as well as a rich selection of rugs. 
Reader offer Use the code GARDEN20 when 
you buy online at designersguild.com, or 
present this page at the King’s Road or 
Marylebone London stores to receive 

20% off all full-price items. 

Offer valid from 29 April to 31 May 2017. 


*Terms and conditions Offer open to UK customers only. Offer applies to 
upholstered furniture and home accessories. Products are subject to 
availability. Designers Guild has the right to reject any application. There is 
no cash alternative in whole or part. Not to be used in conjunction with staff 
discounts or any other promotional offer online or in-store. Offer excludes 
fabrics, wallpapers and paint, as well as sale vouchers, sale items and p&p. 
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Hoe 


Gardeners’ 
World magazine 


YOUR 2FOR1 
GUIDE IS BACK 


With more gardens than ever! 


Available only with the May issue BEE 2FORICARD& re IDE INSIDE 


of BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine, May 2017 en BLICATION OF THE YEAR 
the reusable 2 for 1Entry Card is ar 
accepted at over 415 gardens andis 
valid until April 2018’ - saving you £s. Wor | ae Fasthopeth exp = 
Enjoy savings at: FREE .2” Ni 
@ pallies ae Gardens, Kew, TOVISIT | fie) 

Vi 
@ Eden Project, save £27.50 , at 
@ Warwick Castle, save £26.40 ‘ WOE oom 


@ Strokestown Park Walled 
Gardens, save €13.50 


@ Audley End House & Gardens, 
save £17.50 NEW 


@ Falkland Palace & Garden, 
save £12.50 


@ Powis Castle & Garden, 
save £13.75 


Visiting on your own? 

Single visitor discounts 

are available at over 160 
gardens - see Guide for details 


Also in this issue 


@ Monty advises on 
starting a herb garden 


@ Alan reveals how plug 
plants can save you money 


*Restrictions apply. Please check with gardens before travelling. Card valid until 12 April 2018. Prices listed are correct at time of going to press. 


gardenersworld.com/2-for-1-gardens 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer Inspiration 


As spring moves into summer, get out 
and enjoy your garden in style. From 
beautiful craftsmanship to handmade 
pots, practical accessories and more, we 
can help to make your garden really special 


BELIGHTFUL 
BUTTERFLY OASIS 

Do you like butterflies? Make the 
most of your garden or patio with 
this award-winning Belightful 
Butterfly Oasis. It is cleverly 
designed for feeding butterflies, 
and offers a fun way to support 
them. Sleek Scandinavian design 
connects form and function. 
Treat yourself or give as a gift. 


Tel +35844 2401 353 
Web belightfuldesign.com 


ROSYBEE: 
PLANTS FOR BEES 


Rosybee really knows which 
plants attract bees because they 
count them. They sell the best- 
performing perennials and herbs 
in trays of six or ten; a great value 
way to pack in lots of plants or fill 
a large space. Their website also 
provides masses of information 
and details of their research. 


Tel 07710 096734 
Web rosybee.com 


THE ORGANIC 
GARDENING CATALOGUE 


Plant Support Frame Kits. A long- 
lasting alternative to bamboo, these 
cost effective and practical kits 
comprise of 1.2m, plastic-coated 
steel tubes, in line connectors and 
jute twine to join. Three designs 
are available: Bean Wigwam 
(pictured), Runner Bean Frame 
and Pea Frame. No tool assembly. 


Tel 01932 878570 
Web organiccatalogue.com 


ARCHITECTURAL 


¢4 HERITAGE 


Inspired by period design, we are 
proud to present our carefully 
curated garden ornament 2017 
catalogue. The catalogue features 
our classic collection of seating, 
sundials and water features, 
alongside an extension to our 
copper planter and Quercus 
Robur oak furniture range. 


Tel 01386 584414. 
Web architectural-heritage.co.uk 


THE BRITISH BEE 
KEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
A delightful box of bee-related 
goodies including a jar of honey 
and wildflower seeds arrives in 
the post when you ‘Adopt a 
Beehive, plus three seasonal 
newsletters. For £36 inc p+p this 
is good value, feel good way to 
help the honey bee from the 
British Beekeepers Association. 


Tel 02476 696679 
Web adoptabeehive.co.uk 


PLANT SUPPORTS UK 


Plant Girdle A0091, £23.45 

for pack of two — perfect for 
Hydrangea ‘Annabelle’. This 
lovely hydrangea produces huge, 
beautiful heads on metre-high 
slim and wind-vulnerable stems. 
It needs support, so we suggest 
using good-looking ‘plant 
girdles’ that are 1m high in 

a natural rustic finish. 


Tel 01584 781578 
Web plantsupports.co.uk 


GARDENATURE 

Our hand-made Bird Feeder 
ViewCam Systems will allow you 
to get wonderfully close to the 
birds feeding in your garden to 
watch on your own TV channel. 
Simple to set up with easy 
instructions. Why not try a camera 
bird box from Gardenature to see 
the secret lives of birds building 
nests and raising their young? 


Tel 01255 514451 
Web gardenature.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer gardens.towisit 


This summer, make time to visit this collection of stunning gardens and arboretums across the UK 


KENSINGTON GARDENS 


In spring and summer 2017, 
the historic Sunken Garden at 
Kensington Palace will be 
temporarily transformed into a 
White Garden. In the summer, pots 
of classic English white roses will 
surround the reflective pool in the 
centre of the garden and the planting 
will become more exuberant, with 
glowing ornamental grasses weaving 
through cosmos daisies and billows 
of graceful gaura. 


Address Kensington Gardens, 
London W8 4PX 

Tel 020 3166 6000 

Web hrp.org.uk/kensington-palace 


ABERGLASNEY GARDENS 
Aberglasney was made famous by the television series A Garden 
Lost in Time, which followed its restoration. Today it’s quite simply one 
of Wales’ finest gardens; a renowned plantsman’s paradise with a unique 
Elizabethan Cloister Garden at its heart. Aberglasney’s Grade II* listed 
mansion is a stunning venue for exhibitions and events. Open all year. 


Address Llangathen, Carmarthenshire SA32 8QH 
Tel 01558 668998 Web aberglasney.org 


THE BISHOP’S 
PALACE & GARDEN 


Over 14 acres of spectacular 
RHS partner gardens including 
picturesque, romantic, formal 
and Victorian styles, a wild 
flower arboretum, specimen 
trees, alongside waterfalls, well 
pools, a moat with resident swans 
and a stunning medieval Palace. 
Booking now open for Garden 
Festival 9-11 June. Open daily 
10am-6pm. 

Address Off Market Place, Wells, 
Somerset BA5 2PD 

Tel 01749 988111 

Web bishopspalace.org.uk 


ABBOTSBURY 

SUBTROPICALGARDENS @& 
A recent winner of the HHA/ 
Christie’s Garden of the Year Award 
and described by Alan Titchmarsh 
as ‘one of the finest gardens I have 
ever visited. Established in 1765 by 
the 1st Countess of Ilchester as a 
kitchen garden for her nearby castle. 
It has developed since into a 
magnificent 30-acre tropical 
paradise with many exotic features 
including a Burma Rope Bridge. 


Address Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
Tel 01305 871387 

Web abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


NATIONAL TRUST OSTERLEY PARK 


Considered one of the best examples in the country of an 18th 
Century pleasure garden, Osterley has been transformed back into 
grandeur with herbaceous borders, roses and ornamental vegetable 
beds as designed by Robert Adam. Open daily, 10am-5pm. 


Address Jersey Road, Isleworth, London TW7 4RB (sat nav TW7 4RD) 
Tel 020 8232 5050 Web nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery Collection 


1. DAISY ROOTS 


Healthy, hardy perennials and grasses, home- 
grown in Hertfordshire. Visit the nursery 
Fridays and Saturdays from March-October 
or shop mail order online from your armchair. 
Garden consultancy and design service. 


daisyroots.com | 07958 563355 


5. SPRING REACH NURSERY 
VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY. We 
have the finest-quality, home-grown plants. 
Our fantastic range includes clematis, trees, 
hedging, fruit, shrubs, perennials, climbers 
and grasses, all backed by expert advice. 
springreachnursery.co.uk | 01483 284769 


9. DAISY CLOUGH NURSERIES 


Daisy Clough Nurseries specialise in a huge 
variety of perennials and grasses grown 
on-site in Lancashire. Open seven days a 
week. Quality home-grown shrubs, bedding 
and vegetable plants always available. 


daisyclough.com | 01524 793104 


2. PADDOCK PLANTS 


An eclectic range of perennials, grasses, 
ferns and shrubs for your garden, including 
some more unusual varieties or plants new 
to the UK market. All grown peat free with 
no harmful chemicals. 
paddockplants.co.uk | 023 8073 9912 


6. THORNCROFT 
CLEMATIS NURSERY 


With over 400 cultivars of clematis and 
other climbers, we grow high-quality plants, 
offer expert advice and an award-winning 
mail-order service. 


thorncroftclematis.co.uk | 01953 850407 


10. KEN MUIR 


As a family business with over 50 years’ 
experience, we at Ken Muir pride ourselves on 
providing only the highest quality fruit trees, 
soft fruits, canes and vines. Our key aim is to 
help all gardeners to grow their own fruit. 


kenmuir.co.uk | 01255 830181 


3. DUCHY OF 
CORNWALL NURSERY 


Offering a wide selection of plants from 
camellias and magnolias to perennials and 
house plants, along with an award-winning 
café. Located in the beautiful Fowey Valley. 


duchyofcornwallnursery.co.uk | 01208 872668 


7. WOOTTENS 

OF WENHASTON 

25 years’ experience growing high-quality 
herbaceous perennials. Mail order, design 
services and horticultural courses available. 
Bearded iris fields open from 3 June. 
woottensplants.com | 01502 478 258 


11. TREES DIRECT LTD 


Mail-order trees, shrubs and hedging 
with delivery to your door. Or send a gift 
throughout the year. Retail and wholesale 
plantings. We are always happy to help 
and advise. 

treesdirect.co.uk | 01584 878878 


4, DOWNSIDE NURSERIES 


A huge selection of interesting plants listed 
on website — some specimen sized. Near 
Bradford-on-Avon and Bath. Why not 
combine with a visit to the neighbouring 
Peto Garden at Iford Manor? 
downsidenurseries.co.uk | 01225 862392 


8. CATH’S GARDEN PLANTS 


For quality peonies and perennials. 2017 
Shows: Harrogate Spring, RHS Chatsworth, 
Hampton Court, Tatton, NEC Gardeners 
World. Mail order available. See website for 
nursery opening times. Cumbria LA8 8EF. 


cathsgardenplants.co.uk | 01539 561126 


12. CLEEVE NURSERY 


Set in the countryside between Bristol and 
Weston-super-Mare, you will find a fantastic 
selection of plants — over 700 varieties of 
which are home-grown. The coffee shop is 
open 10.30am-4pm every day. 
cleevenursery.co.uk | 01934 832134 


Marketplace 


be’ 
Enjoy afternoon tea on the terrace and see the restoration 


of Petwood Hotel’s gardens to Harold Peto’s original designs 


Based in Woodhall Spa, the Petwood Hotel is 19 miles from Lincoln and perfect for short breaks. 


Contact us directly on 01526 352411 for best available rates 
Petwood Hotel, Stixwould Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire, LN10 6QG 


an 


www.petwood.co.uk reception@petwood.co.uk 
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To advertise 
here call 
Max Spalton on 
0117 300 8530 


Gardening Courses 


Home-study 


* For leisure or for a career 

* Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design, 
Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more 

* Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk +www.hccollege.co.uk 


To advertise call Max Spalton on 0117 300 8530 


the original architectural salvage fair 
_ HENLEY 23.24 25 JUNE salvofair.com 


The Point Master Tool 


Repair Frost t Daragedy Mortar-FAST ! 


‘Paving Slabs \. 


af joints in 25 seconds, 


"Brick Pointing 
.up to 10m? / hour 5 


Easy,to use 


X 
Fast & accurate 


DEMONSTRATION 
VIDEO ONLINE! 


Hast: t design 


~ £19.95 
_-+p&p* 


Dispatched Same Day 
* Std p&p is £3.95 
> 


sa fe ) PayPal 

Call: (8am - 6pm 7 days) 
0208 133 5396 
0845 116 0284 


Point Master (UK) Ltd. Oliver House. Station Road. 
Great Chesterford, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1NY. 


To advertise email Max.Spalton@immediate.co.uk 


Marketplace 


| L L / | ‘Ys BLINDS | CURTAINS | SHUTTERS | CARPETS 


You'll love what we do 


HARRIS DRYBOOT GREENHOUSES 


The gardener's choice 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Stitt onty 
£59.99 


) > “ Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
All purpose, all weather, Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 
all day cushioned comfort. 
The UK's favourite alternative 


to a wellington boot. 0800 083 9631 


he | for FREE brochure pack 
3 www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


www.thedrybootcompany.com 


07974 977112 


HEVER CASTLE 
& GARDENS 


FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT 
hevercastle.co.uk 


A Umque © Functional Addition 


TO YOUR PROPERTY 


technology Ve 
know-how eri th 


and materials © — 


Port townsend Shepherd Huts 
PTHUTS.COM 


Delivery to anywhere in the US and Canada 


the warmth of the sun. 


¢ BRITISH MADE 
¢ GUARANTEED FOR 2 YEARS 
¢ CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


BAYLISS PRECISION 
COMPONENTS LTD 


Dept Gl, Airfield Ind. Est mh y 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 THA 


Telephone or write for FREE BROCHURE, nF v : ‘| 


01335 342 GBA civisaytissautovents.co.uk 


Marketplace To advertise call Max Spalton on 0117 300 8530 


artisan shepherd's huts eye ARTHUR JACK & C2 
as eS iadicondlGeacian style steel 


planters, window boxes and butts 


To advertise 
here call 


Max Spalton on 


Hand-crafted in Eneled 0117 300 8530 
01299 827059 www.arthurjack.co.uk 


Aquaplancton 
Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year” (7 
Pond before Pond after 


Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, 
green water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 20 years. People 


ae EORCET : ; re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. 


www.aquaplancton.co.uk 
Tel: 01298 214003 


Moss, mould, 
lichen and < GARDENS 


| 
algae remover ip CheekyMonkey 


a>. ¢ 
Can be used on ANY apa =e ' TREE HOUSES 
outside surface! Sunitogauie 
Bespoke design and build treehouses, 
playhouses and elevated platforms 


www.wetandforget.co.uk 


0800 999 3309 


www. pes Pole Platten PPOree: co.uk 


Metal Plant Supports from he 


j 
Curved Supports: Large £3. 25, 25, Mectum £2.65, Smal £2.40 Fagot 


TEL: 01403 732452 


www.cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk 


it 


: yd 
A ~. 4 


ILLUSTRATED 


WON ISS CIE 


* The romantic wild roses of Morville Hall 


+ Discover the small, urban meadow garden of 
planting expert James Hitchmough 


+ Digitalis for both traditional and 
contemporary gardens 


+ Biodiversity in a rural Welsh garden 


ON SALE 25 MAY 
Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 28. 


Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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the writer's plot 


First love 


Frank's peony addiction gripped him from a young age and now he just 
can't get enough of this flower’s perfect, albeit fleeting, beauty 


here is a vivid 
childhood memory 
of my cousin 


Michael taking me to see 

a flower in his family’s garden, 
and of astonishment at the 
sight of it. “It’s called a 
peony,’ he said, in a tone 

as though the thing might 
vanish were it not named. 
with sufficient reverence. 

I knew roses and dahlias 
from home, but nothing 

had quite prepared me for 
something that might have 
the perfection of one and 

the size of the other and be 
yet elevated into a sphere of 
beauty beyond the ambitions 
of either. The name and the 
image stuck. 

Neither of my parents 
were gardeners and so, when 
I demanded of my mother 
why we had no peony, as I 


doubtless did, she may have answered that they flowered for too short 
a time to be worth growing. That kind of need for value is a good 
indication of someone not being one of us. A real gardener will take 
any amount of trouble over a plant that flowers for five minutes at 
two in the morning every third year if they love it enough. Compared 
with some of the things I cosset, a peony is lavish in the length of its 
season. Compared to all of them it is no trouble at all. 

Which always makes me think that there are not nearly enough 
peonies in the garden. I go to friends more generously endowed — 
particularly friends at Stockton Bury, just down the road 
near Leominster, who have some of the best peonies, both 
tree and herbaceous, in the country (and are open to the 
public, so you can go too) — and come away with a wish 
list, of which at least one should be obtainable. Still, lam 


decades away from satisfaction. 


Once, when I was naively self-disciplined, I thought 
that there was room for only one tree peony in a small 
garden, and stood in front of Kelways’ stand at Chelsea and 
decided that the most beautiful was “Mrs William Kelway’. 
She is white and double with glaucous leaves and I have her 
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A real gardener will take any amount of trouble 
over a plant that flowers for five minutes at two in 
the morning every third year if they love it enough 


Frank Ronan is 
a novelist who 
gardens in both 
the UK and USA. 


still and, though I have long 
renounced the foolishness 

of thinking that one was 
enough, she has retained 

her position as the most 
beautiful. The only problem 
with these doubles can be 
that their heads get weighed 
down by rain, but Mrs W can 
take a shower or two. If there 
is a heavy downpour, a little 
shake of each flower will set 
her right again. If the weather 
is set irredeemably rotten, 
her best effort is picked and 
brought into the house. 

If that all seems a bit 
much, then the singles and 
species need no attention at 
all, except maybe a curtailing 
prune immediately after 
flowering. When choosing 
one, always take the leaf into 
consideration, as it can be 
beautifully cut and coloured 


and a decorative object in itself. My favourite is an unnamed one with 
small dark red flowers, which I admired on the terrace of a friend in 
Holland, who allowed me to take a couple of Irish cuttings, so now 
it graces my terrace also. Tree peonies look best when growing out of 
stone (though it was brick in the Dutch case). 

Then the herbaceous come in, just as the trees are making 
their exit. No question here of restricting numbers. They survive, 
happily, in clay or sand, and fit in anywhere: awkward corner or 
open border. And, when they are finished their performance, retire 
unfussily, not seeming to mind the lolloping of ungainly, 
come-lately neighbours. When you come across a 
garden that has been neglected for years, you will 
often find a peony to be one of the few survivors, 
patient among the brambles and couch. 

There are endless cultivated hybrids and few you 
would spurn (some a rather nasty shade of pink 
toothpaste). More beautiful still are some of the species, 
most famously Paeonia mlokosewitschii, which flowers early, 
and just long enough for you to learn how to pronounce 
her name. A sure way to feel like a child again. 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


The only timber greenhouses 
endorsed by the RHS 


Traditional Cedar Greenhouses 
Enhanced by Technology 


<)>. FOR INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT MAKES GABRIEL ASH GREENHOUSES SO SPECIAL 
aus CALL 01829 271 890 oR VISIT www.gabrielash.com 


MADE IN BRITAIN 


©The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262 


wha, 
HARTLEY SfQ* BOTANIC 
Tae 


HANDMADE WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 


I 


Royal 
Horticultural 


c Sats Na ['ss..f F we PR: 1 : : Society 


Victorian Grand Lodge, Cumbria » 


The only aluminium greenhouses 
endorsed by the RHS 


A Royal Horticultural Society 
endorsement is a much- 
coveted level of recognition, 
granted to only a select range 
of garden and home products. 
Products selected for 


Ls — — 2 —< Re) A) 


Grow & Store ; "The Westmilister, Wilt Hire 


2 it : oe endorsement must go through 
rigorous auditing and have a 
proven tried and tested track 
record. As such, an RHS 
endorsement is a mark of 


excellence for horticultural 
products, recognised by both 
professional and amateur 
gardeners alike. 


Pee eee For information about our greenhouses please call 0800 783 8083 


0! or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 


©The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262 


